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Synopsis

This issue is dedicated to an
exclusive and comprehensive
subject which is the National
Museum of Egyptian Civilization.

The subject dwells upon the main-

phases of Egyptian history of civi-
lization planned to be repre-
sented in the new museum. Such
phases are briefly stated as fol-
lows:-

1- Prehistoric ages, due to the
fact that the main signs of Egyp-
tian history have appeared since
the human activity started on the
land of Egypt, thousands of years
before the beginning of history.

2- Pharaonic ages which
began from the thirtieth century
B.C. Such ages are characterized
by the start of political unity in
Egypt as well as the appearance
of the system of writing. In the
course of such ages, Egypt had
been under the reign of what has
been known as the ruling dynas-
ties. Administrative institutions
were established for the first time
in Egypt. Then followed the age of
Pyramids’ builders which conti-
nued for five centuries, then the
age of the Middle state, until the
age of the Empire or Modern
State, during which the cultural,
political, military, religious, and
urban influence reached as far
as Mesopotamia (Iraq).

3- The Greco-Roman age,
begins when the Macedonian
Alexander invaded and ruled
Egypt in 332 B.C. Then game the
Ptolemies who declared them-
selves heirs of ancient Pharaohs
and tried to mix the Greek civili-
zation with the Egyptian civiliza-

tion. Then came the Romans in
the year 30 B.C.

4- The Byzantine (Coptic) age,
began about 365 A.D. until the
Islamic congquest of Egypt.

5- The lIslamic age in Egypt
began in 640 A.D. up till the pre-
sent. It is distinguished by flouris-
hing of sciences, culture, and
architecture in particular. Rulers
of Egypt in the Islamic era have
been interested in buiding bar-
rages, bridges, water gauges,
mosques, fortresses, and citadels.
Egypt has become a minaret for
Islam.

Then the subject deals with the
main objectives of the project,
and the measures so far taken to
carry the project into eftect. It
says that Dr Ahmad Kadry Presi-
dent of Egyptian Antiquities
Organization has laid the foun-
dation stone on 3rd March, 1982.
An agreement has been con-
cluded with the 'UNESCO for
cooperation in establishing the
Museum, on the assumption that
international character of the
project should be maintained.

As the new museum is peculiar
to demonstrating the different
stages of Egyptian civilization, the
Organization of Egyptian Antiqui-
ties was intent on holding a
competition in which it imposed
as a condition that the competi-
tors should be Egyptian archi-
tects, who are free to have
recourse to whatever foreign
experience house they may
choose, in order to maintain the
national character of the
museum.

A number of committees par-

ticipated in drawing up the plans
of the project to be set forth in an
international competition among
specialized consultancy firms.
The competion was to be carried
out in two phases.

The 1st phase: for submitting the
concept of the project. Five suc-
cessful projects would be chosen,
in order to be referred on equal
footing to the second phase.

The 2nd phase: for submitting the
developed design of the project.

The first phase has been actually
carried out, immedately after
which the second phase has
begun. Then the Egyptian consl-
tancy firms have started to study
and develop their projects, in
accordance with the directives of
the jury members, for the purpose
of getting to the project which
represents the Egyptian distine-
tive architectural character and,
simultaneously, fulfils the tech-
nical, engineering, and aesthetic
requirements. Moreover, the
successful project should be
proportionate to its financial
allocations. The consultancy firms
have submitted their projects on
Oct. 7,1984.

The jury has unanimously
decided in favour of five suc-
cessful projects, the first of which
is briefly presented in this issue.
The designer is Dr Al-Ghazali Kas-
siebah, who managed, in his
successful project, to achieve full
integration between the museum
and its surrounding environment,
through presevation of the adja-
cent green areas, both inside

‘and oudiside-the museum as well

as its confirmation of the main
entrance of the building.

