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order to address its chosen constituencies more
effectively. The seminars, the publications, the
informal contacts made during field trips, the lec-
tures and writing of people associated with the
Award — all these enable it to act as a catalyst and
a motivator, which was the role on which the case
for its existence rested originally and still rests.

The Award will, | hope, now build on this catalytic
role, by becoming a medium for the exchange of
information and reflection through which everyone
concerned with the build environment can gain the
stimulus to think about the deeper implications of
what they are doing.

Thus at the highest level the Award should be
able to assist the decision makers of today to
become more aware of current concerns and
ideas since, as | have already indicated, many
more exciting and challenging options are avai-
lable now than existed a generation ago. At the
level of research we could enlarge its contribution
to the international discourse about architecture. At
the academic level we could utilise the dossiers
resulting from nominations, which are in themselves
a valuable if not unique record of contemporary
thought and practice, to assist those institutions
where the professionals of the future are trained.

The Award is concernea with planners, engineers and buil-
ders, with the whole spectrum of people involved in construction,
and especially with young architects, whose technological
competence and cultural awareness are so important for the
future. We should say to them, as to all people who build for the
Islamic world, “your clutural heritage is unique and universally
admired. Enhance your traditions and project them into the 21st
century. Move ahead within your own idiom and culture. If you
want to change course, do so. It is man’s privilege to control
what he does with his own built environment. If you are uncer-
tain, we will help you, because it will be your achievements
which are the kev fo our long-ferm success.”

What will be the appropriate mechanisms for thus enlarging
the Award's catalytic activity has yet to be decided. To evolve
them will be the task of the Steering Committee during the next
two years, but | hope they will encompass the objectives | have
just outlined. If we are to respond adequately to the challenges
facing us, we must always look to the future. The search for solu-
tions is a voyage of discovery on which we must neither fail to
gain from experience nor fear to explore further.

Meanwhile, through the second series of Awards being pre-
sented here today we are moving one step further towards our
aim — and | do not deny that it is an ambitious one of recogni
sing and promoting what is worth in the built environment of the
land where Muslims live, and of propagating what is good nowv
so ihat those who follow 'may be inspired towards excellence.

Synopsis:-

Subject of the Issue:

«The Aga Khan Award for Islamic Architcture between Form
and Creed». The magazine was invited to the proceedings of the
Award which was held in Istanbul, during the period 2-6 Sept.
1983. The article discusses to what extent the award has fulfilled
its objectives in the Islamic world, and the actual reiation bet-
ween the call for the revival of Islamic Architecture initiated by
the Award and the comprehensive Islamic call, taking into con-
sideration that Islam is an integral culture in all its human, social,
economic, and urban aspects.

Personality of the Issue:
H.H. The Aga Khan, Imam of the Ismaili Muslims, since 1957.

His highness was born in Geneva in 1936; received his B.A. on
Islamic History in 1958 from Harvard University. His Highness esta-
blished the Aga Khan Awards Foundation in 1976 to encourage
exceptional achievements in arts and sciences. Architecture
was chosen as the first broad area of concern.

Projects of the Issue:

The 11 projects which won the Aga Khan Award for architec-
ture 1983,

— The Great Mosque of Niono, Niono, Mali, completed in 1973
Planner/Builder: Lassiné Minta.

— Sharafuddin’'s White Mosgue, Visoko, Yugoslavia, Completed
in 1980 — Architect: Prof. Ziatko Uglijen with D.
Malkin/Engineer — Craftsman: Ismet Imamovic.

— Ramsis Wiessa Wasset Arts Centre, Giza, Egypt, completed in
1974 — Architect: Ramsis Wiessa Wassef,

— Nall Cakirnan Residence, Akyaka Village, Turkey, completed
in 1971 — ClientiDesigner. Nail Cakirhan — Carpanters: Ali
Duru and Cafer Karaca,

— Hafsiya Quarter, Tunis, Tunisia, completed in 1977 — Archi-
tects: Wassim bin Mahmoud and Arno Heinz — Planner: Jillal
Abelkafi.

