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SYNOPSIS:—

Subject of the Issue: The Citadel of Salah
El-Dine (572 - 579 H - 1176 - 1783 A.D.)

The Citadel is a grand city surrcunded
by great walls furnished with towers. it was
built on consecuitive stages and is formed
of two sections the northeast section (Kallet
El Gabai) was erected during the regin of
Salah Ei-Dine El-Avoubi, aond was com-
pleted by his successors El-Adel and
El-Karnal, The southeast section was cons-
fructed by varicus rulers from Salah El-Dine
fill Mohamed Ali.

Since 1971 A D. when Khedive lsmail left
the Citadel to Abdine Palace. it ceased to
be the center of pawer and administration
s it used ta ke in the Islarmic history of
Egypt. Since then elements of corruphon
accumulated and reached its worst in the
late stages; a fact which necessitated
fotal restoration in the old pars of the
citadel, and in particuiar the wolls and
fowers. An ambitious scheme for the resto-
ration and development of the Citadel,
was therefore initiated by the Antiguities
Crgonization, under the supervision of Dr
Ahmad Kadry, The first stage of resteoration
sfarted in February 41283 and ended in
August 1283, We hereby iliustrate part of
the architectural ond detoiled restoration
work clone in the northeast section of the
Citadel.

Restoration of Walls and
Towers:-

The restcration of the walls and fowers,
ir the northeast section constituted a large
patt of the first stage of development. The
damaged stores were reploced. the
foundations of the walls were strengthend.
and the gaps and kreaks were filled. The
stone battlements were built as well s
paris of the missing or dornoged architec-
tural elerments; this included the tower
El-Mokattam down till the tower
tl-Maballal in the northern area of the
citadel, and the lowers of B-Mekawssar,

El-Eimam, and El-Ramlah in the edadster
side. The restoration work also included
rearranging the inclinaiion of the sand
and rocks in front of the walls of the citadel
through digging sond and earth armoun-
fing to nearly 50.000m < inorder to accer-
fuate these walls, in addition to the resto-
ration of the inner walls seperating bet-
ween the various components of the
Citadel, lke the wall of El-Nasser
Mohomead lkbn Galowun.

«Borg Al-Turfah; is considerad one of the
greatest towers of the northeast section, os
it covers an area of Y00mZ. The tower and
its antiquities was restored for visits as
sarmple for a defensive tower from the
Ayoubid period. New discoveries proved
that the tweo inner sections of the tower are
directly linked inorder fo facilitate defen
sive action. which is contradictory 1o wha'
was published in Creswell’s references or
the Citade| {which stated that the two sec
tions of Borg Al-Turfah cre completel.
seperated).

- Mosque of Soliman Pasha

Efc[s,riyat el. Gabal) (535 H. 1141

This mosque was built by Prince El. Mor-
tady Magd el-kKhelaafa, and restared by
saliman Pasha el-Khadem, in @35H.. 1o be
the first mosgue consfructed in pure
Ctioman style in Egypt. Recently, the
mosque had recched a defaricrated
condition gnd was unsuitcble for proyer.
The restoration scheme for the monument
included phetographing all the architec-
tural elements from the inside and oufside
pefore staring the restoration work: all the
decorative glements were  studied,
redrown, and documented. The architec-
tural ond detaled restoralion inciuded
changing daomoged stones, reinforce-
rnent of foundations. removal of layer of
white painling and accurnulated smoke,

restoraticn and cleaning of marble and
wooden parts of the mosque, court, and
annexed tornbs, in oddition fo adding -
ceramics to the cupolo ond minareks in
the original style.

some of the metol accesseries used in
Sarivot el-Gabal Mosque, affer restoro-
fion.

The Oftoman iombstones of Sidi
Sariyatel Gabal, after restoration.
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Antiquities and Restoration

Egypt and no other countries of the world is distinguished for
being the cradie of human civilization. There have been raised
on its soil, effusively in succession, the lofty sights of the most
ancient civilization that hos given to man in general and to
modern scientific culture in porticular a great multitude of
achievements and concepts in the fields of architecture, arl,
religion, and science in the same manner. The material vestiges
of such civilization are lantamount to the largest natural museum
on earth, which granted Egypt such @ high-ranking cuitural and
civilzationadl place that constitutes o significant and influencing
taclor in our political, cullural, and sconomic relations alike.

