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“The best route to unleash people’s entrepreneurial spirit to
take risks, to compete, to innovate, to determine the direction and
pace of development. It is fitting, therefore, that this year’s Human
Development report has people’s participation as its special focus
people’s participation is becoming the central issue of our time.” "
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. aimed at redefining policies, transforming institutions,
and helping people define, internalize and actualize a people-
centered development vision” "
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“Whether they live in the plains or in the valleys, whether
they live in slums or in isolated villages, whether they speak Hindi,
Swahili, or Uzbet, people have one thing in common: They do not
want charity. They want a chance. They do not want solutions
imposed from without. They want the opportunity to build from
within. They do not want my culture or yours. They want their own.
They want future enriched by the inheritance of their past” James D.
Wolfenson, World Bank president.""
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Abstract

Each sub-system contains a number of elements with different inter-relationships.
There are a number of governing restrictions and laws that affect the system, in
addition to some development directing aspects.

Six case studies are reviewed and analyzed through the proposed system. The
development of Asila city in Morocco and El-Darb EI-Ahmar community in Cairo as
examples for the historic urban communities. Examples of the semi-rural informal
communities are Boulak El-Dakrour community and Manshiet Nasser community.
The village of Atmida in El-Dakahlia and village of El-Basaisa in El-Sharkia are the
examples for the rural communities.

The research ends in a number of conclusions concerning the theoretical and
case study analysis to point out the community characteristics affecting the
development process. Although the human needs are the same and the prevailing
problems in different communities are similar, the local characteristics of the
community affect the nature of dealing with such problems and the way of fulfilling
such needs. This makes the profound study of the community and the awareness of its
uniqueness inevitable. Moreover, all aspects of the community must be covered
during the development process. So as to reach more effective and realistic plans

when dealing with the community and its development.




Abstract

Abstract

Most communities in Egypt suffer from great deterioration in almost all
aspects of life. Many trials were made to unleash this state, however most of them
were ineffective or insufficient. This has aroused many doubts between specialists
about the solutions and policies undertaken through the development process. The
research attempts to point out the reasons for such ineffectiveness of plans. It
emphasizes the uniqueness of each community and how it should affect the
development process, in order to reach more appropriate and realistic plans for urban
and rural communities.

The research is divided into two main parts. In the theoretical part, a number
of concepts, closely related to the research subject, are reviewed. In chapter one, the
concept of community versus society is explained. The components of the community
are pointed out, which give it its unique identity. The various scales of sorting
communities are mentioned, where the urban — rural scale is the most important and
widely used.

In chapter two, three types of deteriorated communities are chosen to be
studied: the historic urban communities, the semi-rural informal communities and the
rural communities. Each community is studied separately, where its definition is
stated and the most recognizable physical and non-physical features are pointed out.
Moreover, the main problems prevailing in each community are reviewed, the
development priorities and the former development policies and plans. Then, the
effectiveness of such plans is studied, where a number of difficulties are highlighted.

Chapter three deals mainly with the concept of community development and
people’s participation as the main core of the development process. Many definitions
of this concept are reviewed. In addition to the study of the main principles and
objectives of community development. Moreover, the main obstacles of applying such
concept in Egypt are pointed out. Such as, mismanagement, interference of the
participating parties jurisdictions and the scarceness of social programs.

In chapter four, community development process is viewed as a system rather
than a process. It is composed of three sub-systems: the human role in development,

the physical and non-physical environments, combined with different relationships.
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