— Tanjong Jara Beack Hotel/Rantu Abang Vistars' Centre, Kuala
Trengganu, Malaysia, completed in 1980 — Architects: Wim-
berly, Whisenand, Allison, Tong and Goo, Hawii with Akitet
Beisekutu Malaysis. Kwala Lumpur — Master craftsmen:
Abdul-Latif (Wood carver), Nik Rahman (Tile maker).

— The Hajj Terminal, King Abdul-Aziz International Airport,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, completed in 1981-1982 — Architects:
Skidmore Owings and Merrill and Partners, New York and
Chicago, U.5.

— The Tomb of Shah Rukn-i-'Alam, Multan, Pakistan, completed
in 1977 — Architect; Muhammad Waliyullah Khan—Director:
Wakf Department — Restoration: Wakf Department, Lahore,
Pakistan

— Darb @irmiz Quarter, Cairo. Egypt. Phase |, completed in 1980
— PlannersiConsultants Dr. M. Meinecke [project leader,
1973-1979). Dr. P. Speiser (Project leader since 1979); M.F,
Awad, A A Awad — Conservator: The German Archaeolo-
gical Institute in Cairo.

— Azem Palace, Damascus, Syria, Completed 1955- Designers:
Michel Ecochard (betore 1964), Shati al-lmam (since 1944),
and Zaki al-Amir.
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tions, which, as it has commented in its statement,
reflect the scope and diversity of the Muslim world
with its myriad challenges.

The projects which the Master Juries have pre-
miated are not intended to represent absolute
solutions to these chdadllenges, but rather to be valid
steps in the process of search. The built environment
of ihe Islamic world has always been developed in
the main by craftsmen who work without the benefit
of the latest professional training, and their efforts
are certdin to continue side by side with the trans-
formations of architects commanding the full
resources of modern expertise. Thus the Award has
responded to the technology of the twenty-first cen-
tury displayed by the Haijj Terminal at Jeddah, and
equally to the traditional craftsmanship of the
master builder of the Niono Mosque in Mali. We
have premiated a low-income housing project in
the Medina in Tunis, the domestic spaciousness of a
house here in Turkey, and the rejuvenated pride in
indigenous Malaysian design created by the Tan-
jong Java Beach Hotel. | am delighted that a signi-
ficant proportion of the prizes reward the talents of
the younger gneration.

In several instances projects premiated are the
result of Muslim and Western architects working in
collaboration, while this time three prizes have
gone to projects which have reconstructed or pre-
served historic buildings that are part of the Islamic
heritage, thus emphasising the importance of lear-
ning from the past. It is only by appreciating how
old environments are seen and understood by both
decision makers and the general public in their
own cultural context — whether it is @ monument, a
house, a village, or a city — that the willingness and
the means will be found either to preserve them, to
adapt them for new uses or even, at times, to
abandon them.

Here | am, of course, simplitying a complex issue
which inevitably has economic and financial
implications as well, and which has, | know, trou-
bled the present Master Jury. How far is it justifiable
to draw on a developing nation’s limited resources
for the expensive research and educational effort
involved in restoring a building tradition?

However, the ceniral question is cutlural. We
have to maintain our cultural heritage, and one of
the continuing aims of the Award must be to help
discover acceptable mechanisms for eliciting valid
responses to problems not only of restoration but of
city planning, rural growth, and housing. These are

6
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not specifically Islamic problems, they are uni-
versal, but in considering solutions we must reco-
gnise that there are differences between Muslim
and Western outlooks on life and man's relationship
fo the universe. Furthermore climatically and
demographically most countries where Muslims
live are different from those in which contemporary
planning concepts have evolved. It is profoundly
desirable that the environment we build for Muslims
should reflect their individuality, their civilisation
and their needs.

This brings me back to my earlier query. | have
indicated some areas in which the Award has
made progress. Are there also areas in which we
have failed? In what new directions should we now
be looking?