Hence the grect responsibility and the big challenge we have
to tace at present, due to the fact that it is extremely important fo
deal with the cause of our archaecological legacy out of o com-
prehensive and radical viewpoint. considering that the renais-
sance of modern Egypt connot civilizationally materialize and
yield its social, sconomic, and cultural fruits save by setting the
heart of our contemporary nation on such legacy, through clos-
sing its vestiges with the world heritage, with regard to restorc-
fion, development and preservation on the cne hand, and
increasing the historical and archaeological consciousness of
our comman citizens and youths on the other.

Ever since the sestablishment of o department for Egyphian
antiquities in the fifties of the last century, and o committee tor
Arab and Istamic legacy in the eighties of the same cenlury,
fhere began, for the first fime in the history of modern Egypt, a
scientific tfreakment of our archasological heritoge, dlthough it
tock on, for purely academic recsons, a form of learning and
excavations. while restoraion and preservation of e legacy
maostly remained second in importance atsuch stage, which was
morked by a sort of alien cultural and political hegemony, that
brought about such a severe exhaustion of our antiquities of

which American and European museums boasted in the course
of the last century.

Such a cultural hegemony persisted in dominating the desti-
nies of our archaeclogical legocy uniil the egyptianization of
the Anfiquities Department, immedialely after the start of July
Revoiution in 1952.

} do not go beyond facts it | declare that restoration work was
nothing but a periodic upkeep by the very nature of the case,
quite os if was only o partial one-man job representing no com-
prehensive philosophy of restorgtion. Let it suffice you 10 know
that Egyptian nagtional museums hove not enjoyed any kind of
care since the beginning of the twentieth century until they,
together with the neglecied antiquities areas, become a cause
of public shame which was our common offliction.

Such was the deterioration of antiquilies in general and Cdiro
Isicmic sights in particular that numbers of their elements were
about to crumble, which necessitated making < sort of national
endeavour in the course of the following two or three decades,
s0 as to save the worsening sikuation.

The Organization of Antiquities has been, since 1981, in a state
of comprehensive mobilization. it has actuclly drown out o
detailed S5-year national plan in order to deveiop the main
museums, estabiish new regional museums, as well as a national
museum in Cairo for Egyptian civilization, and another museum
in Asswan for Nubion aniiquities. The plan, likewise, includes
comprehensive restoration and decordation of archoagological
areqs.

Dr Ahmad @adry
Chairman - Egyptian
Antiquity Authority

Dr. Ahmad Kadry
Editing Staff;

Dr. Shawki Nakhig

Mr. Mohammad El Hodidy

Eng. Joseph Zaki Dr. Abdelbaki tbratyim

Eng. Ahmad Gabr Dr. Ahmad Kemal
Sherif Abdetlfatah

Dr. Afia Sherif. Dr. Amo! El Amry
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AL MAW'EL NEWS

» A group of Third World siudentis from
Newcastle Universilty, accompanied by
the chief of the department and some
staff members have visited the Cenfre
premises so as fo be acquainted with
the activities carried out by the Centre,
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim, President of lhe
Center, has given a lecture on such
actlivities as those of reconstruclion and
development in Yhird World countries.

+ Within the framework of agreement
petween the Centre and Urban Planning
Organization, the final form of 4
manuals have been delivered under the
fellowing headings: How fo work out the
town directive plan - How 1o work oul the
village divective plan, How o draw up
and arrange planning dala - How to
organize and manage agencies of local
development. Likewise, the ftraining
programme has been delivered fo
agencies of local planning at the
governarales.

+ Three staff members of the Centre;
arch. Nara al-Shinnawi, darch. Hada
Fawszi, and arch. Kamelia al-Hout, have
been enrolled as post-graduate sfu-
denis for M A in lown-planning at Ein
Shams university.