M e ‘ £



Editorial
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Egypt and Civilization

The idea of establishing a national museum for Egyptian civi-
'ization has proceeded from a sense that we are in duty bound
o reconsider the manner of preserving our meritorious archaeo-
ogical riches and giving them their due right to distinction and
reverence, because Egypt is altogether the richest country of the
world in its deep-rooted and extended civilization, for which it is
well-known since time immemorial. The distinguishing marks of
Egyption civilizational history have sprung up since human acti-
vity flowed on the land of Egypt, with its developments passing
through relative stages that continued for thousands of years.
Each stage was different from the other with regard to its span of
time, its manpower, its civilizational levels, and nature of the fac-
tors that heralded Its beginning as well as that of the factors
which foreshadowed its end. Every phase of our civilizational
history bore on its predecessor, paved the way for its successor,
and they were consecutive among themselves without interrup-
tion, :

Scientists of antiquities have established through investiga
tion, excavations, and studies, the truth that it was a rich and fer-
tile civilization, which still requires a great deal of sincere
search, endeavour, and perseverance from its Egyption sons. -

The Egyptian Antiquitles Organization has taken it upon itself
to exert all efforts so as to protect our national archaeological
heritage, and inculcate cultural awareness in both sentiment
and intellect of the Egyptian citizen, in such a way as to inform
him of his great heritage, and induce him to preserve it. And
such is a positive impulse in our cultural life in which we see a
blessed breakthrough in the interest of enriching both sentiment
and intellect of every Egyptian. Accordingly, there has emerged
the need fo establish a comprehensive national museum of
Egyptian civilization, the visitor of which can acquaint himself
with the natire of our civilization from times of old up till now, by
an unbroken representation that takes place through faultiess
and suitable choice of curios and artefacts, as well as display of
illustrative figures demonastrating the main trend of our history in
the course of years, and sfressing its continuity, its steadfastness
against forelgn influence, its power of absorption, and its unity as
a whole.

Such national museum is to give a total picture of Egyptian

civilizational movement, since the existing historical museums of
Egypt are specialized museums. Each of them is peculiar to some
historical and temporal stretch of time, such as the Egyptian
Museum, the Greco-Roman Museum, the Coptic Museum, and
the Islamic Museum.

The National Museum will offer its visitor good cpportunity for
seeing and heeding the entire story of the Egyptian civilization
from the pre-dynasties age, and passing through the Pharaonic,
the Greco - Roman, the Coptic, the Byzantine, and the Islamic
ages, as far as the present time. All that is to be seen in one and
the same place which is to be designed In the most recent
manner of museum display. To establish such a large museum
will be quite an event to invigorate the Egyptian culture toward
which the world harbours all esteem and regard.

International experts of architecture have expressed their
desire to participate in designing such a huge project. However,
opinions concurred that the project must be Egyptian as far as
design and execution are concerned, in order to be suitable for
the individuality of the National Museum, planned to be erected
amid the largest Egyptian cultural complex on Al-Gezirah
grounds of fairs, The Egyptian government will contribute to the
project what it has got of proceeds from the Egyptian antiquities
exhibitions currently established abroad, in addition to aids
extended by specialized international corganizations, at the
head of which is the UNESCO that provides for the preservation of
human heritage and its riches.

Hence, the general objective of building such a stately
museum can be briefly stated in displaying the individuality of
Egyptian civilizational achievements and its meanings, in the
approprigate form and within its natural historical framework, in
order that the new museum may complement and support acti-
vities of the other before-mentioned specialized museums and
their likes of various cultural organizations,

Dr Ahmad Kadry
President of
Egyptian Antiquities Organization.

m

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq Dr Shawql Nakhiah Prof. Hazem Ibrahim
Dr Amal el-‘imary engr. Jozef Zakl Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Faftah
Dr ‘Aliya Sheriff Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy
Mr. Atef Ghonem. engr. Nabll Abdessamie* arch. Hana’ Nabhan
Mr 'Abdullah Al-*Attar arch. Huda Fawzy

