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SYNOPSIS

Subjects of the Issue:

+ Cheops Boat:

The discovery of Cheops Boat is
considered one of the most
important archaeological dis-
coveries in the Modern Age, ever
since the discovery of King Tout
tomb. In the 26th of May 1954, two
rectangular pits were discovered
north of the Great Pyramid, one of
which contained this boat.

The 1224 wooden pieces cons-
tituting the boat were carefully
arranged in 13 layers according
to the principal sections of the
boat. The wooden pieces were
lifted, chemically treated, res-
tored and reassembled in a very
complicated operation which
took over 25 years of hard work.
Cheops boat is considered one
of the hughest archeaological
boats (43.4 m long, 59m wide,
1.78m. deep). It is composed of
four main parts, the prow, the
captain cabinet, 5 oars on each
side, the principal cabinet, and
the helm.

There are two difterent con-
ceplts regarding the function of
the boat. The first believe that it is
a solar bark to be used by
Cheops in his eternal trip. The
second opinion believes that it
was the funeral boat which car-
ried the body of the Cheops in his
frip to Abydos before it was
buried at Giza.

* Different Types of Boats used
by the Ancient Egyptian:

The ancient Egyptian used
boats in most of his daily-life
activities. The types of boats used
could be generally divided into
Daily-life Boats and Divine Barks.

Divine Barks are symbolical
boats. They were either gods
barks to be placed in the sacred
part of the temple and used in
transporting the statue of the god
from one temple to another on
the shoulders of the priests, or
Solar Barks to be used by the King
in his trip to the hereafter.

The Daily life Boats were used in
nile transporiation, for tranpor-
ting rocks from the south to north,
or in trading trips to Bont City...
etc. They were also used in hun-
ting trips and in funerals for
transporting the body of the King
to the wholly temple and finally to
his burial pit.

* Cheops Boat Museum:

After the boat was restored and
reassembled, it was decided to

build a museum on top of the pit
inwhich it was discovered. There
was great contradictions against
constructing a building in this
particular site.. so close to the
great pyramid. Thus, the archi-
tect designed the structural ele-
ments from concrete and steel
beams while all the facades were
fransperant double glass 24mm.
thick.

,The museum took the form of a
Huge ship. The discovered boat,
and the pit constitute the basic
part of the museum. It is com-
posed of a main entrance lobby
and a reception hall leading to
the main display hall, which con-
tains the boat. The boat is sur-
rounded by a gallery on three
levels to permit the visitors to see
the boat from all directions. The
ground floor also contains 5 dis-
play galleries used for exhibiting
phoios and small archaeolo-
gical pieces. The design
depended entirely on natural
illumination inorder to avoid any
technical complications due to
the use of electrical circuits.

SV e ‘ i,



EDITORIAL:

Face to Face with the Stored Antiquities

Stored antiquities and curiosities constitute one of
the difficult problems that face the Organization of
Antiquities and those who are in charge of it. Since
December 1981, when the Organization of Antiquities
mobilized all its potentials to implement its national
plan in order to bring new life into the Egyptian cul-
tural legacy, the problem of the stored antiquities and
curiosities, whether in museums or in archaeological
areas, has been an object of great concern on the
part of the Organization. Such a problem is almost
equivalent in importance to the comprehensive
development achievements in museums and
archaeological areas, as well as the great restora-
tions of the antiquities and curiosities contained by
such museums and areas.

It is worth mentioning that most of the stored anti-
quities and curiosities were found in a state of very
bad decline. Some of them were even found
smashed. Such antiquities were either thrown under
the open sky year in, year out, facing the powers of
erosion which were extremely to their detriment, or
unscientifically stored in unfit storehouses thus being
subject to the harms of dampness and stacking.

When the Organization made its paln to face the
ptoblem it took account of the following:

First: to ease off stacking of antiquities and curiosities
in storehouses, in order to start developing such sto-
rehouses in the desired scientific manner, and to turn
them into more organized storehouses so as to give
learners and specialists the opportunity to become
easily acquainted with the antiquities they deal with in
their studies.

