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AL- MAWEL NEWS:

* The Center is involved in the preparation of
the Architeciural contract. The Contraci will be
on the same lines of internatlonal contracts bat
bound (o the rules and regulations of e Egyp-
tian cyndicale.

e model contract will serve both the client
and the architect.

# The center i undertaking the preparation of &
feasibility study for. the development of & tou-
ristic area on the western cost af the bitier lakes.
The project comprises the establishment of =
hatel 1,80 bungelos recreation part, shopping
ares, & touristic village and § marina,

Rural architecture will be the concept of design.
* Dir. Saiid Moselly of Rysdh Univensity paid 2
short visit 1o the Center seeking collobaration in
the field of architecture and fown planaing in
Saudi Arabis.

+ The participants in the 8'® training course
arranged by the Center in November 1981 visited
Salhya project. The team was received by the
afficials of the Arab Contracions.

* A dralt coniract has been prepared o be
sigmed by USAID and the Center for the design
" upervision of the National Rice Institule to
be buill by the AID near the twon of Sakba in
Kalr E}-Sheikh provinee.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim president of the Center

has been invited 1o give a talk In 2 seminar (o be
held im the American University in Calra.

* The Center hus been shortlisted and invited for
» competition to design Faisal Islamic bank near
Al-Azhar in Calro. The Center has been also
imvited 1o participate In & compelition for the
planning and design of a Ceniral club in the
towa of 6" Oclober.

= The Center is involved in the preparation of o
feasibility study for establishing an industrial
estrate on the Calro-Fayoum rond.

TRAINING COURSE NO. 9 IN 1982 ON
HOUSING PLANNING AND PROGRAM-
MING WILL BE HELD IN THE CENTER ON
THE 3rd, OF JANUARY 1982, THE DURA-
TION OF THE COURSE 1S THREE WEEKS.
PARTICIPANTS CAN APPLY FOR THEF
COURSE PERSONALLY AT THE CENTER
TRANING SECTION.
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Figure la is ome of the many existing examples
ol dwellings with this organisational siruciare. A
slairway s beading 1o the roof terrace where
anather airy sitling room or sleewans is located,
or where additional bedrooms might be cons-
tructed. In such houses grandmother or grand-
Tather would quite often be living in, or there
would perhaps be separate quarters for & mar-
ried son, his wife, and youmg children, all Tor-
ming one large extended family,

Figure 1b shaws another example of this tra-
ditional concept comstrucied by the Ministry in
Jusra village (1976). The grouping of the houses
Is compact, four houses being chustered in ome
block, back (o back. The alley in the back has
been ommitted and traditional cross ventilation
s mo longer possible, Nevertheless, celling fans
and possibly an air conditioner will create a new
sort of comfort.

Figurel shows tramsition to & new concept.
The courtyard is remaved from its ceniral loca-
tion and its place taken by s roofed family sitting
ares, opening on fo the displaced courtynrd, or
verandah (V) 1o @ larger area.

The grouping of the rooms has also become
more compuet, making it easier to cool the
house. The separation between public and pri-
vale arcas i still complete, however, and some-
times, 1o imcrease privacy. = guest we will be
provided.

The functions of the original courtyard are
now splil. The area adjacent of the family siting
ares becomes garden while the practical func-
tions such as cooklag fish, charcoal cooking,

mnd washing, take place in the service yard sexi
to the klichen. Privacy from the ouiside is gua-
ranteed by a compound wall,

Figure 2a give an example of this transitional
concept by the Ministry of Housing in Dumistan
village (1976 10 197T).

Figure 2b gives another example constructed
by the Ministry in Askar village (1976 10 1977).

SYNOPSIS:
The Main Article:

The main article deals with the
housing problem with all its aspects
and sectors, The article presents the
views of several specialized and
authorized persons, who are interested
in this problem with its political,

Figure 2c represents the for
the present dwelling units. The family Hving ares
has become a completely enclosed room over-
looking o garden. The separution between this
living room snd the majlis ks optional. For
mough the majlis is still separable, it is now
possible for the family 1o use it in

sions.

