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Synopsis

This issue includes four
main subjects:

*x Wakalat Al Ghoury:

Sultans of Egypt during the
Mameluke age were extremely
interested in building the
wakalas which were desi-
gnated for the sojourn of mer-
chants who displayed their
goods, concluded contracts,
and effected transactions. This
was due to the fact that
domestic and foreign trade had
flourished between Egypt and
other various countries of the
world, after the Mameluke rulers
of Egypt were in command of
the routes of trade between East
and West up till the discovery of
the Cape of Good Hope.

Wakalat Al-Ghoury is consi-
dered one of the most significant
wakalas established in the
Mameluke age. It includes a
hotel for overnight stay of foreign
merchants, storerooms for storing
merchandise, and places for
display of specimens of the
goods of each merchant, in
addition to a gathering place
“courtyard” where dealers
gathered together to conclude
bargains. The wakalah, in the
modern sense, is tantamount to a
complete commercial centre
encompassing a chamber of
commerce. The Antiquities
Organization carried out a full
programme of architectural and
finely work of restorations fto
Wakalat Al Ghoury as an impera-
tive necessity towards such an
important monument of Islamic
antiquities.

magra Al‘Uyoun Wall:

It is the aqueduct, incompletely
built in 1312 A.D. by Sultan
Al-Malik Al-Nasser Muhammad
ibn Qalawoun in order to supply
the Citadel with the Nile water.

It was completed by Prince
Yalbugha in 1409, and under-
went some restorations in 1505.
The water-course runs on top of
an arched wall. The source,
which is hexagonal in shape,
covers an area of 625.85 m2where
there are some arches and
water-wheels that were run by
animals to raise water from the
Nile to the canal. The present
canal is 3.1 Km. long, and is car-
ried on a lot of arches most of
which were barrel-vaulted.

Some arches were rebuilt by the
Ottoman ruler Abdy Pasha, while
some other arches were blocked
during the reign of French Cam-
paign. Still there are 271 arches.

x Drinking fountain of
Khedive Abbas mother
(Sabeel 'Umm ‘Abbas):

The Mameluke sultans and
princes were inferested in esta-
blishing the drinking fountains in
scattered parts of Cairo. The
fountain was often attached to a
mosque, and then a Kuttab,
where children learn the Quran,
was to be built on top of it. Three
drinking fountains were built in
Cairo up till the seventeenth cen-
tury, when thirty three additional
fountains were built. An equiva-
lent number of such fountains
were added in the eighteenth
century.

The drinking fountain we are
dealing with, and which is
recognized as “Sabeel umm
Abbas”, is considered among
the most lovely and perfect of
its kind. It is a unique Islamic

monument, locaied in Salibaiya
street in the vicinity of the
Citadel. It is distinguished by its
good marble as well as its
painted and gilded woodwork.

Being in such a good architec-
tural and structural condition, the
fountain was in no need of
notable architectural or engi-
neering restorations, except in
such simple parts as the floors, as
well as restoration of some inte-
rior walls in a very simple mea-
sure.

* Pick-up of Napoleon’s squa-
dron and establishing of the
Egyption national maritime
museum:

On the 10th of August 1984, the

first phase in the pick-up work of
Napolion squadron came to an
end in the waters of Abuquier
bay. Such phase had been pre-
ceded last year by researches
and studies in order to locate the
ships sunk in the bay. The studies
were conducted by a joint Egyp-
tion | French mission.
Although the first phase, which
lasted for two months, was des-
tined for removing mud from the
flagship L'orient, a lot of small
objects have been gathered up,
such as a golden spoon, the
decoration golden holder of
L'orient admiral with his inifials
wriften on it, and some gold leafs,
in addition to many bronze and
silver coins, silver plates, and
some navigational equipments.
All These objects and the like
have been deposited in a provi-
sional museum in Qayetbay
Citadel, Alexandria, as a preli-
minary step toward establish-
ment of the Egyptian national
maritime museum, which is to
comprise the picked up ships
after restoration, as well as the
most significant maritime heri-
tage of Egyptian civilization from
the very beginning up till now.

snge V8
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Rationalization of Revenues and Projects
of Antiquities

No doubt the revenues sustaining the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization while it is facing the chal-
lenges in restoration and development of our
archaeological heritage, whether in the sites of
monuments, in museums, or in carrying out the new
museum projects, are considered a highly important
factor in the success of such comprehensive con-
frontations, which are being carried out, with
regard to both volume and quality, in such a
manner as to represent an all-out national con-
frontation with such heritage.