+ The unit of mechanical and elecirical
engineering ot the Cenitre has
embarked on ifs actlivity under the
chairmanship of engr. Ibrahim Zaitoun,
an electrical engineering expert who
had got a ihorough experience in the
field both in Egypi and abroad.

* There hdas come io an end the first
training course of the 1984 frailning
programme arrdanged by the Centre. It
was joined by many participants from
Saudi Arab Kingdom, governorates of
Minya, Damietta and Singi, investment
companies, new urban communities
and the Egyptian Saudi Company. The
Centre has issued the handbook of the
1984 training programme, and dispat-
ched it to concerned authorities.
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The design criteria outlined by the
architect included that the building
should reflect slamic values in con-
lemporary Arake  architecture,  without
applying any characteristic features,
such as arches, domes, stalactites, or
any decorafive stonework. Also cons-
truction costs had to be within current
costs for similar structures, and com-
monly used building materials, and
building fechrigues used.

There had to be an emphasis on
inward orieniation as o reflection of the
sense of inward life on the occupants,
but the automobile was o bhe acco-
modated as reflection of modem
technelogical achievement. The infe-
rior would reflect the same theme of
Islamic values, in the design of its fur-
rishings, and in the use of water

The plan and spatial volumes of the
residence respond very much to a fra-
ditional islamic living and social pat-
tern. Upon entering. one sees a two-

storey space. an enclosed court with @

ftiled fountaion, off to which are the
rmain siting room., or mgjlis, dining
room, kitchen and services spaces.
There is a second family living space
on the upper level. which looks through
screens onio the interior court. In a tra-
ditional Islamic household, it is custo-
mary tor the wormen.to hove a separate
social space screened from visitors.

WD e — e 1 2 PITITETRTET A

Each floor steps out over the floor
kelow, thus helping with the wood
screening in front of cll openings, o
protect the exterior walls and interior
spaces from direct sunlight. an elerment
that is undesirable in this region of the
world.

These elements of the building.
along with the cenjral garden court
with its corsswind openings. insure thaf
the entire structure is comfortable even
during the hottest months of the year.

To conclude, | respect this structure
because it represents an imaginative
and realistic resolution of the opposing
forces previously menfioned, and an
answer to those that on the cne hand
continue to declare that we rmust return
1o the fraditional forms and expressions
of the past, and those that have
become bridgeheads for importers of
the most rmundane expressions of
popular cesthetic formulas, and uni-
maginative applications of «the katest»
matericls and Westermn  stylistic  ele-
rments.

| am happy to report that Cr. lerahim
has been able to design ofher struc-
tures, within the same principles that he
Delieves in, for Kuwail and Saudi
Arabia, in addifion to his beloved

Egypt.
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SYNOPSIS:-

- Subject of the Issue:-

«Planning and Design Principles of
Commerclal Buildings», the orticle is a
resume of a book under the fitle «Plan-
ning Criteria for Commerclal Services»
written by Dr Hazem Ibrahim, published
in S.A. in the framework of the U.N,
Urban Planning Project.

— Personality of the Issue:-

1sDr Omar Mahran, prof. of architecture
at the College of Fine Arts in Alexandria.
He received his bachelor degree In
Arch. from Alex, University In 1958, he
then travelled to France where he
received his Doclorate. Dr Mahran par-
ticipated in many design and planning
projects.

- Technical Arficle:-

«Koranic Notions and the Islamic
House, written by Dr. Hazem Ibrahim.
The arlicle explains that on «slamic
House» should provide the «functional
aspech: derived from the Islamic creed
and «materialistic aspect which orlgi-
nates from the reflection of the Islamic
creed and on the physical elements of
the house.

— Projects of the Issue:-

«Tiba 2000-, Madinet Nasr - Cairo: archl-
tects. P.B. Sabbour [Cairo) in association
with M.B.A. architects / urbanistes, and
DACP, Inco. A residential, commercial,
and recredational complex, on an area
of 41000m2,

— The Omon Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Ruwi, Sultante of Oman:
architects, Jefferson Sheard ond Part-
ners, Ayoub Oghanna Associates. The
design was aworded first prize in on
architectural competition.