Dr Ahmad Kadry
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* The Centre has given a spe-
clal instructional course on
housing in developing countries
for a group of 35 posigraduates
of Housing Research Centre In
Roterdam (Holland). A number
of senior specialists and experts
participated In lecturing on
housing and urban planning.
* His Excellency the Rector of
Isiamic University in Aimadinah
Almunawarah has given a
banquet at Algasr Al-Akhdar
Hotel in honour of the Centre’s . ,
experts who had participated In Vb ey Badhl AU B 1 38140 ) el O 3L 51l sl g ol 542 (B )
~ the seminar held in Jeddah. AN g A e e L Sy

* H’S Exae_llerlcy al’c_h. Omar A syl iy wﬁ. C"'HL' T gl lladly sl g &)i}.‘.ﬂ pads 4 FHr($)
oL Almecinah AWRMAWEO ;L0 L Vo gy ) oda B8 gy T8 b g Sl Yt
clty mayor, has given a formal T Al N sy 1 31 f gy Tamd N £ o gl
dinner at a new public garden sk i RSN £ ST g &
of the city in honour of the s Gliles Sl il OLal s Yt Cgy
experts of the Centre. - vt .

* The Centre Is making the shod Ll L Y
teasibility studies of some tou- ol il s Y
rist projects in Suez Canal area Al gl e s

and of some others in downtown Sl - 4 v
Cairo by drawing up the pian- T PR Sl Shed) d el kil ¥ ety

ning studies as well as the pre- . A% e foo et
liminary architectural designs in S it
varlous representations so as to

weigh each of them economi- e ‘“’ e f., 'éﬁ‘ﬂ AR
cally. : -
* The Cenire Is compiling a Anal) Sl

booklet about municipality of
Sharafiyah quarter in Jeddah,
and another about the seminar
held recently in Ankara by the
Organization of Islamic Capitals
and Clties, in addition to a third

A5 sY fe e et S

booklet about the discussions AV LSS IR B

that have been held In the

seminar arranged by Jeddah PR R W PR
i . . Vo r (5 peatEl) gl

municipality in Oct. 1984 ; = &-“-";‘v\ e

Y4




fig. 2: Jeddah Rush Housing Pro-

ject. (An Absiract Presentation).

One of the Rush Housing Themes, the
Jeddah Towers have been constwcted
in a period of two years on a site slightly
under 15 hectares on Prince Fahd Street,
one of the main north-south arteries of
the city. The project contains eight units,
each comprising four 15-story towers on
a two story platform, occupying the
peripheral locations of the rectangular
site, leaving a free central area for
social and recreational facilities
(figures 1&2). The platforms, which
mainly accommodate garages inside,
have shops on the exterior and play-
grounds tfor children on their roofs bet-
ween the apartment towers. The roof of
every apartment fower has been freated
as a helicopter landing platform. The 32
towers contain a total of 1936 apart-
ments, each with a surface area of 232
square metres and identical plans
accommodating 3 bedrooms; 1 each:
reception room, dining room, living room
and kitchen; and 3 bathrooms, one
being for the guests, as well as 2 partly
enclosed balconies.

Basic environmental design decisions
that shaped directly or indirectly the
final form of Jeddah Rush Housing Pro-
ject seem to have resulted from some
conventional perceptions of the «good
housing environment.

ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF
JEDDAH RUSH HOUSING PRO-
JECT.

The analysis and evaluation of
Jeddah Rush Housing Project deals with
three main areas which are:

A- The project intentions and objec-
tives.

B- The project realities.

C- Alternatives to the project.

These three areas are dealt with in
terms of environmental design Issues
that directly apply to the nature of the
project. The issues are dealt with sepa-
rately and in combination. These envi-
ronmental design issues are:

1. Development Strategy: The Large
Lump Versus the Incremental.

2. Development Pattern: The Concen-
trated Versus the Scatiered.

3. Spatial Pattern: The Pavilion Versus
the Courtyard.

4. Density and Height:
Versus Low-Rise,

High-Rise

These four environmental design
issues are fo be discussed in detail in the
following issues.