The Organization, since the beginnings of 1982
when it began to realize such comprehensive con-
frontation, has pursued a plan to rationalize resto-
ration and development expenses on the one hand,
and to raise additional revenues so as to ensure
completion of the ambitious plans on the other. The
new outlook and the technical and financial studies
have confirmed that dependence of the Organiza-
tion on its own resources as well as on the national
elements without resorting to consultative firms and
foreign companies, is considered an essential
support to rationalize expenses on restoration and
development projects.

With respect to the comprehensive restoration
and development work so far accomplished, it has
been possible, by all criteria, to save some tens of
millions of pounds in hard currency due to reliance
on such national way of performance.

Inthisconcernwe can mentionalotof comparative

examples according to the data contained in the
documents we keep in the Egyptian Antiquities
Organization.

The first phase, for instance, in the development of
the Egyptian Museum, which was accomplished in

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr *Allya Sheriff

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Ahmad Kadry
A0 Jui s

April 1982, has costed us some 750 thousands of
Egyptian pounds, whereas the costs of development
elements of the same phase had been previously
estimated by both the World Bank and the World
Museums Organization of 4-5 million dollars in
order to realize the same results that have been
accomplished by national elements in the Organi-
zation of Antiquities through their purely Egyptian
effort.

As far as Salahuddin Citadel was concerned, the
costs of nothing but the studies suggested by a
foreign company exceeded millions of pounds in
hard currency, not to mention the execution work in
such a huge project which possibly would have
costed in effect tens of millions of dollars. All such
readings, which are copied from the documents of
the Egyptian Antiquities Organization, may apply to
all development and restoration work that has been
carried out during the last three years.

On this account, the Organization regarded as its
duty to raise additional funds so that it may be able
to carry out successfully its plans of restoration and
development, in such a way as to ensure continua-
tion of such policy in the future. Therefore, the
Organization has devised a plan, in coordination
with the UNESCO, to stage a series of antiquities
exhibitions in Europe, America, and Japan, in order
to raise some income in hard currency.

Such exhibitions have, so far, yielded some mil-
lions of dollars to the Organization of Antiquities.
They are anticipated, furthermore, to yield more
than 15 million dollars in the next years according to
estimations and feasibility studies which were
conducted by the Organization in cooperation with
the museums in the respective host countries of our

exhibitions.
Dr Ahmad Kadry

President
Egyptian Antiquities Organization
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Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Pref. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hana' Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy

Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq

Dr Shawql Nakhiah
engr. Jozef Zaki

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamle*
Mr ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar
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AL-MAW’EL NEWS:

* The Centre of Planning and Architec-
tural Studies is o organize a special ins-
tructional course for those working with
the municipality of Jeddah in the Saudi
Arab kingdom. Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim,
president of the Centre,, Dr Hazem
Ibrahim, technical manager of the
Centre, Dr Saleh Lam'ey, dean of the
Faculty of Engineering, Beirut Arab Uni-
versity, Dr Aly Sabry Yassien, economic
expert, as well as arch. Abuzeid Rajeh,
chief of the General Authority for Resear-
ches of Construction, Housing, and Plan-
ning, are to parficipate in the course.

* More than twenty architects have
participated in the second architectural
evening, held by the Cenire on the first
Monday evening of October. Dr
Abdallah Abdelaziz, professor of archi-
tecture and planning at the Facully of
Engineering (Ein Shams University) was
the guest of the evening. A conclusion
has been reached that it is necessary to
stir the static energies of arab architects
within an independent learned profes-
sional organization. The Centre is about
to call upon all architects and planners
in order to have their names and
addresses recorded, so as to facilitate
their obtainment of the scientific publi-
cation o be issued by the Cenire free of
charge. Members of the evening wil
participate in editing such publication.
Organization of the profession and the
future of the Arab architect is to be the
topic of discussion in the following third
evening.

* Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim has received an
invitation from the Vice chancellor of the
Islamic University in Almadina Almunaw-
warah to check the general plan of the
new university campus project prepared
by a consultative firm of Canada.
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movement. Furthermore, a settlement
for 10,000 people can accommodate
light industrial activity, providing
employment for 600 to 800 people.
Similarly, taking account of employ-
ment for agricultural and service
industries, there is a ration of bread-
winner to dependents of one to six:

Unlike new town developmenis in
Western Europe, with their rigid land use
patterns, the report emphasies the need
to allow for the development of small
scale home based industries, the pro-
vision of workshops in residential areas.
Similarly, provision for small workshops
associated with the commercial centre
should be permitted. This will help to
retain the traditional way of life most
people are familiar with in the Middle
East.

The report arrives at a grouping of
four neighbourhoods of 2,400 persons,
which with their local centres and pri-
mary school facilities, collectively can
sustain facilities for an active town
centre. :

The residential areas are grouped
within walking distance to the town
centre. Particular care has been taken
to provide guidelines for communal
spaces in housing areas. The extent and
dimensions proposed for the various
communal spaces are defermined
jointly by principle of wind movement,
as related to heights of buildings, and
the maximum area which can, if neces-
sary, be irrigated by non-polluting waste

R A A RN SR

water from surrounding houses.

The whole settlement is surrounded
by a shelter belt of tfrees and mound. The
protection from harsh external envi-
ronment is extended in the way that the
residential areas enclose the ftown
centre.

The town centre itself is planned in
linear form, deliberately meandering to
break up a rigid appearance. Such a
layout allows extensions or changes to
be made in the direction of the com-
mercial centre as the need arises. The
separation of vehicles and pedestrian
movement is an inherent part of tradi-
tional Middle East centres. For this
reason, main vehicle routes only serve
the outside of the central area as desi-
gned in this report, rather than disrupt
the main pedestrian concourse.

The principles outlined in the compo-
sition of a 10,000 population settlement
are also applicable for minimum addi-
tional developments for larger towns.
Below a 10,000 population level, the
growth of settlements are not seen as
sufficiently viable to justify considera-
tion in isolation. But the development of
groups up to neighbourhood level can
still be adopted in smaller towns and
villages. These guidelines are also
useful in the gradual rehabilitation or
redevelopment of parts of existing
neighbourhoods in almost the same way
as they can be adopted for a comple-
tely new development.
|

* A section of the proposed
guideline settlement.

Synopsis

Subject of the Issue:-

“Helwan New Community
Urban Experience which Needs Evalua-
tion”. The article includes a concise
review of the housing problem in Egypt
and the evolution of the need for a new
community at Helwan suburb. The basic
concept behind the establishment of this
community, in addition fo providing resi-
dence for the low income workers at the
industrial projects of Helwan, is relieving
the Government of part of its héavy duties
in the field of housing confining its duties
to providing the sites, facilities, utilities,
and core units.

Projects of the Issue:-

“Planning of Helwan New Community” |t
is a joint project betwéen the Egyptian
Ministry of Housing andl the USAID. The
new community lies on a desert area to
the east of Helwan suburb. It includes 9
neighborhoods each of which includes a
central civic center.

“Upgrading Projects on the Squatter
Settlements (el-ezab) Surrounding
Helwan Suburb. The Projects aim at the
development of 6 existing settlements -
Ezbet Arab Rashed, Arab Ghoneim, Kafr
elElw, Arab Zein, Ezbet Sidki, Arab el
Bagoor.

“The Third Residential District at
el-Mokattam mountain-Cairo” Consul-
tant: Islamic Company for Real-Estate
Investment. The residential district is one
of 8 districts included in the mid-hill area
at el-Mokattam mountain., The district
includes 4 neighborhoods together with
the central facilities-commercial center,
office buildings, gas station, and public
garden.

