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AL-MAW'EL NEWS

* DR. Abdelbaki lbrahim, president of the
Centre, jointly with DR. Hazem Ibrahim, the
technical director, are to render their
experience in drawing up courses of
administrative organization and training
within the preliminary studies that are
being made tfo establish a centre for
development at Ismailia, so as fo serve the
govermnorates of Suez, Ismailia, Port Said,
Al-Shargiah, and Sinai.

* Dr. Hazem lbrahim left for Al-'Ein (United
Arab Emirates), at the invitation of its uni-
versity, to lecture for two weeks on urban
development at the department of archi-
tecture, in the Facully of Engineering.

* An initial agreement has been con-
cluded between the Centre and both the
Group of Integral Studies (Dr. Nassamat
Abdel Qader and Dr. Sayyid el Touny) and
Egyption Group for Development and
Reconstruction (Dr. Mahmoud Youssry and
Dr. Abdel Mohsen Bradah) to establish a
consultative group under the name
«Al'Obour Group for Planning and Archi-
tectural Studies» in order to contract in
drawing out the plans and designs of
buildings and utilities in three districts of
the new ‘Obour city., on Cairc / Bilbeis
road. The plans are to demonstrate the
planning and organizational frends of the
three firms as a leading experiment in the
urban development of the new cities,

* The Centre won the third prize for plan-
ning and designing Defresswar tourist
area belonging to Ismailia Company for
Tourism.

The unit of mechanical and electrical
emaijneering at the Centre has embarked
on its activity under the chairmanship of
engr. Ibrahim Zaitoun, an electrical engi-
neering expert who has got a thorough
experience in the field both in Egypt and
abrood.

+ The unit of civil engineering at the
Centre is fo launch soon its activity under
the chairmanship of Dr. engr. lbrahim
Mahfouz, assistant professor of structures
at Shoubra Faculty of Engineering.

« There began the studies fo furnish the
Cenfre with computer machines, in order
to aid in its activities of organization, pro-
gramming, follow-up, management, and
book-keeping.




the Wakalat Bazar'a, the Wakalat Al-Ghuri,
and the Wakalat Kait-Bai in Cairo.

e) The Rgb'a: The Rab’a is a unique form of
low-cost housing which was common
during the 14th and 15th centuries. Yet it
had a significant role in the town's com-
mercial life. Magrizi, one of the most
famous Mamluki histarians (died 1427)
recorded that over 4,000 people lived in
the 360 duplex apartments in the mulfi-
storey rab’as of Cairo. The architecture of
the rab’a, although austere with no deco-
rative elements such as those which have
extravagantly flooded palaces and man-
sions, possessed the same character of the
Arab courtyard house. Stores, workshops
and a sabil - or waterpoint - are grouped
around a spacious courtyard in the
ground floor. The upper floors comprise a
«Kuttab» or a Quraan school for boys - with
a separate entrance from the street, and
many small duplex apartments opening
onto a single loaded corridor facing the
interior courtyard. Privacy is ensured in the
duplex apartments by segregation, while
each one is provided with a kitchen, a
bathroom, built-in - cupboards, interior
staircase and sometimes a sheltered roof
terrace. Rab'a Sukkariyah in Cairo is a
good example of this type.

f) The Caravansarai: Two main aspects of
caravansarais were known in the Moslem
World. The first is built inside the city «fo
house the important guests of the governor
and also the merchants overnight and is
linked to a series of rooms above and
below the meydan’s gateway and over-
kooking the great square. Parallel to the
caravansarai, is a small bazaar which
allows the merchants who are staying
overnight, to display their goods «Reza
lzadi & Team, 1981). The second is the
charitable «han» found in the desolate, «in
that they were endowed to provide all
travelers with three days of free lodging
and s~ services. Nevertheless, they also
existed for pr it and income from them is

often mentioned in the waqf or articles of
endownment for other institutions (Hoag.
1977). Sultan Han near Kayseri (1232-36) is
one of the splendid examples of this style.