— Commercial, Administrative, Resi-
dential, and Recreational Complex,
llinois, U.5.A.. The complex, 837 Fed-
dans, was consiructed in an existing
residential district. It includes 4000
residential units, inaddition to office
buildings, schools, gardens, 4 deparf-
mental stores, and 19 small store distrl-
buted along the maln axis of the com-



Residential and Educational Building,

Architect: Dr. Abdelbaki
Ibra him

The crchitect who either works in o
Third World or developing country by
choice, or is destined by birth to work
there. very often finds himself ot the
center of two opposing forces existing
as a result of past or present contras-
fing culiures and religions, and their
attendant values and methods of
expression.

In the instance of Egypt the two
opposing forces are the contrast bet-
ween its Pharaonic past with its mortal
mulliple gods and secularfreligious
architeciure, as a foucs for alt life; and
the Iater monotheistic Islamic religion,
with its de-emphasis on any glorifica-
fion or even visual expression of man.

But with the cdvent of the 20th cen-
tury, another force was created which
now pulls at all the architects of the
Third World. This is our so-called Wes-
tern civilization and by extension archi-
teciure, design, techrnotogy and cul-
tural expressions.

The impact of this third force was
made possible by the development of
mass media, which has led 1o culuiral
cross-fertilization. and which can be
spread through almost instant com-
munication, to the most remote socie-
ties of the world. Electronics does not
recognize barriers, natural, manmade,
or polittical.

Abdeloaki lbrahim stands at the
center of these three forces in his own
couniry Egypt. both as an architect
and an educator.

The structure shown here in Cairo, is-|
betieve-an architectural expression of
his thoughi. processes. and
personal/professional interests, which
have come about as o result of his
concern for the salvage of the culfural
soul of his country. and the redsfinition
of its architectural and general envi-
ronmental identity, all this at the time
when Egypt is compelled to cope with
problems of its fujure.

Dr. lorahim has said that the motiva-
lion kehind the design and construc-

Heliopolis, Cairo

Chief of Arch. Department - Ein
Shams University

fion of this mulli-use structure, was o
create a living example as to how the
architect could reflect Islamic values in
his design without using the traditional
decordiive features, or excess of
expenditure characterising the buil-
dings of similar standards. At the same
time this project wos designed to
answer those who, according to Dr,
Ibraihim. oppose the call for the revival
of Islamic values in  contemporary
architeciure, Several years before the
building was designed, the architect
wrote an article in the leading Egyptian
daily newspaper AlFAhram, calling for
the revival of Isiamic values in con-
temporary ‘architecture and planning.
Unfortunaitely the opposition to this call
cagme form  fellow professionals.
However, o few, lead by Hassan Fathy,
the piocneering architect of this direc-
fion came fo his side.

Furthermore. in the absence of g
common undersianding by the laymen
of the concept of reviving Iskamic
values and spirit, without becoming
imitative or decorative, it was difficul
for him to convince his clients to apply
this concept to their projects. So the
dgifernative to proving his point was to
undertake himself the realization of
these values in a contemporary archi-
tecture, by setting up his own building.

In beginning to talk about the work, |
feel it imponant to pldce it in context,
for those readers who may not have
experienced whai is happening archi-
tecturaily in developing couniries such
as Egypt.

Heliopolis, where this project is
located, means «cityh of the sun» in
Greek, and in fact this fashicnable
suburo of Caire was in its heyday in the
20's and 30's home to o large affluert
colony of Greeks.

Its civic architecture buill by a
Belgiantrading empire, isa strange
amalgam of Eastern, Mogul, Islamic,
and even Art-Deco siyles. The large
houses dnd spacious apartment buil-
dings, with their deep outdoor rooms

by Tecoharis L. David
Chairman Graduate Architecture
Written for the AlA Joumal

and verandahs were designed by
mostly Egyption and Viernnese archi-
tects. and trained alroad in the An-
Ceco and Modernist movements of
pre-World War Il Europe.