The Master Jury's selections are merely the most
visible aspect of a large number of activities which
are designed to impact upon as many as possible
of the constituencies influencing the built environ-
ment: constituencies which include not only archi-
tects, planners, and engineers, but academics, the
media, the civil servants who formulate policy, the
intelligentsia, the financial institutions who lend
money for construction and, as | have said before,
the national leaders.

Here we still have a long way to go. During the
next few months the staff and the Steering Com-
mittee will scrutinise the methods and results of the
past three years work, and we shall be asked, as we
have before, if it is sufficient for our search to be
purely reflective. Should we not be seeking to arti-
culate new directions ourselves, rather than simply
identifying the trends and thoughts which come
from those who build? If we wish to invigorate the
built environment, should we not allow cur concern
for the future to take more active forms?

The answer is that the Award only seeks to pre-
miate new directions taken by others: to encou-
rage, not to direct. It is the task of the Award to
maintain a balance between its cwn aims and
objectives, the judgements of outsiders, and the
multifarious activities and accopmlishmenis of the
whole Islamic world. It is not a school of architec-
fure, nor an executive agency engaged in the res-
toration or the development of sites. Were it to
become activist in its approach, it could too easily
lose its independence of judgement.

What we can do is to improve and supplement
the Award’s process of contacts and information in



In premiating projects which demonstrate excel-
lence at all levels, the Aga Khan Award has
endeavoured to encourage those who build to
meet both the cultural and the functional needs of
the people who will use thier contsructions.

We have now been pursuing this aim through six
years of continuous activity by the Steering Com-
mittee, by the Convenor, by technical review
members, by the Master Juries and not least by field
trips. In support of our aims we have conducted
Seminars on different aspects ot architectural trans-
formations in the Islamic world. The outcome of
these labours has been that the Master Juries have
premiated 26 projects, 15 at the first ceremony at
Lahore in 1980, and 11 which are being given prizes
today. At Lahore | stressed how profoundly wrong it
would be to impose formal criteria excellence
upon the Award at its inception. Our mission had to
be one of collective searching for solutions in a
spirit of open-mindedness. Today, three years on, it
may be appropriate to ask what we have learnt, in
which areas the Award may have had a construc-
tive impact upon the way in which the built envi-
ronment is dealt with, in which areas we may have
failed and in what directions we should look for-
ward.

At the start, in 1977, we set out to bring together a
wide spectrum of professional talent, both Muslim
and non-Muslim, to consider whether there was a
case for seeking to invigorate and perhaps
re-orient the built environment of the Islamic World.
This was a task of global dimension, in which we
had to recognise the immense diversity of the
countries involved, and to accept that the only
theoretical base underpinning modern architec-
ture in the world of Islam — as in most of the Third
World — was a passive acceptance of the "'Inter-
national’’ architecture to which | have already
referred, and of its materials and methods. Thus
there was a base, but was it the right one?

Among our most important aims therefore, was to
instigate a multiplicity of thinking processes, vie-
wing architectural problems in the light of many
factors: aesthetic, historical, economic, practical.
For example, here in Istanbul one cannotfail to be
struck by the powerful effect of domes and minarets
on the skyline of the city. But does that mean that the
architects of today must continue to incorporate
those formal elements in their structures and, if it
does, what replacements will prove symbolically
and aesthetically satisfactory, as well as being of
use? In addressing such questions we have aimed

to stimulate free ranging discussion, without
encouraging any particular polarisation of views.

So what have we learnt, and in what areas may the
Award claim to have had a constructive impact?

| believe that the Award has established the case
for seeking to invigorate the built environment of the
Islamic world; that we have helped to highlight the
complexity of the influences which buildings of all
kinds have on the societies that use them; and that
we have raised the level of consciousness about
these issues both among members of the public
and within the architectural profession, especially
the younger generation of architects working in
Islamic countries.