The Personality of the Month:
The personality, of this month is

Arch. Abuzeid Rageh. The chairman

with the living room adding valuahle space 1o the
Tamily I required,
can be effected by o separuting wall or doors.

Simultameously, another change has taken
place; bedrooms and bathrooms have become
bolated from other activities, contributing to
better family privacy. And the car is geiting a
proper bocation adjacent (o the service yard.

Figure 3a gives the lay-out of 3 housetype still
under constraction ai several sites.

Figure 3b shows a proposal Tor a house type
under study for possible future constraction.

The skeiches illustrated provide some insight
into the present thinking about possible ways of
schieving the necessary flexibility and extendibi-
ity using @ standard core.

of Ri and Public

Co. Mr. Rageh, was graduated in 1949
continued his studies in Ilinoi and
Harvard Universities in U.S.A. He
also spent part of his time working in
American Firms and specialized in
hospital design.

The Technical Aritcle:

The technical article deals with
prefabricated building systems and
their suitability to housing projecis in
Egypt. The article refers to the envi-
ronmental problems and the housing
requirements of the different sectors of
the people. 1t also refers to the effect
of building rules and regulations on
the different systems.

Projects in this Issue:

The first project is the Diplomatic
Quarter in Riaydh, Saudi Arabia by
Speerplan & Regenal of Germany. The
quarter is planned to accommodate all
the diplomatic missions to be trans-
ferred frém Jeddah. The area of the
project is 58 hectars and expected to
absorb 25000 inhabitants in the year
2000,

The Second is a housing project in
Heliopolis, Cairo planned and desi-
gned by the Reconstruction. and
Public Housing Co. (RPHC) to
accomodate a population of 5000 from
the medium income group.

The Third is a housing project
planned and designed by RPHC to

i L b n b T T T P

date the new settlers in South
Sinai.

5
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HOUSING IN

BAHRAIN’S

CHANGING SCE-
NARIO

Continuous Process of
Design and Construction

The Bahbrainl Government's national
housing programme calls for the construction of
more than 16000 new howses every year.

The key to the saccessful design of houses
and surrounding environment for o mations
housing scheme is (o understand the local ira-
dition, heritage and climate, and to have the

spparstus, palicy,
and feed-back for carrying oat the appropiiate
development In Bahrain, with its rapidly chan-
ging environment,

In analysing the information provided by the
Bahraini population at lsrge, the Ministry is
continmously trying to improve on its design and
comstruction processes.

The tayoat of the Bahraini house and the
techniques used in it cons-truction  have
chunged quite considerbly over the past
decades. Such changes can be liggered by many
factors. Life siyles, new builiding methods, new

The alleys were also nice and draughty in the
heat of summer.

High up in the walls of the sdjscent houses
were  openings  allowing

Family tles are becoming looser, for Insiance,
possibly leading 1o similar problems for the
elderly as in the West. The travelling of Bah-
rabnds abroad and ihe Inflex of expiriate labour
from all origins, has led (o the importation of

through the rooms flowards the central
courtyards,

The walls were thick and constructed from
rough cul coral stones and plates of sediment
stone from the sea. Palm frunks and = matting
of palmleaves formed the base for the roof
which was covered with clay from the coastal
areas. The top layer of this clay was seeded with
wrass thoroughly watered to make the grass (ake
root. After the walering ceased, the grass died
but together with its roots it Tormed o perfect
insulation against the inlense solar heat. IF the
clay dried out and crucked, it would swell and
elose during the first winter downpour and there
fore-never beak,

The central court was used for all outside
functions: sitting, exting, waching and playing:

malerials ure new
come to make day 1o day life better, healthier
and more comfortable. When this happens
wraduslly, building technigues will keep pace,
and homes will be as well adapted to the climate
and environment as current knowledge permits,

The Bahraini house of o cenlury ago was such
un example of an almost perfect combination of
practical apphication of knowledge, tested over
tonge pertod of years. improved and altered by
gradual experiment,

The houses of the densely populated areas of
Muhbarraq, the main city in those days, has front
door opened on 1o an sccess road,narrow and
shady, and 91 the sides and back very narrow
alley wauys separated the adjoining houses. These
allys provided = practical shortcut for women to
g9 over 1o thelr nelghbours’ houses to take food
am huve a char.