Personality of the Issue:- is His Excellency
arch. Abdel-Kader Hamzah Koshak,
secretary-general of the Islamic Cities
and Capitals Organization. He received
his M.A. in architecture and planning |
from the United States in 1968. He has held
many governmental posts in Saudi
Arabia, the last of which was Mayor of
Mecca Moukaramah. His Excellency is
currently preparing a Ph.D. thesis on
(Planning Solutions for Pilgrimage Facili-
ties).



Middle East Settlement Guide

Traditionally, settlements in the Middle
East have grown gradually. The Arab
town was unified by fortitied walls, the
jami or mosque acting as the religious
and political centre of the community,
and the suqs, or market places. The
main fabric of the town consisted of
residential areas defined by an exten-
sive pattern of courtyards.

Arab towns

The structure of this urban pattern was
based on a controlled hierarchy of
roads, spaces and buildings. Narrow
and steep alleyways called harahs
snake through the residential districts,
at variable lengths, ranging between 3
m and ém wide. From these cul-de-sacs,
called atfahs, 2m to some 4m wide,
access is provided to residential blocks.
There are also open courtyards called
wekalahs with houses grouped around
them, normally entered by a covered
passage. The buildings themselves can
be up to four storeys high, with the pri-
vate courtyard playing a significant role
in the Arab pattern of house design. This
compactness of layout made it easy to
walk to different parts of the city relying
on the use of porters or domestic ani-
mals for transport of goods, without the
use of vehicles. The narrow twisting
streets had also the additional advan-
tage of providing defence by confusing
the enemy if ever he succeeded in
penetrating the city walls.

The jami, one of the most important
features of Muslim communities,
commanded an important place in the
town. His qibla, or orientation was
always directed towards the Kaaba in
Mecca. As a religious political and
centre,

intellectual its position

rainwater from roofs direcied

to house courtyards. %__-

]!

influenced the location of the com-
mercial community. This parallel exis-
tence of religious and commercial
facilities is reminiscent of medieval
towns, where market square and
cathedral square are closely related.

Markets in the Middle East appear as
spontaneous developments (suqs or
arcaded street markets, lined with
shops); planned developments (quysa-
riyyah or textile markets — often based
on Byzantine market halls); and open
market places (maydan, containing
trades of every description, as well as
clowns, jugglers, conjurers and story-
tellers). At Aleppo, Syria, for example, in
the central market areq, there are pat-
terns of all three types.

In Iran also, there are many examples
of arcaded sireet markets, public open
spaces and religous buildings, all
interlinked into a continuous pattern. On
the north side of the Maidan-e Nagsh-e
Jahan in Isfahan, one of the largest
open squares in the world (710m X
140m) lies the bazaar which is entered
by the huge Qaisarieh gateway. Here
alleyways bustling with activity snake
through like a labyrinth, often by way of
contrast leading off to the serenity of
public and religous spaces close by. The
covered ways themselves are usually
two storeys high, 8m wide. They are
roofed by a series of domes with circular
openings allowing regular shafts of
natural light to penetrate through.

Sugs, in particular, presented the sale
of many goods, with similar traders
occupying adjacent stalls, leading to
specialisation. In larger towns, each
trade would occupy its own market
lane, relative to the catchment area of
the jami. For example, the mosque
would attract booksellers, thus forming
a suq of their own. Bookbinders would
have their own suq close by, who in turn
would be adjacent to leather merchants
and hence to shoe makers, and so on.

by Jim Antoniou
MEC. Jan. 1978

Impact of new development

Rapidly developing nations in the
Middle East, armed with the new wealth
derived from oil revenues, find them-
selves under strong pressure to intro-
duce changes in their physical and
cultural environment, at a pace not
contemplated before. Very often, it is
the very nature of development which
provides the dramatic change from the
‘middle ages’ to the twenty-first century.
The pressure for change is such that
ideas and concepts are largely
imported, bearing little resemblance to
anything that has gone before. There-
fore a gradual assimilation of change
seems difficult.