_THE WESTERN PEDESTRIAN PHE-

NOMENON:-

Many of the local municipalities in
Europe and North America have recently
implemented urban pedestrian malls in
their city centres inspired by the original
character of the Arab souks. The goals
sought by European (and North American)
planners have ranged from strictly func-
tional ones dealing with traffic control
strategies to humanistic ones dealing with
conservation of the urban fabric and
improvement of residential conditions in
central areas. The broad acceptance of
traffic-free zoning has been based prima-
rily, on its capacity to achieve these goals»
(Barambilla & Longo. 1977). Stroget in
Copenhagen and Neuhauserstrasse in
Munich have idential features from the
Arab Kasabah, while Calwer Passage in
Stuttgart is another image derived from
the traditional Kaisariyah, and so forth,

CONCLUSION:

This paper asserts the fact that the souk
in its wvarious traditional aspects has
created a perfect environment for social
intercourse and active economic vitality
both of which were of the outstanding fac-
tors in the Arab city in the past, Forming the
spectrum of the commercial life, the souk
in our contemporary cities should perform
a leading role in the Arab social and
economic structure of our communities of
today. An actual Arab cultural renais-
sance is desperately needed so as to halt
the ongoing liquidation of our authentic
character and heritage, and to resent the
incursion of more foreign models of archi-
tecture on our urban environment before it
would be irreversible.
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The architectural character of the
Arab traditional souk possessed an
authentic concept. However, market
places and shopping precincts in our
Arab cities of today have lost much of
the original features of the orlental souk.
Ironically, Europeans and North Ameri-
cans have relatively recently adopted
in many of their cities the covered
shopping malls whose designs are
derived from our Arab souks. This paper
attempts to explore some of the unique
characteristics of the souks from the
Arab and Moslem World, revealing in
the meantime the necessity of preser-
ving the authentic character and heri-
tage of the souks in our contemporary
urban environment.

THE URBAN SPACE IN THE SOUK:

Urban space in the fraditional souk
grew as a direct response to the functional
needs, the building know-how, the avai-
lable construction materials and the
influencing climatic conditions. The prin-
ciples of the Islamic ethics had, to a great
extent, inspired the builder's creativity and
his artistic ability. «There was thus a
symbiosis between man and his context,
creating an urban environment that was
basically human in scale» (Al-Yawir, 1982).

Although simple and formal in design,
the hierarchy of spatial linkages within the
souk provides an orderly system that
allows for both constancy and change.
«This integration is externalised in the
architecture and urban environment, pre-
senting simultaneous movement systems
which creates a continuous flow of har-
monious spatial experiences based on
number and geometry» (Ardalan & Bakh-
tiar., 1973). Traditionally, the magnet was
the shopping spine, the continuity and the
linear movement system of the souk which
began from the main town gates and
penetrated through the town to the nodal
plaza and continued onwards to the
opposite gates, (see figs. 1 & 2).

4

Dr. Magdy Tawfik
University of Jordan - Amman.

The enclosed spaces of souks and
bazars help to distinguish between diffe-
rent arts and crafts, each guild fo its own,
protecting its own interests and allowing
for division of labour and segregation
between noble arts and less pure crafis.

TRADITIONAL ASPECTS OF THE
SOUK:

a) The Kasabah and Bazaar: The visual
experience of the space in the bazaar is
often enriched by the architecture of its
roofing. The third dimension beautifully
mingles with the fourth dimension so as to
ease the relatively long period consumed
in walking through the long corridors of the
bazaar. The covering cross-vaults are fre-
quently interrupted by intervals of beau-
fiful domes carried on squinches such as
the roofing of the Mahran Pasha Souk in
the old city of Aleppo. or the splendid
vaulted space of the Bazar-i-Shah in
Isfahan. An outstanding example of the
kasabah is that of old Cairo, which has
served in the past as a fine urban interior
for the national festivals and the religious
ceremaonies.

Protection against the severe weather
conditions justified the complete or partial
roofing of the kasabah and the bazaar,
Daylight, however, has been reduced by
the narrow slots in clearstoreys or some-
times through small top openings, thus
keeping the interior space dark and cool.
Here, the strong entity is reinforced by the
unity of patterns, the variety of displayed
articles and the intimacy of the atmos-
phere. The excitement attributed by the
displays of merchandise eliminates the
monotonous repetition of similar shops
which are chained along the commercial
spine. The flow of spaces is smoothly per-
ceived and the variable events that is
created by the different shops are appre-
clated especially through the deliberated
grouping of tiny and delicate craftshops
versus the large and important stores. (see
figs. 3 & 4).

b) The Kaisariyah: The Kaisariyah is a smaill,
semi-independednt shopping arcade
usually owned by one of the famous mer-
chants or his inheritors. The plan is rectan-
gular or square-shaped. Opening inwards
onto a covered enclosure, the shops are of
a fairly limited number. The kaisariyah has
a number of gates which were closed
during the night. located off the main
commercial kasabah or the bazaar in
town, the kaisariyah has often carried the
name of the dominating article sold there,
e.g. kaisariyah A-Bazz where silk material
was purchased in old Cairo, Accommo-
dation for the merchants was built above
the shops.

