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SYNOPSIS

FOUR MAIN SUBJECTS

* The Obelisk of Ramessis II,
opposite Cairo International Air-
port. A histrorical and scientific
review of its importance among
the Egyptian obelisks. The report
dwells upon the strenuous efforts
exerted by the experts of the
Egyptian Antiquities Organization
in relocation, restoration and
re-erection of the obelisk in its
present site.

The obelisk was moved away
from Tanis (Governorate of
Shargia), where there are siill
some other obelisks. The Antiqui-
ties Organization is considering
to relocate one of them to be
re-erected in front of the National
Museum planned to be esta-
blished in Al-Jezira grounds
(Cairo).

+ The Obelisk of Heliopolis
(Matariya). It is also known as the
obelisk of Sesostris |, which is all
that remains standing of his
temple at Heliopolis. The article
demonstrates the history of the
great monument which dates to
the age of the Twelfth Dynasty,
circa 1940 B.C. Heliopolis is con-
sidered as the source of the idea
of obelisks since the dawn of his-
tory. It was the capital of the thir-
teenth region of lower Egypt. Ifs
importance is also attributable to
its being an ideological centre.

The idea of a universal god that
had created the world and all
living things goes back to the
ancient doctrine of Heliopolis.

* Museum of Cairo Interna-
tional Airport which was recently
established by the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization in coo-
peration with Cairo International
Airport Organization. It is an exci-
ting record which gives the Egyp-
tian as well as the foreign guests
a general view of the elements of
the Egyptian civilization. It gives
them, too, a cultural incentive to
be more informed of the exploits
of such civilization. The new
museum is especially useful for
the guest who had not got time
enough to visit the main national
museum. The Antiquities Organi-
zation thus offers him a chance to
cast a quick glance on the
achievements of the ancient
Egyptian throughout history and
prehistory. The museum is a
reflection of the great culture of
man in Egypt and an epitome of
his civilivizational and intellec-
tual advancement.

* The Tombs at Beni Hassan: The
first stage of development work.
Such tombs constitute one the
most important archaeological
areas on the eastern side of the
Nile, at Al-Minya governorate.

B S e e —— ) 1 e

They are 39 tombs, the history of
which dates back to the Middle
Kingdom (2134) 1778 B.C.) The
report deals also with the scien-
tific efforts achieved as yet to res-

- tore, clean, and illumine four

tombs within the framework of a
comprehensive plan to develop
the whole area of Beni Hassan.

The newely developed tombs
are:

A) The tomb of Amenemhat no. 2
who was a ruler in the reign of
Sisostris I, who was the second
king of the twelfth dynasty (1972-
1928 B.C.). It consists of a loggia
the roof of which rests on two
octagonal columns. Behind
them, there is a vaulted entrance
hall and the gate of the tomb. The
entrance leads to the main hall
which is supported by two lines of
columns, with two columns in
each line.

B) The tomb of Khum-hotep no. 3,
who was one of the rulers in the
reign of king Amenemhat Il (1930-
1895 B.C.).

C) The tomb of Bakt no. 15, a ruler
in the reign of the eleventh
dynasty (2134-1991 B.C.).

D) The tomb of Khety no. 17 which
belongs to another ruler of the
same dynasty.

eV E



Editorial

Obelisks are one of the symbolic characteris-
tics of the Egyptian civilization that have been,
since the dawn of history, connected with helio-
latry and the philosophy of the genesis of exis-
tence taught in Hellopolis university, the most
anclent centre of learning In the history of man.
Just as they were aiso linked with the Pyramids,
the Egyptian temples, as well as the spiritual,
artisitc and political life, In the same manner
during the ages of that civilization.

The Greeks, and the Romans after them have
been so enamoured of the aesthetic and abstract
values In such towering embiem of ancient Egypt
that the Romans had, since the time of Emperor
Augustus In the first century of the Christian era,
taken away some tens of those obelisks fo Rome
and Byzantium. There have been raised in Rome
such a great collection of more than eighteen
obelisks, eleven of them at least are relocated
from Egypt, that it has been named the «CITY OF
OBELISKS~. The French did also move away during
the reign of Mohammad Aly and king Louls Phi-
lippe 1832 A.D. an obelisk that was set up In the
Place de la Concorde, the greatest of Paris
squares. In London, too, there was raised, In the
last century, an obelisk in Trafalgar square on the
bank of river Thames. There has been oo an
Egyptian obelisk in Central Park, New York, since
the beginning of the century.

Such great obelisks that are planted In the
greatest of European and American squares give
lofty evidence for the greatness of Egypt’s civiil-
zation, at the same time when Egyptian squares
and capitals are deprived of them, except the
Obelisk of Hellopolls (Matarlya) which Is situated
in a place far away from the eyes of the people,
and the Obelisk of Ramessis Il which Is situated In
Al-Jezira grounds, and which has become, after
the erection of Cairo Tower In its vicinity, In an
aesthetic state Incommensurate to Its value as a
sight. Moreover, such state does not give the cul-
tural and aesthetic Impression to Cairo people.