Secondly: to bring the priceless antiquities and curio-
sities out into the open, and exhibit them in order that
the public may have the chance to see them for the
first time, and to be informed of some important
aspects of the successive Egyptian civilizations.
‘Thirdly: Bad storage, due to the fact that it had not
been scientifically managed, had caused damage to
some monuments. Through stocktaking, it was possible
to find some scattered pieces, bring them together,
finely restore them, and have them entered in the
scientific arhaeological register, in such a way as had
not been followed before

Dr Ahmad Kadry

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

V0 o e Dr ‘Allya Sheriff

The Organization of Antiquities has started to deal
with the problem since the beginning of 1982. Due to
lack of space here, it is quite sufficient to demonstrate
the matter briefly as follows:

1- The Egyptian Museum:

Exhibition has been reconsidered in such a way that
gave the opportunity to bring out some of the stored
curiosities to be exhibited in the showrooms. Further-
more, it was decided to stage periodic shows in the
museum for the curiosities that have never been dis-
played before.

2- The Islamic Museum:

The Organization had managed to get additional
rooms in the adjacent public library so as to have the
chance to lay before the public almost a thousand
pieces of textile (Egyptian - Persian - Turkish), in addi-
tion to two wardrobes, twenty carpets of various kinds,
and four brass chandeliers (Mameluke - Turkish), all of
which were stored and have never been displayed
before. Morecver, they have regained their glamour
after restoration.

3- Salahuddine Citadel:

Development and restoration work in the Citadel has
given us the opportunity to release an enormous
quantity of the stored antiquities which were moved
on to the Citadel where they were finely restored.
Likewise, we have had the chance to reopen
Al-Gawharah Museum and exhibit the curiosities that
had been stored in.

4- The Coptic Museum:

Thanks to reopening of the old pavilion in the Museum,
as also application of modern ways of display all over
the Museum, there have been released hundreds of
the priceless archaeological pieces belonging to the
coptic era.

Thus, the plan made by the Organization to esta-
blish two museums for civilization both in Cairo and
Asswan, as also the tendency to establish regional
museums are but an objective obviation of such a
problem. The airport Museum is a contribution to this
direction

Dr Ahmad Kadry.
President of Egyptian Antiquities

Organization.

e e T e e

Dr Wafa' Assiddieq

Dr Shawgql Nakhiah

engr. Jozef Zakl

engr. Ahmad Gabr Sherlff
engr. Nablil Abdessamie*
Mr ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar

Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hana’' Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy
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AL MAW’EL NEWS

¢ Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim, president of the
Centre, has received an invitation from
the general secretariat of the Arab
league to visit Tunisisa for the purpose of
giving technical advice on the detailed
preliminary studies made by the con-
sultative office of the Arab league plan
in Tunis.

» The Centre has received an invitation
from the chairman of the Board of Trustees
of the Arab Institute for Towns Develop-
ment, fo participate in the conference
organised by the Institute on «The urban
development of the Arab town — the
problems and the solutions», The Centre is
to present its experience in such field
concerning both the planned scientific
organization and management, and
preparation of planning manuals for
Egyptian towns.

* The president of the Cenire, Dr.
Abdelbaki Ibrahim, has received an
invitation from the International New
Towns Association to aitend the confe-
rence arranged for by the Association in
Roterdam (Holland) during the period
21-28 Oct. 1984, and also to attend the
conference that is to be held in Barce-
lona during the period 12-15 Dec. 1984.

* The Centre is to organize the scientific
symposium for postgraduates at the Insti-
tute of Housing Researches in Rcierdam
{Holland) for one week in Ociober 1984.
The Centre will also arrange for the lec-
tures and scientific visits of the 35-student
group coming from several countries of
the world.