¢) The Khan and the Fonduk: The Khan was

usually built outside the city walls so as to

lodge merchants for the period of time

their business required. Watchtowers were

therefore attached to the building for

defensive purposes. While the ground floor

of the khan has been devoted to marke-

ting activities and storing goods, the

upper floors consisted of small rooms or

duplex apartment suites o accommodate

strange merchants and their servants,

Examples of this type are the Khan

Zarakshah in Cairo. The Khan Assad Pasha

in Syria is closer to the caravansarai type.

The fonduk was an important aspect of the
commercial life of the Arab city. Often
associated with the souk, it functioned as a
hotel for merchants, as well as storehouses
and workshops. Generally of two storeys,
the rooms are arranged around a
courtyard, sometimes with a- fountain.
Some merchants, as those of Venus, have
established fonduks in Arab cities to facili-
tate their stay for commercial deals with
the Arabs. The difference between the
khan and fonduk is that the lafter has been
built inside the city, and thus did not
require defensive elements.

d) The Wakalah: The term «Wakalah» has
only been used and known in Egypt since
the Fatimid area. This term is also derived
from «Wakeel» or the person who repre-
sented the oriental merchants in Egypt
and who was trusted by its governors. The
complex of the wakalah was either built by
the government or by the wakeel to put up
for the night the oriental merchants, and to
secure their goods. The stores and
arcades are arranged around the
courtyard, while the upper floors reveal
the original architectural concept of the
condominium duplex and the triplex
suites. The best examples of this type are
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A Higher Institute for Housing Studies
A Necessity of our Time

By Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

He who keeps his mind on the architectural and planning curricula in the Arab universities
notices that those, among them, which bear on housing, important as it is on top of the pro-
blems afflicting the Arab nations. are no more than short periods of such curricula; whereas
the educational processes include subjects that have no direct impact upon the urban
communities. On the architectural side, some current educational processes take an inte-
rest in complicated themes that need highly-experienced specialists and cannot be fully
comprehended by the ordinary student who lacks talent; such projects as the specialized
institutes for legacy studies, marine researches or astronomy, or such projects as the com-
plex cultural centres comprising the theatre, the cinema and the musical hall; or such pro-
jects as health centres and specialized hospitals, or international airports, multi-storey
commercial centres. high courts, parliaments, government complexes, tourist centres,
embassies, universities and so forth, And the housing problem with all its dimensions remains
on a side part of the educational process.

On the part of planning, some current educational processes concern themselves with
such complicated themes as planning of idustrial, agricultural or coastal areas; as planning
of capitals and cities. Some projects may touch on such sectorial themes as industrial, agri-
cultural or tourist planning. The student is thus cast into a vast sea of clashing waves and
overlapping currents; a sea of sociological, economic, legislative, administrative, geogra-
phical, and urban studies that he cannot manage. Curricula of planning, by that means,
deviate from the engineering framework they are trying to cling to. Nevertheless, the hou-
sing problem with all its dimensions remains on a side part of the planning process.

Some universities have noticed the importance of housing and incorporated it, as a
separate speciality, into their architectural curricula, as is the case with Alexandria univer-
sity, or included it in their planning curricula as things are in a number of Arab universities. In
spite of the fact that housing is on top of the problems faced by the developing nations; its
practical studies did not get an appropriate extent of interest, at the time when universities
of the West have taken interest in this effective scientific field in the developing countries,
and have accordingly established special departments for housing studies in the develo-
ping countries as in the universities of London, Edinburgh, and Columbia.

Important as the problem of housing is in the Arab countries, there have not so far come
out a call to establish specialized institutes in such field. Despite the great multitude of
experiments we carry out, the scientific foundations have not stirred either to support such
experiments or to benefit from them. And the scientific rhythm continues to be static and
incapable of development, which must be vigorously stirred so as to face the most compli-
cated and difficult local problem.

Housing, with all its technical, architectural, planning. executive, legislative, economic,
social and administrative sides, needs a scientific researching support on all these sides
which can constitute the spine for the cirricula of a housing specialized institute. Some
people may think that housing is an essential part of urban planning. And even as such, it
has its own designing and structural fundamentals, as also its social and economic factors
as well as its administrative and legislative limitations. Housing, here, is not altogether urban
as much as it is rural. And in both cases, it has got, with its cultural, social and professional
cennections, a civilizational cbjective,

The Arab human has inherited, in the field of housing, a multitude of designing tfashions,
construction methods, and transformation ways, as also a multitude of legislations and
regulations. He had before inherited his norms and customs as well as his living require-
ments, All that falls under the curricula of the higher institute for housing.

And now the guestion addressed to the responsible in the scientific and executive esta-
blishments is: do we stand in need of higher institutes for housing?
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