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AL-MAW'EL NEWS

« Dr.Abdelbaki Ibrahim, president of the
Centre, has received an invitation from
Agha Khan Award for Architecture to Y,

attend the symposium of prize, and award P

of prizes ceremony for 1983 A.D., due to be T
held in Istanbul (Turkey), 2-6 Sep. 1983. It is

worth montioning that "ALAM  ALBENA'

magazine is highly regarded by the firm.

)
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™~
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 The Centre is planning, in cooperation \

with The Institute for Housing Studies (BIE).in I

Rotredam, to arrange a special course for

fitty postgraduates of the institute, during ,.-__,,__._;,dlh)_x_ll (T)
the period from 22 to 29 Sep. 1983, in order ]

to study housing and constructional pro-

blems in Egypt.

* Ein Shams University has approved the
nomination of Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim,
author of «Establishing the Deep-rooted
Cultural Values in Building the Islamic
Zityn, for the universal Al Bassier prize in L
both fields of scientific and literary pro-
duction serving Islamic call and activity,
for the year 1982/1983. The prizes,

awarded by Abdellah Ibrahim Al Bassier i b el bl plascul ()
Establishment in Saudi Arab Kingdom, | A8 ol g
amount to three hundred thousand saudi

riyals.

« The Centre presented its first report,
envisaging the organizational frame-
works of local planning machineries, at a
large meeting held in the ministry of
development and state for housing under
the chairmanship of enger. Michael
Fu'ad, chief of the directorate of the
General Organization for Urban planning,

et wal (g)

and attended by some professors of ipobasdl ol yees o) acaan .
planning as well as heads of engineering Gl lael, v .
sectors in some governorates. o R Y G o
« Experts of the Centre are to contribute . an

to the preliminry studies to establish the 3eas JoLEEN BLEs s s

Urban Development Centre at Ismailia in
cooperation with the UN. The Centre's
contribution concentrates upon scientific e T I
and applied training.

» The Centre is currently busy with pre-
paration of guide manuals on urban
planning as well as training programmes
for those working with the planning
machineries. The Centre is doing this
within the framework of the agreement
concluded with the General Organization
for Urban Planning (A.R.E.)

ol i oss) pobas I

L ot (o)

il b

s The Centre is at present making a fea-
sibility study of rendering the guide
manuals, still in preparation, into a visible
formula on video tapes, in cooperation
with a German foundation concerned ;

Jaasdl =50 (1
about such field. e (1)
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* The UIA has sent the Centre a reference
list of the names and addresses of the
schools and colieges ot architecture all g—bs Jasl
over the worid
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Synopsis:

Subject of the Issue:

«Conservation of Salah El-Dine
Citadel», the article demonstrates the
great effort exerted by the Egyptian Anti-
quities Department in this field.

Personality of the Issue:-

Dr. Mona Serageldine, co-ordinator of
the Agha Khan Programme for Islamic
Architecture and partner at Nash Viger
Corporation. Dr. Mona Serageldine has a
Ph.D. degree in the philosophy of town
and regional planning from Harvard Uni-
versity.

* Technical Article:-

— «Visual Analysis of E-Gamalya Districts,
a research presented by Arch. Said
Attallah in cooperation with architects,
T. Fathy, H. Fathy, H. Manyalawi. The
research deals with the characteristics
of El-Gamalya District, from the point of
view of architectural design and visual
composition.

— «Salah El-Dine Citadel: The Residence
of the Rulers», Dr Dorris Abousafe. The
writer explains the historical back-
ground of this great monument and
the various stages through which it was
constructed.

* Projects of the Issue:-

— The Conservation of the City of Fez in
the Framework of its Islamic Heritage:
the master plan prepared jointly by
the Unesco and the Ministry of Urban
Development in Morocco, in 1978,

— The Rehabillitation of Wakalet
Bazaraa: a proposal presented by
Flemming Alund for the preservation of
this Islamic monument which lies in
El-Gamalya District.

— The conservation of the old city of
Domat El-Gandal and El-Dirayya dis-
frict in Saudi Arabia.



Architectural Technology Impact

Changing Function.

It is impossible to anticipate all of the
practical problems of layout in a parti-
cular building, or to say in advance that
one plan or another is the right one. A few
guidelines, however, may be useful in
making decisions Expect to expend and
plan for it from the beginning. It is impo-
sible fo overestimate the value of any
space to be used in other functions. So
here we have a real complicated pro-
blem in changing the function of an exis-
ting building.

The hospital as a building type is com-
posed of complex components, each of
which could well tax the talents of archi-
tects, mechanical engineers, and other
professions and skills involved in their
design and construction.

The amount of space needed for the
number of patients treated, the kinds of
disabilities and the treatments required.
are to be considered. Also to be consi-
dered is the fact that there are some
space-consuming equipments, so a lot of
studies and decisions are to be taken for
perfect solutions that finally minimize

areas.
First point of interest is the surgical suite,

which is a very complex workshop. It is
one of the most important departments of
any hospital, and its planning is compli-
cated by diversities of opinion and expe-
rience of many persons involved in policy
decisions.

Second point of interest is the conside-
rable variation in room size. These diffe-
rences are caused principally by varied
space requirements of one or two beds, in
combination with various plumbing faci-
lities. They reflect the endless search for a
common denominator, which will have
flexibility to accommodate several com-
binations of room and toilet requirements,
within a uniform building dimension and
fenestration, without waste of expensive
space.