* The team assigend by the Cenire to
run the symposium on «Housing in the
islamic Countries» which was arranged
for by the Organization of Islamic Capi-
tals and held in Ankara (Turkey,)
included Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim as
chairman, Dr Hazem Ibrahim as an
expert, and the architects Ramadan
Mahmoud Ramadan, Hala Omar, and
Sahar Abdel Moniem Atiya, demons-
trator in the Department of Architecture,
Cairo University.
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conscious and unconscious needs. He
explains that social systems have latent
functions, which sometimes are more
important for society than their manifest
function. He then goes on fo point out that
while the manifest functions are those
consequences of role performance which
are recognized by the members of
society, the latent functions are those
consequences which are not recognized
by them. In practice, particularly using
observation techniques for collecting
data, it is difficult to discern the real
meaning of activities. This may represent
a technical problem in coding the infor-
mation and later in its analysis. The reason
for this dificulty is partly because the
values of the observer are not always
similar to those of the group, and partly
because people themselves under cul-
tural canstraints frequently show different
attitudes from the real one, so obscuring
the meaning. Therefore It is difficult to
categorize all activities by a theoretical
classification, such as obligatory or dis-
cretionary activities.

For example, the latent and manifest
function of women's attitudes is going to
the marketplace in Egyptian villages. A
woman usually goes to the market once a
week to buy what she needs of groceries.
If this activity is defined as shopping only -
i.e. according fo the manifest form of the
activity, then one can argue that a few
shops in the village can replace the mar-
ketplace. But looking at the other side of
the activity shows that the market day is
the 'woman’s day', the one day in the
week when she can leave the confine-
ment of the house and enjoy the freedom
of walking. She meets her friends and
relatives from other villages during shop-
ping, and exchanges news. She has
permission to be a member of the crowd
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instead of a member of the family. This
description shows that for women the
market day is more than a shopping day.
She is living in society and feeling part of
the world. Ignoring this function of the
marketplace in the design of new settle-
ments, may have a serious effect on
women's satisfaction of the designed
environment.

To overcome this technical problem of
information gathering the researcher
should try to be fully aware of the culture
of the group particularly in the three main
steps of the study, catalogueing observed
activities, generalizing activities into
categories for observation, and combi-
ning observational categories into analy-
tical categories.

CONCLUSION:

Recently in most of the Muslim coun-
tries, many attempts have been made to
base the design concept of new deve-
lopment on the traditional Islamic urban
form. Siress is frequently laid on the
physical aspects of this tradition. This
results in representing cultural meaning,
simply as a sign without any real function,
which in rurn affects the traditional way of
life and culture. Islamic architecture is
more than simply a series of arches,
domes, and decoration; it is a reflection of
culture, religious beliefs, values, social
and economic structure, and a rather
specialised system of environmental con-
trol. The main principle of our proposed
approach is to elaborate the implication
of traditional Islamic urban pattern from
its physical context to include the analysis
of its socio-cultural and behavioural roots.
It is proposed that four main factors
should be involved in the investigation;
the spatial, behavioural, temporal and
social factors. The Idea is to examine how
these factors are combined (Fig. 10) and
interact as determinants of Islamic urban
pattern. This can provide indicators of the
real function of this traditional form, which
can be used as valid data for new deve-
lopment.

The object is to generate balance and
congruence between traditional lifestyle
and the new one, and to avoid social
shock and the destruction of cultural
identity. Thus, environmental change is
seen as a continuous process expressing
traditional values in a modern setting.

.
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Synopsis:

Subject of the issue:

«The Contemporary Urban Movement
in Kuwalts. The article illustrates the
urban movement In Kuwait ever since lis
establishment and uptill now, demons-
trating the consequtive planning
oxperiences starting with the first
master plan put in 1951, untill the most
recent urban plans under execution.

Personality of the Issue:

Dr. Mohamed Abdel Meglde Khalil, the
World Bank Consultant In the Arab
Reglon. He recelved the State Diploma
in Architecture from France in 1954. He
them travelled fo the U.S.A, In 1962.
where he studied light and architecture
and self help bullding techniques. In
1965, Dr. Abdel Megide Khalil was
appointed Prof. and Chlef of arch.
depart. at the Technical High Institute,
Zagazlg University, untill 1975, when he
resigned and dedicated himself for the
professional work through his consul-
tancy office.