The result is that people feel disas-
sociated with a new environment which
has changed so much and so quickly,
where little which is familiar from the
past is left. There is, therefore, a danger
that a society may lose completely any
strong association between its culturai
and its physical environment.

A design approach

A report has been prepared by three
UK based consultancies involved in the
planning and consultancies of new
settlements in the Middle East which
provides useful and relevant ideas from
both modern technology and traditional
practices for new developments.

A guideline settlement for 10,000
people has been chosen to illustrate
how changes can be introduced without
destroying the strong association
between culture and physical envi-
ronment. For example, the centre is not
further than one km from any point in the
settlement so that people can walk
rather than use vehicles for internal

* Schematic section through courtyard house.
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litorial:

| Moralities of the Profession

' Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

|| Members of professional associations in the world keep to some group of values
| and principles generally recognized as moralities of the profession. The teachings ot
|| Islam are rich in values of work, perfection, and good performance. And the pro-
,;fession of architecture and planning belongs to such domain, because the archi-
|| tectural work has got its technical and engineering principles and basic rules that
| must be pursued by the designer or execution supervisor, just as it is necessary for
the owner of the building to be subject to, on making the contract with the architect.
I!Such rules and principles are set in a number of regularions the protfessional assa-
| ciations lay down, and make sure of their application by official and private
|| authorities on the one hand and architects on the other, so much so that a large
| quantity of those professional associations draw up the texts of their consultative,
|| designing, and executory contracts, ratify and corroborate them, without leaving
' them to detrimental haggling between the architect and the owner of the building,
I, as things are in numerous backward countries. Professional associations likewise
|| publish books and periodicals that are directed to the architect, showing him how
1o accomplish tasks both successively and regularly, and making clear the steps to
| be taken by the architect from the first phase in negotiation and discussion with the
' | owner up to the phase of execution and final turning over of the building, in what is
" | called “work programme” issued by the professional associations together with
' | what they issue of sanctioned coniracts and binding specifications.

Then the matter remains to be conditional on the extent of the power for supervi-
| | sing abidance by such rules and regulations whether through personal intervention
on the part of the owner, or through supervision, or through mental inducement of
the architect himself.

As is the case with the developing countries, the professional associations of
architecture are operated by inefficient staffs that do not keep to the regulations
and arrangements they had laid down. Even if they keep to such regulations, they
do not follow their implementation. And even if they follow their implementation,
they do not find their legal force to protect them. Even if they have got such force
they do not move but very slowly. And meanwhile the principles of the profession

| get lost, as also the rights of both the architect and the owner of the building are
| forfeited, which are in reality the rights of society as a whole.

Although moralities of the profession are governed by professional associations,
I | their basis begins with the educational process, since the student of architecture
-:jdoes not learn science free from moralities of the profession. Then the professor
becomes a teacher and a messenger, and at the same time an explorer and a
* | leader, which stresses the sacredness of learning and the learned men’s devoted-
" | ness to moralities of the profession, since decline of the architectural conditions in
some country does not express declivity of the scientific level or civilizational
' | awareness there as much as it expresses fall in moralities of the architectural pro-
fession. Such is the state of affairs which is attributed to weakness of the profes-
sional architectural organization on the one hand, and the architectural profession
being connected with other engineering professions which have got their own
foundations and systems of practice on the other. The mixed tie-up of professional
| lorganizations of the different engineering professions weakens, in the end, the effec-
. | tiveness of each by itself. This is due to the fact that an architect is more intent on
" | architectural values than his fellow members of other professions and so on. And in
| the confusion of such tie-up values of the single profession get lost, so much so that
|a professor of mechanics works in contracts, and a professor of architecture works
' | in commerce without being either controlled or checked.

Work, according to Islam, is connected with learning. Hence, it is possible to
| derive Islamic values pertaining to moralities of the planning and architectural
. | professions both theoretically and practically.

The planner and the architect maintain such values in the presence of their Lord
| before they maintain them in front of their professional association, the weakness or
| strength of which is not prejudicial to either of them, inasmuch as work is for the
| sake of Allah (be praised and glorified).
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