—_

e p—

———ee

=

=

= ——y

1
=

Synopsis:-

* Subject of the Issue:

«The City... An Opened Museum»,
written by Dr Hazem Ibrahim. The old
quarters of a city are considered as an
opened museum which reveals, to the
visitor, a great deal of the city’s history.
In many cities, deterioration and
negligence have crept upon those his-
toric quarters endangering Iis valuable
heritage and unique character. Thus,
the muncipalities of such historical
cities direct great efforts to the
up-grading, restoration, and conserva-
tion of those areas. The steps taken by
the muncipality of Jeddah city for the
conservation of its historical quarter,
being one of the pioneer experiences in
the areq, are illustrated in detail within
this article.

* Projects of the Issue:-

«Hospital Planning and
Development». The dynamics of the
health care field suggest that hospitals
can never be fully completed, which
explains the current interest in long-
range master planning as a prerequisite
guide for achieving orderly incremental
growth in medical facilities, integrating
new with existing buildings, up-grading
outmoded facilities, and developing a
flexible plant to respond to new needs
as they emmerge over fime.

This issue, accordingly, fraces 2
master planning projects that have
successfully achieved these goals:

— The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Balti-
more, Maryland. Architect: RTKL Asso-
ciates, Arch.

— Eastern Maine Medical Center,
Bangor, Miane. Architect: Payette
Associates.

» Technical Articals:

« «The World’s Urban Explosion: a
phenomenon which needs considera-
tion» The growth of large cities is
perhaps the meosi Important factor
affecting poverty and development in
the Third World. The Ilatest United
Nations Estimates point out to the huge
urban explosion the World is expecied
to face by the end of the century,
especially in the Third World cities.

= «Solar Energy and Passive Archi-
tectures, written by Sarah B. Harkinis,
FAIA. The writer gives a historical review
of the various uses of solar energy in
architecture from the caves of the Mesa
Verde mountains in Colorado to James
Lambeth applications in the seventies.




A Housing Project Intentions,

And Alternatives

by

Dr. Abdelmohsen M. Farahai

M. Numan Cebeci

School of Environmental Design King Abdulaziz University

INTRODUCTION.

The last fwo decades had been sta-
ging an experience very different from

those of the past for Saudi Arabia, as:

well as many other Arab countries.
Encouraged mainly by the wealth of oil,
this new experience is fast development
and growth. The impact of the expe-
rience ¢can be observed in all aspects of
life, both in the social and the physical
environments. The urban scene, being
part of the physical environment,
receives its share of the impact and
reflects it through major changes in
cities’ demographic, functional and
physical characteristics, cas well as
probable shifts in regional patterns and
relationships. Some setflements are
prospering much faster than others due
to their altered roles within the new
framework, and thus are growing
enormously, in size and population.

One of the major reflections of this

urban growth is realized in the housing’

field: there is a severe shortage and an
urgent need for housing in those areas

e

»

that are growing much faster than the
rest because of in-migrations. In reco-
gnition of the situation and aiming at «a
home for every citizen», the Saudi Ara-
bian Government is approaching the
problem with three simultaneous solu-
tions: apartmetns in rush - housing buil-
dings or within the General Housing
Project; loans for house building; and
outright grants of land.

Public housing programs and projects
In any country have significant impacts
on the socio-economic structure as well
as the wurban environment. These
impacts are even stronger in the case of
developing countries including Saudi
Arabia, because of the increasing shor
tage of supply; the conslderable
expenditures In the housing sector
which can slow down the development
of the productive sectors of the eco-
nomy; and the physical, social and
psychological effects of the recent
housing environments on the lives of
citizens. ‘

The public and private housing sec-
tors being unable to meet the ever-

fig. 1: Jeddah Rush Housing Pro ject.