Technical Article:

* «Architectural Orders In Arab Coun-
tries and lts Future ®ianning in the Fra-
mework of Contemporary Arab Civili-
zation », written by Prof. Ibrahim Sha-
booh. The article demonstrates the
various architectural patterns In Islamic
architecture through Iis consequtive
stages and uptill now. The writer finally
presents his proposal for the revival and
development of new concepts from our
Islamic architectural heritage.

= «Principles of Architectural Design In
Hot Areas- the technical information is
based on a study under the title of
«Principles of Design» by Dr. M.A. Ezz
8l-Din.

Project of the Issue:

* Natlonal Physical Plan for the state of
Kuwalit, and Master Plan for Kuwait city.
Consultant: Colin Buchann and Part-
ners; In addition to the first review of the
Master Plan In 1977. Consultant Shank-
land Cox Partnership.
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ACTIVITY SYSTEMS AS
DETERMINATS TO HOUSING

DESIGN IN MUSLIM CITIES

SOCIAL DIMENSION:

Examining and relating soclal factors fo
the organization of spaces and activity
systems (Filg. 6) provide a useful des-
eription and understanding of the eco-
logical neighbourhood. One can esta-
blish a relationship between social
perception and various spatial organl-
zations. For example, examining acti-
vitles that are generated from social
relatlons — such as visiting friends —
against different urban forms, may show
the extent to which home range, terrl-
torial andjor nelghbouring systems
affect friendshlp pattemns. This can
provide data, and give Indications of
how bulidings should be distribufed.

Space

G
[Part )
by:
Prof: J.Cliff Moughtin M.Tarek Shalaby

Institute of Planning Studies
Unliversity of Notingham 'U.K.

Studying the relationship between
grouping systems, in terms of space and
behaviour also provides a useful analysis
of how specific social groups interact with
the built environment. It will also help
answering the questions of how the same
space has different meanings for various
groups of people, and how spaces hinder
or promote activities.

The elements involved in studying the
social dimension of activity systems, and
physical form, vary and differ from one
culture to another. A chart of these ele-
ments (Fig. 7) is proposed to show the pos-
sible areas of analysis. The diagram is
based on three axes; social relations,
space, and activity systems. One can
examine the behaviour of particular

em—— ( SPace
groups in different spaces, or how the
same space is used by different groups of
people. The result may be very different
for different goups, and also varies with
different physical forms.
TEMPORAL DIMENSION:

Analysing the temporal dimension of
activity systems (Fig. 8) as in the study of
psychology, can provide a description of
how people spend their time; daily,
weekly, monthly andl/or yearly. Adding
the space as a third factor (Fig. 9), extends

: Space " Semi :

S Private | private | public | Public | Others

Individual
Sex Groups
Age Groups \
Neighbour Groups \
Friend Groups M

- ¢
Kin Groups = \
Specific Clique 4
Others 2

\\
T
“\

the scope of analysis, and relates it to
environmental design. For example,
shopping activities might be analysed in
the context of the use of shopping In rela-
tion to shops locations and business
hours.

The analysis can be elaborated to
probe how the same space has different
meanings at different times. For example,
the courtyard of the traditional Egyptian
house in rural areaqs, is used in the mor-
ning for housework, In the evening for
family leisure and eating, and during
summer nights for sleeping. A technical
problem of survey might emerge here;
that is, when the activities cannot be
directly observed, because of their spa-
tial and temporal extent. If this occurs it
may be possible to use a space-time
budget study.ln this case people are
asked to indicate, for the previous day or
the most recent weekend, the activities
they had engaged in, when they had
done them, and where. This would pro-
vide a most fruitful description of activity
routines, which can be used fo inform of
designing or plan making.