The eight Seminars organised by the Award,
bringing together talented architects, planners and
thinkers from many parts of the world, have helped
clarify issues and priorities in a number of specific
areas. One might compare the overall problem of
the search for solutions to a pyramid, each block of
which is analysed in turn by a seminar, so gradually
achieving a better understanding of the whole. In
these Seminars we have always aimed to learn
rather than assuming the pretension of teaching.

Linked with this search has been a concern to
make national decision makers aware of aesthetic
and technical options in the built environment
which they may not have considered in the past
when international design appeared to most
people to represent the totality of improvement
available. In fact, concepts of progress and of an
improved quality of life can now be adjusted into
idioms much closer to appropriate cultural tradi-
tions than was thought possible twenty five years
ago.

Thus. the Award has occupied itself with both
issues and people. premiating projects which are
of catalytic value in the evolution of a new cultural
and environmental sensibility, as well as for their
design merits. In so doing we have endeavoured to
illuminate the inner mechanisms of contemporary
Muslim civilisation, and to do this within the uni-
versal human guidelines of our Faith.

The Master Juries' decisions are entirely their
own, as they must be if they are to retain interna-
tional respect. The first Jury, three years ago,
selected and premiated in terms of a series of
searches for social, aesthetic, and historic objec-
tives. The second Jury has attached more impor-
tance to visual quality and architectural impact. Its
eleven choices are taken from some 220 nomina-
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Speech By His Highness the Aga Khan On
the Occasion Of The Aga Khan Architec-
tural Award Ceremony, Istanbul

Dear Audience:

stro——

Three years ago the first Aga Khan Architectural
Awards were announced Iin the fabled Shalimar
Gardens of Lahore. Today we are honoured that the
Turkish government has so generously invited us to
hold the second prizegiving at the no less legen-
dary Topkapi Seray, the grand palace from which,
for over four centuries, the Ottoman Dynasty ruled
most of Western Islam. To be here is particulary
significant for us because from the start of the
search for excellence which the Award represents,
we have felt that the recognition of contermnporary
architectural achievement is strengthened by
assoclation with major of the Muslim heritage, in
which both Istanbul and this country as a whole are
s0 rich.

Equally, we have wished to interest the govern-
menis of today in the Award's efforts. Architecture is
of primary importance to all of us, from ordinary
citizens to national leaders, because It affects every
aspect of our daily lives. Both the Steering Com-
mittee and | are delighted that your excellency has
found time to be here today, and so demonstrate
that you share our concern to improve the built
environment,

Your excellency, this country, a modern secular
state the maijority of whose citizens are Muslims, is
not only the keeper of many of mankind's and the
Islamic world’s greatest treasures. It is at the fore-
front of present day architectural thinking. Indeed
the activity of Turkish architects was reflected in our
1980 Awards, when three of their projects were
premiatedi as outstanding achievements, and it is a
happy co-incidence that today’s award ceremony
is taking place in the centennial vear of the first
Turkish school of architecture, now the Mimar Sinan
University.

Few of the other nations with which the Award is
concerned are so fortunate. In the Third World
especially, where most of them have only emerged
from colonial rule in the past quarter of a century,
architecture has long tended to be dominated by
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imported aesthetic ideas as well as by Western
technology and materials. Even countries which
have controlled their own political destinies for
generations have accepted international canons
of architecture, which are in essence alien. In con-
sequence, the revaluation of national inheritances,
which has been so strong a characteristic of recent
decades, has confronted many Islamic countries
with a difficult dilemma. How can they maintain or
revive their traditional cultures without losing the
benefits of modern technology?

Different countries necessarily respond to this
dilemmma in different ways. In certain circumstances
perceptions of the conflict involved may be acute.
Urban communities, for example, may instinctively
associate traditional building methods with poverty
and a past from which today’s citizens seek to
escape, while Western technology and its asso-
ciated values are seen as modern, desirable and
cost effective. By contrast, rural populations are less
likely to feel international techniques applicable to
their needs, or to consider them affordable finan-
cially. But, variable as such responses may be, the
conflict between technology and traditional cul-
tures is indisputably an important issue in the
Islamic werld today.

