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ALMAW‘ELNEWS

# Fxperis of the Center, in cooperation with the
Finnish consultancy firm ({(Fin-plan}, have
demonstraied, in the presence of ihe minister of
tourisin and senior officials of both Fayyoum
Governorate and ihe Minisiry of Tourlsm, their
study of lourist planming of Fayyoum Gover-
norate. They also particigpated in the sympo-
sium on tourism in Fayyoum which was sum-
moned 1o by the govermorale. Meanwhile, the
participanis made 8 sight-seeing tour around
Fayyoum, and then aitended a meeling at which
officials of local and executlive machineries
voiced their views on the submitied preliminary
siudy. FExperis of the Center have noled down
their remarks to be included in the next sigges of
study.

# The Cenler has received an invitation to par-
ticipate in the conference of Islamic Capitals,
due lo be held in Fez (Morocco)} from 24¢h qill
30th Ocl. 1983. The Cenler is to contribute to
the conference with (wo papers on building the
low-income Islamic lown and Iypes of contem-
porary Islamic dwelling.

+ The Center has received an invitation 1o Par-
ticipaie in ihe world symposium on removation
of the zncienl city of Aleppo (Syr.), which is
organized by the Engineers’ Syndiczie jointly
with lhe depariment of architeciure al Aleppo
University. The Center will deliver a paper on
ihe funciionalism of buildings and monumenial
areas in (he ancient cily.

& The Cenler submitted its first report, on
forming & conception of an arrangement of local
plenning machineries, al the meeling held on
22nd June, 1983, at the premises of the Ministey
of Reconstruction. The report contsins g
demonsirallon of the findings of the study
conducied by the Center in this regard. The
Center, meanwhile, presented planning manuzls
as & boosl (o the planning process, in addition lo
training of employees working in that field of
activity.

4 The Center has presenied 2 compendium of
its planning and architeclural achievemenis in
the «Arts Circuil» programme shown on the 2nd
channel of Egyptian Television, thus, perseve-
ring with the Center's call 10 establish the deep-
reoied origins of culturgl vajues in building (he
modern Islamic city.
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Synopsis:

Subject of the Issuez- “The Development of the
Planning  Process  in FEgvpt™. The article
demanstrates the planning process in Egapi and
its deselopment. starting with the first master-
plan for Greater Cairo in 1955, and the follo-
wing planning projects which were prepared all
over the countrs. The article comes out wilth a
conclusion; the reasim [or the discontinuation of
these projects was the lack of documeptation,
publication esaluation, regolations, or technical
machineriex peeded for the process.

Personaltiv of the Issne:- Arch. Sami Angawi,
direetor of the Hajj Research Center at Ummnl
Qura Upiversity ., in Sandi Arabia. He gradnated
from Arlington Universifs, in Texas. LM AL,
where he reecived his bachelor degree in archi-
{ectnre in §973. 1le then received his Moh. in
architecture in 1975, He is also 2 member of the
Seience, Art, and Histury Council in Turkey and
the Hajj Committee in Saudi Arabia.

Technical Article:- *Planning W ater and Sewe-
rage  “welworks™, writlen by Arch. Ayman
El-salawi. The article cxplains the different
Bpes of networks. and the basie principles
evverning (he planning and installation of nel-
wirhs.

Phanning Article: *Hunsing and Legistlations”,
wrillen by Arch. Ka-mal £1- Dine Shohaib. The
uriter  demonstrates  the  sarions  Egyplicn
1 ezistlutions which imicrfere with howsing pro-
jecis, with regards to providing the reguired
Land, honsing economies. and hailding densilies,

Prajecis of the ssue::

+ Mhsder plan of El- Jubail Indusirial Esiate in
Saadi Arabia. The pew industrial estate lies on
the Arah Gull. It ix expected to gitract by the vear

2000, 16 basie indnsiries and 350,000 inhibi-

fanix,

* Waster Plan of Ras- Lanof Cits in Libsa:
archileel Desecon O, The inasier plan of the
new ciby is basd o the linear fown theory. Wuork
Siarted in Ras- Lanph r30000 inh. 1 in 1981 and
i eapecied fooend by 1M

& Commerciat, adminisiraiis e, and reereational
Center a1l Al Muogatian Caire: archilecls, ibe
Cierman Egy ptian Consultaney Group, Arch. Ga
mal Bakri.



Urban Spaces Towards

New

Architectural Dimension
DR. MEDHAT DORRA

The kind of apariment people (oday want is
nol the old sterectspe. Thes wanl apartments
thal suil iheir particular nceds-social and
recrealional as well as shelter-and these needs are
not the same For all age and income groups.