By fixing the time in a study, while
varying the physical setting, one can
examine how different physical forms
affect activities. For instance, by compa-
ring behavioural patterns in traditional
and modern forms, or finding out why the
function of a public area is different from
a semi-public one. The main object of all
these analyses, is to define the meaning
and function of the temporal dimension,
in relation to activity systems and built
form, in terms of distribution, timing,
sequence, synchronization and tempos.

MANIFEST AND LATENT DIMEN-
SIONS:

Because of the complexity of human
factors involved in the processes of initia-
ting behaviour, such as culture, values,
and personality, in many cases activities
have latent or expressive functions. Spiro
examined the social system in relation to
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The state mosque competition in Baghdad, Iraq, has brought up wide repercussions
among Arab and Muslim architects. A number of Iragi and Arab architects in addition
to a number of foreign architects from ltaly, America and Japan have participated in
conceptuelizing such a big project that seized the personal interest of the President
who had aftended fo a part of the discussions and views made on the submitied pro-
jects. He has given his own viewpoint represented to be that the architecture of such a
mosque must express both deep-rootedness and contemprary trends... deep-
rootedness, of the Iragi architecture in its details of Baghdad, and modernity with its
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world, muslim, and Arab dimensions. Countries no longer are far from each other in the
world of foday as they were in the remote past when the local cultural influence was

| clear and distinguished.
|

The structure was to be built for long periods of time during which the artist mingled
with the material of building, and practised his wok in conformity with the rules of
workmanship, in sincerity and self-denial, and through perseverance which secreted
such glerlous architectural exemplars.
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Mosque building has seized the concern of rulers and sultans, guite as it has seized
the interest of charitable people and merchants, who gave money and left building for
people of experience, as they left the craft for people of the trade, with what the latter
had had of higher architectural culture. Those craftsmen have gathered around them
some muslim and non-muslim architects of those who have had the artistic, creative,
and constructional aptitude. We do not go too far if we say that one of the italian archi-
tects has excelled in Islamic architecture, and his achievements have been visible in
some mosques of Cairo and Alexandria, in Egypt. The architecture of mosques has

® Prices and Subscription:

one Copy Annual

« Egypt P.1.75 LE 85 become a sort of specialization taken up by none but those who have learnt ifs design
= Sudan P.1.75 L.E.9.00 principies together with the basic rules of the trade of building, the origins of which
:ﬁggc’” iJ[g) ;‘ Hgg gg differ from place io place.

. guﬂggia 55121 Hgg gg A Muslim scholar has written about the design of mosques and the grounds that call
w U A Emirates ED. 15 U's.$ 36 for reviving an old custom which is almost done away with, namely that the mueazzin
* Qatar Q.R. 12 USS536 should call to prayer from atop the minaret, with his body quite visible as much as pos-
* Bahrein B.D. 1 U.8.$ 36 sible, taking into account that its construction should be economized as much as pos-
: E;;:;%non E'L‘ gg ﬂgg gg sible, its location should look out on the road, and the construction should be strongly
« Morocco USS$35 US.S36 built without pride or decorations. The mosque, according to Islamic principles, should
* Europe Uss & U.5.560 also be built without columns cutting the rows off so that the worshipper may see with his
* Americas Uss 6 USS§72 own eyes the preacher on Fridays. As fo lavatories, neither should they face fowards the

Qiblah nor be opposite to it. Some scholars are of the opinion that the male entrances
to the mosgue have to be kept away from those of the temale. In both cases, the entry
movement of worshippers should not oppecse their rows inside the mosque, sc that the
earliest arrivals may sit down In the first rows, and then the latecomers in the next rows,
and so on, until the mosgue fills up with worshippers. Hence the merit of the first rows
taking the linear shape which is perpendicular to the direction of Qiblah.
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* Cairo-Egypt (A.R.E.)
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Telex: 93243 CPAS. UN

There comes the call for more researches and studies, more thinking and origination
in the design of modern mosques, in such a degree that they speak well for the Islamic
cultural values which are valid evermore and everywhere, are in keeping with scien-
tific developments, and connected with the local artistic heritage. Such are the ele-
ments of the equation that needs more efforts to be solved.
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