Interspersed in Heliopolis is  more
«Egyplion» presence, in the form of
palaces and official buildings, built by
the modern Egyptian Dynasty  that
ended with the aborted reign of King
Farouk in 41952,

All  this architecturcl exuberance
and «generosity» was brought fo an
abrupt end, not only by a changing
economic base created by an
expanding population, but by political
changes, and an archilecture for the
masses was imported by the socialist
era of the charismatic Gamal Alkdel
Nasser,

Alas, it seemed that g shallow
adaptation of the modernist style of
slan and beamn, and white banded
horizontally, devoid of any character,
was then, and continues to be the most
feasible archilectural order of the day.
In the Egypt of today. this style of buil-
ding persists more for economic rea-
sons, and because it is «simpler» to
design, than s o rejection of Pho-
raonic, Iskamic, Colenist, or Monarchist
ost.

The U-shaped structure is located on
an an irregular through plot of 430 m2
and 20m wide. in o guiet residential
area of five and six-storey apartment
buildings. It combines two basic func-
tions, living guarers for Or. liorahim, his
wife, and two sons, and rented flat
above, and the Certer of Plarning and
Architecture Studies (CAPS). a Doxiadis
style design, and educational organi-
zation founded by the architect.

These two different functions,
enftered from opposite sides of the site,
are joined not only by o building mass
ct the upper levels, but by a walled
garden courtyard, which also opens
out onfo the two streets bordering the
site.
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DIPLOMA ..MA.. and DOCTORATE
THE NOTION and The AIM
Dr. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

There is a large quantity of the ambitious youths of building who ity 1o complets their
planning and architectural studies in order fo attain o diploma, or MA and then Docto-
rafe if possible, out of their conviction that to atfain MA is 1o be halfway 1o the top and to
aticin Doctorate i3 1o attain 1o the fop itself. Some say that such higher degrees are
necessary complerments 1o round out the findl form of architect or plonner, especially in
the developing communities where such degrees are regarded s the quintessence of
learning cnd kKnowledge, and particularly when most Arale universities regard aftion-
ment 1o such degrees as a basic gualification for joining in with the teaching staff in their
departments of architecture and planning, at the fime when Western universities attach
great impriance 10 experience, scientitic production, and planning or architecturail
thinking. Thus we find in such universities that lofs of architecture professcrs  Iack such
academic degrees, as dlso some of them have not cdvanced gradudlly in the same
routine functional manner as memibsers of the universities’ teaching staff. Most of the pro-
fessors of architecture in the universities of the West are qppointed from the ouiside
without being bound by academic degrees. It is not such degrees but the scientific
plkanning. and architectural production that counts. And so does the scientific and prac-
fical experience which conrtributes to origination, development, and pursult of scientific
achievements in the world of building, Each university has got its instructional objectives,
thus defining the nature of scientific and pratical aualifications of the professor of archi-
tecture or planning that can fulfil such clojectives. There becomes manifest the inteliec-
fual diversity in the instructional processes which leads to diversity in the schools of plan-
ning and architecture.

Such schools give voice 10 the scientific thought or trend which is stimulcted and
guided by the thinking of him who runs such school, namely its professor of planning or
architecture. Hence, the insiructicnal process proceed along a plain course. and does
not follow the individual ideas or directions of multitudinous professors undertraking such
process, which puts the student in a muddle. Thus, the architectural thinking or trend
becomes a basis of the insfructional process, more willingly tharn the diploma, the MA
and then the doctorate s a tradition.

The concept of a diploma, MA, or dactorate may vary from one school 1o another, as
also, from one university 1o another. However, there is a minimum academic degree. Be
that as it may. the groundwork is to gquestion causality and guality, the real and the
opposite. free from any intellectual sediments or personal sentiments. because science
has got its laws that okjectively govern it, in addition to busying the mind from the parti-
cular fo the general aspects and vice versd, until the picture reaches completion, with its
fime and space dimensions being cCledrly defired. The research worker, in his guest of
scienfific material, ke it in reference books or in practical reality, is to exhaust a lot of
jime and exertion. He may imagine that he had reached the end of the course, and that
he had nothing before him except analysis and conclusion. But, as o matier of fact, he
had had reached the beginning of the course, after which he as 1o arrange. classify,
and digest the collected maderial and then 1o work out its guintessence constituting the
background or the scientific premise for the research.
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