Today's apariment developer aims ai-and his
architect has to design for-a specific market, and
the design of these projects is based on well-
documenied nceds,

General Analysis

Sile planning in ils sense invabves the dis-
position of space For appropriale wses; posi-
tioning of struclures o provide cffeclive rela-
fionships  «well-proporlioned  masses»  with
ailtractive outlooks and orientation, (fig. D),
repelition of one modular construction pocket
creates a themaldic copstruction sysiem adapled
t¢ any environmental {echnology {fig. 2), pro-
visien of accesy (0 struclures in an expeditions,
afiractive, and safe manner. The function areas
here, in this drawing analysis, serve the area lo
he functioned (fig. 3). The desipgn of serviees,

walks, streets, parking areas; drainage and uli-
lities, are limiled by wrban and architectural
constrainls. The preservation of the natural
advaniage of the site and ity enhancement by
landscaping has to have its important role,

This analysis may be made a hasis For site
seleclion, or a basis For determining the mast
appropriale ase  of 2 parlicalar  site  and
emphasizing the open space as shown in (fig. 5).
In most eases, buildings are clustered aronnd
small open spaces containing vither plasy areas
for little children or parking spaces. Vers litile
gardening is done (v the site since steps and
decks are wsed where heeded to make walking
casy on the sloping site. Circalation through the
site is carcfulls controlled, with no through
roads, Nize of units varics from ome (o (wo
bedrooms (fig. 40, Vital argomenis alwass are
raised in consiracling olow Cosis  heasing
projects, This argument is the role of cconomy
and aesthetics. But in fact the low-cost honxing
projecis can be ccomomie and as afiractive cven
if not se lwirions, a< moderaie ones.

Air Ventilation
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Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

Search for Realism in Designing
and Planning

Concepts of planning are very often in contradiction as to determination of the planning course,
starting from making a plan for a dwelling to putting a master plan of a big city. Nevertheless, the
notion in beth cases is one and the same, irrespective of the time dithension, execution potentials, and
the way of making a decision. A dwelling unit, in effect, is a small town for the family gathering,
plarmed for a short range of time after making a study of the site, familial life, and its economy that
fulfil the living and social necessities of the family. Decision-making, here, is up to the father of the
family, and mostly 1o the family gathering. Hence, architectural designing does not start as a forma-
tion of some space, for some utilization, in some structural way. It is rather successive jobs of scien-
tific thinking including gathering of facts, analysing them, devising solution and alternatives,
appraising them and computing an integral concept of all the social, economic, environmental,
artistic and formative sides. This is the architecture of balanced cultural factors.

In the same sense, the planning process of a city or a village is achieved, different though they are in
content, volume, and time dimension. Urban planning used to start with a general notion of some
formation, the framework of which is marked off by a network of roads, including public land uses
that do not take long before changing to material formations of various buildings, the plan of which
was conceived by the planner who laid down its scientific phailosophy, even though the factual evi-
dence is determined by the owner of the land and the way of its development within the framework of
peculiar regulations of building and peculiar legislations of planning. Hence the architectural imagi-
nation of the planner becomes far from reality, and loses thereby both its suitablecess and serviceabi-
lity. If it is inevitable that the scientific domain savours of a certain extent of intellectual imagination,
yet it must also, involve a greater degree of realism according to the prevailing natural, economic, and
social limitations, and the available potentials for execution.

In spite of prolonged researching we have not come yet 1o the end of the way or even halfway,
because methods of work in the desiging process are still controversial. Is it of use to arrange the
architectural design process while it may not be appealing to the one concerned, whe might himself
make his decision, and even meddles with the very job of designing? Such being the case, what is the
attitude of an architect? Should he resign himself to the will of Lord? Or should he stand by the rules
of the profession? Supposing he thus stands, will he find the professional organization that backs him
up and defends his rights? Suppose such an organization is nonexistent, does he leave everything to
chance? The designing process is thus moved by three powers; the lirst and the strongest is that of the
one concerned; the second is the desighing architect; and the third, being the weakesl, is the rules of
professional practice, despite the fact that in the developed nations the last power is the strongest ol
all.

Likewise, methods of work in the planning process are yet in controversy. Is it useful to carry out
deliberate planning studies in fast-developing communities that require faster solutions by the very
nature of the case? Are the planning studies profitable while the one concerned, is in a hurry to get his
jobs finished? Should the findings of those studies have their legal force, can such force meet the
urgent pressures of living requirements? Where then does the planning process start from? And what
is the attitude of the planning theory towards reality? How did it become basically an absclute
theory? Is it the responsibility of the teaching job or insufficiency of curricula and reference books?
Or is it the personal, social, and economic variables, short of being a basis for theoretical rule? Oris it
the lack of iinkage between planning and execution, or the weakness of pianning against the power of
execution? All this is due to the system of administration in the state machinery at all levels. Hence,
the causative factors move about from roots to branches and vice versa; since community movement
is all one, and its system is an-indi visible-whole. The urban planner, by now, finds himself hanging
between the theory short of realism and realism short of theory. Nevertheless, the teaching and
researching job in the field of urban plaming is moving along amidst thick fogs of contradictions and
trends.

There might occur an idea to raise some questions serviceable as topics for objective researching,
iike what part do communities play in moving the planning process, or rather the part played by the
executive and planning machinery in such movement, or the part played by the researching machinery
in feeding the planning process, or the part played by the professional machinery in searh for the rea-
listic theory. And also, can the planning consciousness of the various community groups be mea-
sured? And what are the basic factors of such consciousness? It is, therefore, necessary to search for
truth and reality in the planning theory.
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