4

even live stock would be kept there.

Guests were received in (he majlis, and never
entered the privacy of the house. When it really
became (oo hot in the sun, the family would sit
in the leewnn. With the eves breeze, the roof
was also & mice place for sliting or sbecping when
it was too hot and humid downstairs.

Now the picture has changed: the car was
introduced but could not find is way fo the
house; electricity brought eeiling fans and air
Conditionin, its. Cement was imported wnd
subsequenily used to replace the clay on the
roofs. and the roofs begam (o heak because
cracks in concrete do not cose in the rain, A
change in the family composition also predo-
minant & young Bahrainls chose to liye Inde-
pendently after marriage. And the family size
started (o decrense, so that the estlimated average
Tamily is now 512 persons and tending (o become
sttt smmatler,

ulldi fes with respect for
the country’s social and religious background
and climate.

The car has widened the streets, and the
resulting stretches of ssphall have made the
streets unbearable and deserted places.

The haw and why of ancien! construction
techniques and methods of coping with the
climate are belng forgotien and old crafisman-
ship is disappearing.

CHANGE IN HOUSE
LAYOUT

The sorganigrammess provide s wseful
way of analysing the factors that are cousing
alierations in living patterns and how they affect
the lay-omts of howses for Bahaini families.

Figare |,shows the traditionsl concept of the
open comrt yard configuration, in which afl
dwelling functions sre grouped around sn open
courtyard. Quite often in the initial layout, the
ring is mot completed to provide space for
extending the house later.

There is a distinct demarcation between the
wprivates and «publics area (indicated by the
datted line). The main feature of the public ares
s the majlis (M) & traditional reception room for
the male guests. Women receive their (female)
guests im the private aren of the courtyard of the
covered bui not enclosed sitting area, where the
family members have their meal most of the
timel(F). Meals for the male guests are served in
the majlis.
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Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

THE HOUSING PROBLEM
BETWEEN THE SEVEN FACTORS

The housing problem has become a continuous argument between the
different people concerned. The argument gives the reasons and the pro-
posals while the specialized committees meet and put their recommenda-
tions and proposed Programmes. On the other hand the executive bodies
implement their own housing projects whenever land and money are avai-
Iable without witing for the reults of any research or planning. Here the
gap between the planner and the executer becomes wider and wider and the
problem becomes the source for more arguments,

The housing problem by its nature is a confinuous problem because of
the continuous increase of housing demand more than the available stock.
The housing problem is affected by seven factors cmnnmlc. social, tech-
mical, legal, i isational and il The
problem for the architect is to drsi[.ﬂ for comfort and beauty. For the
planner il is densities location, levels, roads and public utilities. For the
economist it is cost rent, loans, return and subsidies. For the solicitor it is
buying, selling and contracis between the owners and the tenanis. For the
sociologist it is a family and requirements, customs and way of living. For
the administrator it is running, maintenance and management. For the
indusirialist it is a product, marketing and furnishing.

The housing problem with this complexity requires teams of different
deciplines working together in well organized machenaries capable of
programming implemention, follw up and evaluation, The continuous
research should feed the previous operation and adjust their directions.
This requires continuous up-dating of information.

This needs a proper for the of these i
where every one should know his job and inter-relationship with others
working in the same team or machenary. This how we secure the continuity
and effeciency in swiving the problem cintinuously. This is where all aut-
thorities should cooperate in the field of housing, this cooperation could be
a higher council for housing.

The role of ed; fon is also imp. where all can give part
of its curriculum to housing. Architectural education must have a greater
role in this concern where 60% of the urban areas is covered by housing
areas.
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