Dr Ahmad Kadry

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-'Imary

Vo wwpe Dr ‘Allya Sheriff

1 1 ¥ T —————————————

Since a complete, well-defined and manifest
national policy and philosophy was drawn up
towards our national archaeological heritage, it
has been the duty of the Egyptian Antiquities
Organization, within the framework of such view,
and for the sake of raising the level of the citizens’
public historical awareness, and adoning our
capitals with some towering monuments of our
heritage connecting the past with the present, to
embark upon implementation of some plan In
order to realize such obviously significant
national goals.

The Organization has actually relocated an
obelisk of Ramessis Il dating back to the tweifth
century B.C., from the vicinity of Tanis, where
there have been some broken obelisks thousands
of years ago, to the open square of Cairo Inferna-
tional Airport. The obelisk was restored as a pre-
liminary step toward its setting up on a raised
platform, shaped as the front of an anclent Egyp-
tian temple, and surrounded by a more-than - 20
feddans public garden. It was so designed In
order fo greet some seventeen million persons,
both Egyptians and foreigners, who use the air-
port throughout the year, according to the statis-
tics of Cairo International Alrport Organization.

An exact «412m» replica ofRamessislistatue has
been recently made In order to be set up at
nearly the beginning of the airport road to be the
last monument seen by those who depart from
Egypt through Cairo Infernational Airport. Ano-
ther exact «5m» replica of another statue of
Ramessis Il is to be set up at a distance of some
hundreds of metres from the site of the new obe-
lisk facing the arrivals coming to Egypt through
the Airport.

We can establish the fact that what has been
accomplished within the framewerk of such plan
Is confirmation for the role of modern Egypt by
sefting Its obelisks up as fine aesthetic sights, just
as was done by both Europe and America, as also
fo pride ourseives upon the archaeological
explolts reflecting the gift of the Egyptian inge-
nuity of which land such obelisks went out to
adorn the most important capitals of Europe and
America Just as this obelisk Is now adorming our
Egyptian capital city.

Dr Wafa’ Assiddleq

Dr Shawgl Nakhiah

engr. Jozef Zakl

engr. Ahmad Gabr Sheriff
engr. Nabll Abdessamie*
Mr “‘Abdullah Al-‘Aftar

Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Faftah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hana' Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy
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El-maw’el News:-

* The Center is organizing a
new training course in the field
of electrical engineering, that’s
after the work was settled in the
mechanical and electrical
depariment. It is worth men-
tioning that the structural
department has aiready been
established, in an attempt to
reach a stage of self integration
in all specializations.

e The Center is currently ins-
talling a Computer machine at
its premises, to be aded fto its
existing highly technical ins-
tallations. Meanwhile, the
Center is constantly Supplying
its library with the most recent
publications in the field of
architecture and planning.

e The Aga Khan Award for
Islamic Architecture hasre-
quested the Centre to present
one of its publications on the
pages of «Alam el-Benaa», as
the most widely spread scien-
tific magazine in the Arab Worid
today.

e The Center has begun fo
recelve researches and essays
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from some British and German = . Loy
Universities to be published in B i
«Alam el-Benaa» magazine, —%Y¢r- B
-especially on the topics calling ‘:ulc‘-"L_j: D D D
for the revival of deep-rooted O
cultural values in Islamic —
architecture. X
LAY il s e

e The Center is preparing the
planning and architectural
designs for a number of projects
in the Arab World, in
co-operation with local con-
sultancy offices there. The
Center is now well known for its
distinguished architectural and
planning designs which keep to
the cultural values of contem-
porary Islamic architecture. The
Center is constantly developing
its concept -through research -
to cope with modern require-
ments.
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Synopsis:-

Subject of the Issue:-

«NATURE AND ARCHITECTURAL FORM-,
by arch. Hala Omar. The arlicle dis-
cusses the relation between man and
nature and the Influence eof natural
forces, urban and climatic factors, on
architectural form along the successive
ages. The relation between the natural
environment and archifectural form
passed through three successive slages,
subordination, symblosis, and exploita-
tion.

Personality of the [ssue:-

¢ Dr Mahmoud Saml Hassan, Dean of
Engineering and Technolegy College-
Helwan University, and chiet of Archi-
tectural Depariment. He received his
doctorate on Town-Planning frem
Dresden University - Germany, in 1962.
He underteok many govemmental key
positions in the fleld of urban and rural
planning In Egypt, Yemen, and Libya,
until 4974 when he started his academic
career at Helwan University.

Projects of the Issue:-

* A Private House at El-Mohandessine
Cairo.

* A Private House at Minneapolis, Min-
nesota.

* Kurhaus, Lelsure Center, at Baden-
weller, West Germany.

* $uncave, Private House at Santa Fe,
New Mexico.

Technical Articles:

* «Architecture between Nature and
Human Technology», The article dis-
cusses the principles of formation and
growth in nature and the most important
theorles In modem organic architecture
based on these laws,

» «Koranic Notlons and Establishing
Balance In Form» by Dr Hazem Ibrahim.