Realities,

increasing demand of houses, the
Deputy Ministry of Housing of Saudi
Arabia has directed Its efforts to fill the
gap with the infention of settling the
maximum number of people within the
shortest period of time in the most eco-
nomical way in a quality environment.
Consideration was also given to main-
taining the necessary conditlons for the
Islamic way of life, and assuring comfort
with privacy and security.

The first step of the plan was a crash
housing operation under the name of
Rush Housing Projects, in the three major
and fast expanding cities of Riyadh,
Jeddah, and Dammam, where the
demand was more urgent and important
than other parts of the Kingdom. This
crash operation was to be followed by
the General Housing Project, involving
Rivadh, and Jeddah as well as
Al-Khobar, Mecca, Al-Medina, Buraidah,
Qatief, and Khafji. The Rush Housing
Projects were high-rise structures,
accommodating high densities, whe-
reas the General Housing Project com-
prised lower-rise apartments and villas.
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The Profession: Architect ... or Archi-
tectural Engineer

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

We have been accustomed In the Arab world to denominate the architect by
architectural engineer. Such denomination would have been acceptable half a

| century age when architectural teaching began as a part of engineering educa-
| tion. There were not enough students to allow for the present speclalizations; hence
| the close connetion between architectural and civil engineering. A graduate of the
| architectural department would be delighted by the honorific engineer because It
| Involves social influence and prestigious standing, in addition to the title of archi-

| teet, since It defines specialization. So, the engineer title has been correlated with

| the architect title, and the architectural engineer has thus become bearer of two

titles at the same time, contrary to the civll or mechanical engineer who ¢an but
bear the title of engineer beside the defined specialization. The title of engineer has
continued to be given to the architect who has joined the community of engineers
with their difterent specializations, and who no longer has had his specialized
nature distinguishing him above his fellew men. He has thus affillated with the
syndicates of engineers as also with the learned socleties of engineers. And so he,

| among engineers, has missed his technical and sclentific distinetion. The situation
|| has remalned such as it is since establishment of the numerous professional orga-

nizations in the Arab world. And the fitle of engineer has been so attached to the

| title of architect that It has become difficult to get rid of it both mentally and pro-
| fessionally, in view of the fact that professional organizations of architecture have

|
| | .

not yet been established as Is the case with all countries of the world.

It is professionally hazardous to surname the architect by the title architectural
engineer, which puts an architect in the position of only an engineer before soclety
without distinguishing the speclalization. Hence, all are engineers in the eyes of
both society and the profession, at the time when the agriculturist has been sur-
named by the title of engineer even it he was specialized in ornamental plants or
pouliry husbandry. i

On the other hand, the planner graduating from faculfies or deporiments of

planning bears the same title «engineer-, quite as the artist of interior furnishings
| and decorations has, also, got to bear the title «decoration engineer-. Later on, the

characteristic or specialization drops out, while the title» engineer remains to
excess. Hence the titles and specialization are confused, and title engineer rather
than specialization is sought by all, so much so that things are mixed up in the eyes
of soclety which does not notice distinctions.

The self-mooted question on this occasion is: what would things be when we are to
explaln such designations to forelgn architects, since an architect, according to the
sense of the whole world, is a title just as It is a specialization. And architects, all
over the world, are affiliated with distinctive professional organizations, on top of
which is the International Unlon of Architects. In each of the developed countries,
architects rally under a single professional banner that promotes their learning atfter
graduation, upgrades them professionally during practice, and develops them
culturally and soclally through international and local conferences and symposia.
However, the Arab architect continues to be surnamed by engineer though assu-
ming an attitude of weakness In front of foreign archltectural organizations.

Therefore, Arab architects are called upon te Insist that their profession be dis-
tinguished by architect, in such a manner that each of them should determine his
professlon as archifect and not architectural engineer. And thereupon they may get

| detached from the engineering organizations so as to establish their own architec-

tural organizations, as is the case with all countries of the world around us in both
East and West.
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