Accordinglly the plan provides for
flexibility of space arrangements, by
allowing for variation of the several ope-
rations within the zone required. One of
the main aspects is to make the location
closely related to function, so the site
selected should be centrally located to
minimize problems of transporting
patients and to facilitate giving bedside
treatment when necessary. Availability of

Dr. Medhat Dorra

daylight and fresh air are also considered
in selecting a location.

General Analysis

The systems programme in any hospital
aims at providing a methodology to cover
all stages of hospital planning and buil-
ding process, including the establishment
of data bases. But the changing function
and use by means of equipment and user
has another speciality. One of the major
aims in the outer appearance of hospital
is the feature of surrounding buildings for
it is important to emphasize the inner
functions in the outer form-«Form follows
function.» Thus, it is necessary to strike a
balance in the optimum functicn rela-
tionships from the beginning.

Space is required to be flexible within
the constraints of a rationalised building
discipline, and at the same to perform an
activity or activities including circulation
and to accommodate eqipments used to
perform that activity, Accordingly we find
that square shape of the existing building
creates an internal core surrounded by
space zones clearing the major margin.
Modular principles are of course appli-
cable to all builidng types. They are,
however, particularly appropriate to
hospitals, where component coordination
is extremely important. Also it is important
to consider the relationship between the
architectural grid and structural zones to
be considered.

It is difficult to see how the huge domi-
nating slab block, be it vertical or hori-
zontal, can have that sense of human
scale and reassurance that is needed in
a hospital. Small buildings are more
easily integrated into the visual grain of
commuinity, but most hopitals are neces-
saity very big in volume, the largest of
common building types, therefore it is an
advantage from that point of view.

It is obviously important, for the point of
view of travel distance in hospitals parti-
cularly for patients, to minimize the travel
distance to either an adjacent com-
partment or escape route. it is prudent
therefore not to over-estimate this dis-
tance, particu; arly in word areas, where
a large proportion of patients my be
immobile, and therefore to aim within the
max. defined in regulation.
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Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

The Role of Mass Media in Urban
Development

Building operations are restricted to the triad of proprietor, designer, and contractor
within a framework of certain regulations and legislations laying down the rules of
building control concerning height, withdrawals, and kind of use. And then the buil-
ding control concerning height, withdrawals, and kind of use. And then the building is
left in a state of wavering among the proprietor with his own wishes and potentials, the
designer with his individual judgment and tendencies, and the contractor with his own
interest and methods. In this manner, the factors affecting the architectural value of the
building recur in connection with design, construction, and investment. Such being the
case, most buildings fall short of being completed especially in poverty-stricken and
low-income areas. Thus, the civilized face of the Arab city is detormed. All such ele-
ments influence the civilized level of society individuals, their cultural values, and living
requirements; not to speak of under-development in building industry, as well as
nonawareness of the technical, legislative, or organizational aspects governing buil-
ding operations; hence, the emergence of information role, both rearable and visible,
which gets easily to profundities ot people, as well as fo the core of the problem, and
then lays down appropriate solutions, through giving examples and comparisons; and
establishes a connection between technical, scientific quarters and the landed-
proprietors; between producer of building, materials and architectural designer; bet-
ween centres of building researches and contracting companies; and last but not the
least between the building workman and the employer.

Mass media often take an interest in such general and nationally significant topics
as health, agriculture, and economics; such culturally important topics as literature,
poetry, and arts; and such subjects as may be irrelevant fo the Arab reality, and even
stirrig up therein such a cultural confunsion as what is conferred by the West upon Arab
countries such as works of art, music, and singing. Mass media could at least be solici-
tous of the urban environment where the Arab man lives, and wherever he pursues his
public and private activities.

Information, here, has to spring from the bottom, the dwelling-place of low-income
people. so as to be familiarized with their living requirements as well as their potentiali-
ties to offer self-produced buildings. Practices are repeatedly being done in order fo
lay down various types of housing for those low-income people. However, in spite of all
the efforts exerted, dissociation still exists in this field between theory and reality.
Appraisal of the existing projects has to spring from the very man in order to sound his
extent of response to technical equivalents offered to him, and what suitable options
does he manage to take on such equivalents. All this must be through illustrated
demonstration. simplified method, living examples, and conspicuous facts within a
certain environment and under certain circumstances.

Outlay on the sector of construction amounts to 45% of national investments, and in
some other countries it reaches 75% or more; which necessites a sort of rationalization
in this sector, not only in respect to methods of construction, use of suitable materials,
and organization or work on the sites of operations, but also regarding citizens' gradual
understanding of the most appropriate scientific and technical methods to rush into the
battle of building. Such rationalization has to include such matters as orientation of
investments, regulations and proceedings, materials and methods of building, and
employment and maintenance. Mass media, in such a field cover a wide range of
urban and rural development activities in both existing areas and new communities.
Information, here, has got its influence on the implementation of urban development
strategy laid down by governments. Actually, such a strategy in Egypt requires provi-
sion of urban attraction factors in the new communities, on one hand, and demonstra-
tion of repulsion forces in the crowded areas on the other; simultaneously with provision
of means of connection between the attractive and repulsive areas. Here, information
campaigns can be centered in order to achieve the goals of the national urban deve-
lopment strategy.

Informaion in the field of urban development requires strenuous efforts to be exerted
by its makers, so that they may bring the theory into reality, connect man with his urban
environment, and assert his feeling of affinity thereto. Such is the message of successfull
information in attaching man to the place.
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