Book review:-

e «Architecture and Communily -—
Bullding in the lsiamic World Today». The
book was published for the Aga Khan
Award for Architecture by Aperture, a
division of Sliver Mountain Foundation
Inc. Millerton, New York 12546, in order
fo present contemporary projects that
were honored In the first cycle (1977-
1980) of the Award and fo manifest their
symbolic, soclal, and cultural condexts.
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R ALAM ALBENA

Sculpture:Organic Form

Some say that technology
should make bulidings that
respond to our bodles llke clo-
thing or protect them like shells.
For some architects this Is pos-
siblé only with «irrational» cur-
vilinear forms which avold right
angles. Such forms might have
gone beyend the merely lrra-
tional to the Ildea of architec-
fure as a kind of nurturing
womb. According fo such trend,
house Interiors may be an
extension of the nervous system
into a continuous warm surface.
Alive with arteries for water and
energy, and glowing with light

Transformations in Modern Architecture,

Arthur Drexler

tfrom enticing tunnels and
apertures, such environments
anticipated the ideal of
«polymorphous perversity»
advocated in the early sixties.
The 1960 version of «Endiess
house~ by klesler used a warped
concrete membrane fto make
rooms, but Introduced a vio-
lently textured surface. This
decisive change from earlier
versions moved away from the
polished surtaces of technology
to the gritty substance of
mythological archetypes.
Smoothness as an atiribute of
continuity still remains a theo-

reticai possibility as in the
dreamlike vistas designed In
photomontage by David Jacob.
But most design In kiesler's
organic mode follows his lead, if
only because concrete sprayed
on twisted metal mesh tends to
be ‘rough and to generate
similar forms.

Interiors In this kind of buil-
ding seldom equal the Intense
Imagery of their exteriors, partly
because curvilinear continuity
I$ compromised by aggressive
textures, flat floors, fumiture,
and even the most minor use of
right angled details.
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Isilamic Values in Designing the
Dwelling Unit

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

If the family is the core of society, the dwelling unit will be the core of the neigh-
bourhood, which is confirmation for the values of neighbourhood as well as the
rights of the neighbour that are spurred to by the true Religion (Islam). Just as the
family has its social and Islamic values, the neighbourhood has its human relations
based on mutual responsibility, fraternization, and cooperation in building the per-
fect balanced society. All those values centre around the springhead of light and
guidance as represented in the mosque, combining the activities that realize such
values through prayers, get-together, medical practice, and education, which are
reflected in the cultural building of the neighbourhood with its proper size as well as
the proper local relations among its elements.

Construction of the Islamic neighbourhood starts with building the dwelling unit
of the family that keeps to Islamic values, which is reflected in its architectural
design as well as Its structure taking a balanced torm that fultils our time’s requi-
remenis of equipment, as alse carries out man’s requirements of calm, sedentari-
ness, privacy, dignity, health, and security, within the tamily means. Such means as
are, also, subject, by their conditions and regulation, to the principles of Islamic
Sharie‘ah (legislation) that perfectly organizes the material relations among people
in such a way as to give every man his due without extravagance, waste of effort,
nor putting one side before the other save fairly and justly.

If we follow the Islamic values in designing the dwelling unit we shall see their
signs at the door of the dwelling, in the manners of man having to ask permission to
enter, which requires such a special design of the entrance that does not open
directly into the inside of the dwelling unit but through an indirect move, as well as
an orientation in which the entrant does not violate the privacy of the dwelling, in
such a manner that the master of the house is given time to prepare himself for
having acquaintance with the entrant, letting him in, and then receiving him atter-
wards in the proper place. If the entrance is designed in such a way that ensures
inviolability of the dwelling, it will also help the family move directly from it into their
living space as well as the suite of sleep and facilities.

As to the guest, he has his reception room on the opposite side, in appreciation ot
the inviolability of the dwelling and the privacy of living in. Hence, the designing
layout of the so-called living room is different, on the grounds that such a designa-
tion, which is foreign to Islamic values, is common in the Western socitey that does
not keep to the privacy of the dwelling as a social value, since the living room in the
west is also a place for the guest to be received in and given the welcome imme-
diately after entry without any partition or screen.

In such sense, the local requirements for living in the dwelling unit bound by
Islamic values are ditferent from such requirements in the same unit of the Western
societies as regards its designs, which have become a prevailing fashion in the
types ot housing in the Islamic societies, as an imperative result of the civilizational
incursion that upset the balance of values, and became linked with the continuous
shoves of technological achievements that aimost swept away all constructive and
ideal values. Thus, a muslim family requires a place for its private way of life that
ensures It privacy from within as well as from without. It requires at the same time a
space to welcome the guest in. f such space constitutes a burden on material
potentials, the architect is able to plan such space as to ensure privacy, just as he
may well plan a reception room whenever it is required.

Here, the architectural design, in all its steps and theories, obeys the Islamic
values that establish local relations of the dwelling unit.

Hence architectural designing thinking is dominated by Islamic concept. And
there comes about the rebirth of a new science the subject of which is Islamic
architectural theories.
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