Nor are the countries of Islam alone in facing this
problem. Nations as far apart as Japan and Spain,
as the Philippines and France, are attempting to
reconcile the conflicting demands of maintaining
their own cultural identities and yet achieving
technological progress.

From the inception of the Award we have been
concerned to help analyse and reconcile this con-
flict and to motivate a search for solutions to it. We
have hoped to inspire a new sense of direction,
stimulating fresh thinking and creativity at the same
time as appreciating, the value of historical tradi-
tion and what can be learnt from the past. We have
endeavoured to promote confidence in the archi-
tectural languages of the peoples of Islam, lan-
guages which, through years of neglect, have until
recently come perilously close to losing their identi-
fies.
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Islamic Architecture and Creed

Architectural thinking is presently passing through a critical turn on its way to con-
ceptualize Islamic architecture: simultaneously when committees are discussing pro-
jects to be nominated for Islamic architecture prizes, drawing up curricula for Islamic
architectural education, or arranging to convene conferences and symposia on the
Islamic architecture and town-planning. At the same time, there comes out a call to
build up the civilizational individuality of Islamic city and community, in respect of
intellect, culture and urbanization; which necessitates more objective thinking, espe-
cially on the part of the Muslim architect who is spiritually connected with the totality of
Islamic culture, as also coexists with the requirements of his time and what it exudes of
scientific and technological achievements.

To confer the Islamic appelation on architecture needs an intellectual
re-examination of both historical and contemporary architecture. Islam being a living
course that rectifies the lite of the individual as well as the community with its values,
manners, mutual relations, rites, and acts of devotion; truly the architecture produced
by the individual or the Islamic community is to express spontaneously such values,
manners, and rites. This means that the architectural form, being linked with the spiri-
tual content, is a cornerstone in building up the architecture of Muslim community.
Anything contrary to this becomes a deviation from Islamic creed. Otherwise, it
becomes permitted to build centres of amusement and shamelessnees in the manner
of Islamic architecture. Then the architectural work becomes a means o tear down the
doctrinal edifice of Islamic culture. And in the absence of religious conviction with the
Muslim architect, together with his lacking intellectual awareness of the conception of
Islamic community architecture, there began to emerge groups of non-Muslim archi-
tects who have reserached into Islamic architecture according to the form rather than
the content. Inasmuch as they have got material potentials and scientific means, their
influence began to appear in the fields of writing and publication, as also in the fields
of education, appraisal, award, and deciding on the architectural works nominated
for Islamic architecture prizes. They shelve whatever they wish and give precedence to
whatever they wish on the assumption that it amounts to the level of crigination, while
they are, in effect, conflicting with the content of Islamic faith, thus separating both form
and content; considering that the content, in their view, is a sort of sectarianism that
should not be included in the scientific and technical appraisal. And so an arts centre
producing statues in human shape, and sculpted in the local material of vaults and
domes is, from their standpoint, a distinguished work that amounts to the originative
level of Islamic architecture. And so is the private dwelling built in the local materials
and demomstrating workmanship of the local craftsmen, although it does not keep to
the privacy of the Muslim family. A mosque standing alone, separated from any other
facilities, and being full of decorations, with the prayer niche given a special impor-
tance is, in thier view, a sort of origination in Islamic architecture, whereas the noble
Prophetic tradition urges us, Muslims, to avoid such trend that keeps us away from
Islamic values. Thus, non-Muslims' conception of Islamic community architecture is dif-
ferent from ours. And the Islamic architecture apellation continues starting from formal
respects rather than the content based upon creed, which has, of necessity, to be
faced intellectually and faithfully by the Muslim architect. Faith should be maintained
as a basis for the designing values of Islamic community architecture, so that the form
may not predominate over the content. Such maintenance must be through recall of
Islamic values in every detail of the designing process. Hence, the teaching of Islamic
community architecture must, without fail, be connected with the aspects of Islamic
faith and tenets, the cultural dimensions of which are appropriate for every time and
space, in addition to environmental and technological constraints.
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