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The side pyramid (Gll-q) lies in
the south aloengside of the north
south axis of khafra pyramid, on
the area located between the
two external walls of the pyramid.
It is believed by some archaeo-
logists that this pyramid was
designated for burial of one wife
of king khafra. Some others
believe that it was designated for
performance of some special
religious rituals. As to the Vault it
lies to the west of khafra’s side
pyramid.

6. Ships' hollows:

There are five hollows for ships
excavated around khafra
pyramid to the east. Two hollows
are located in the vicinity of the
north wall of the Funerary Temple,
while the other three hollows lie in

the vicinity of the south wall of the
Funerary Temple.

7. The Sphinx and its Temple:

Its is certain that the Sphinx
represents king khafra in the form
of the god Horus while reading
Mass for the god of the sun (Ra),
existing inside the open Temple.

Restorations done to
Khafra pyramid

The working plans for treat-

ment, doing restorations to, and
maintaining the burial room of
king khafra and its corridor came
to an end on 14-7-1986, and
covered the following steps:
— Primary examination and
survey of both the room and the
corridor, in order to know the
reasons of the ruin,

* Survellance devices inside the
Queen’s chamber,

— Restorations and removal of
salts which covered surfaces and
walls.

— Follow-up of the change of
temperatures and humidity, prior
to the start of doing restorations,
as well as during restoration
process, and after finishing up
with the process.

— Ultra-Violet rays lamps were
used, with a view to get informa-
tion about the nature and quality
of the materials.

— Plaster coatings and salts were
chemically analysed before and
after restoration.

— A TV Camera system was used
inside the room and the corridor,
fogether with a monitor which
was put in a special room outside
the pyramid, in order to monitor
the Visitors, with a view to prevent
all the attempts of abusing and
impairing the monument from
within.

S e \ f,



Synopsis

N e e s L R e

The pyramid group of king khafra (Chepherin)

King khafra is the fourth king of
the IV dynasty. He is one of the
sons of king khufu (cheops). He
chose Giza plateau to be a site
for his pyramid group and in the
vicinity of his father’s group. The
pyramid group of khafra is the
most complete of the groups
dating back to the Old kingdom,
because its constituents are rela-
tively undamaged.

The pyramid group of khafra
consists of the following:
1. The Valley temple:

It's one of the best temples
dating back to the Old kingdom
on account of its unusually fine
preservation of its granite walls
and pillars. It was first excavated
by the French archaeologist
Marriette in the year 1853, and
then re-excavated once more by
Hélscher in the year 1909/1910
A.D. The walls are covered with
granite blocks. The Temple
comprises sixteen red granite
square pillars, while the floor is
covered with alabastre.

The temple has two entrances
in the east side. HOlscher found,
in the middle of the east wall, a
floor with a square opening,
which he considered a base of
4-pillar small altar. Hblscher
re-built the walls of the altar,
along with two open doors, and
the inscriptions including the
names and titles of khafra around
the doors. It seems that there was
a statue of the king inside the
alter. And in the crosswise hall,
next to the entrance of the
Temple there was found a ditch
where the well-known statue
representing king khafra and the
eagle-shaped god Horus with his
wings spread out.

2. The ascending road:

It is one of the few ascending
roads, dating back to the Old
kingdom, and of which most of
the lengths of its foundation were
determined, as there are some
parts of the side walls which are
about three metres thick.

3. The Funerary Temple:

It is built of local limestones
directly on the rocks of Giza pla-
teau. lts interior walls are covered
with cut white limestones which
were brought from Turah quar-
ries. The exterior walls were
covered with granite blocks,
brought from Asswan quarries,
located at a distance of 900 km to
the south.

4. Khafra Pyramid:

This pyramid was assoicated
with the name khafra, on the
strength of an inscribed text at
the entrance of the Valley
Temple, in addition to some ins-
criptions inside the Funerary
Temple, in which his name was
mentioned. The pyramid has two
entrances, the first in the north
wall at an altitude of 11 metres
above ground level, whereas the
second is dug in the rock at the
ground level on the north side.

5. The side pyramid and the sub-
terranean Vault:

Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy

Miss: Inas Jamal

Dr Shawqi Nakhiah

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabil Abdessamie'
Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar
engr. Hassan Abdelnaby
Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy
Mr. Mohamed Mohsen

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr ‘Allya Sheriff

Dr Wafa' Assiddieq

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha

Dr Ahmad Kadry

\NO s e



AL

A f.wai.r

®
|
oJ
3,
=
1
%
%
3
)
3,
8,
S




