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Salvaging the finest of queens’ fombs:

Nefertari tomb

Queen Nefertari held a favou-
rite position among the five con-
sorts of king Ramessis Il. Despite
the lack in historical documents,
we can make out more informtion
about her, through the ancient
monuments of such age. Perhaps
the most significant of such
monuments, without doubt, is the
little temple of Abu Sumbul, at
Nubia, which was dedicated to
her, along with the goddess Hat-
Hur. The temple was hewed out of
the mountain during her lifetime.
It is to be noticed that her statues
at the facade were sculptured to
the same size of king Ramessis
Statues, thus indicating the high
esteem she was held in.

She participated with king
Ramessis |l in rites and official
ceremonies in such a manner
that we had not known before
except with queen Nefertari and
Akhenaten,

She was not the first to carry
such name, since she was pre-
ceded by queen Ahmes- Nefer-
tari, head of the VIl dynasty, who
was deifled by Egyptians after her
death. And most probably Nefer-
tari was named after her, as also
she may have belonged to the
same dynasty.

The tomb of Nefertari was
excavated in 1904 by the ltalian
archaeological expedition in
Egypt lead by Schiaparelli. It lies
to the right of the entrance of the
queens’ valley on the west bank
at Luxor. The mountain section
out of which the tomb of Nefertari
was hewed is considered among
the worst kinds of limestone, and
that is why its walls were covered
with a thick coat of mortar on

whick the wall figures were cut
out in low relief. And such was the
easiness of drawing, cutting and,
colouring on this coat that the
artist had brillianty set out in his
drawings.

Description of the tomb:

The tomb begins with a stone
staircase leading to the tomb
entrance which in turn leads to
the hall «A» (5.20m.x5.30m) On
both the west and north sides of
the hall, there is a bench, most
probably, to put instruments and
funeral offerings on. And on the
wall above the bench there is
inscribed the seventeenth
chapter of the Book of the Dead,
concerned with exit from and
entry into the other world. On top
of such text on the left hand of the
visitor, there are drawings repre-
senting the queen while playing
checkers (Senet) in her tent. On
the west wall we find a picture of
the Aker (horison) which takes the
form of two lions with the solar
disc in between. Then we see the
Benou bird beside the mummy of
Nefertari inside the tent of
embalmment guarded by the
godesses Isis and Nephthys in the
form of a she-hawk on both sides.
There are also the hall (B) and the
hall- (C). Their walls are covered
with various fine drawings and
paintings. And from the hall (A)
there is a staircase descending
to the sarcophagus hall (H), the
entrance of which is topped with
the god Maat sitting down on the
floor, and spreading her wings
signifying entry into the house of
truth.

Treatment and salvation efforis:
It was difficult to enumerate the

domestic and foreign archaeo-
logical expeditions assigned to
Nefertari tomb since it was closed
to public visits (about the year
1940), with a view to determine its
condition as well as the possibili-
ties of treatment and preserva-
tion, because there is only a
limited number of efforts and
studies which are recorded and
available to the research worker.
However, there are indications
that the EAO had done sporadic
restoration works to the tomb
before and after the world war
(between 1934 and 1977). But
there excists no recorded state-
ment of such works.

Moreover, the UNESCO was
precursory to send its scientific
and technical expeditions with a
view to study the condition of
antiquities in general and thdait of
Nefertari tomb in paiticular. The
first team of experts came in 1958,
the second in 1969, and there
came a third in 1970, which
submitted a detailed diagnostic
and therapeutic report that
embodied the corniclusions and
view points of the former expedi-
tions. The report has become a
main reference to all the subse-
quent case studies of the tomb,
which resulted in a sort of joint
project between the EAO and the
American Ghrity institute for
antiquities presesrvation, to sal-
vage the tomb of Nefertari, The
first phase of the joint project
began on 10/9/1986 | It is a phase
of preparatory studies, which is
due to be completed by next
September 1987. Then there will
be determined the final practical
executive steps of restoration
works to be done to the tomb.
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Editorial:

In the framework of a complete restoration project,
which is carried out in cooperation with Ghetty institute for
restorations in the United States, the scientific and tech-
nical studies are being made for doing restorations to the
tomb of Nefertari, the unforgettable consort of Ramessis
the Great. The tomb Is one of the finest Egyptain antigui-
ties, altogether, just as it is one of the greatest types of
human legacy in general. The scientific levels gathered
for coping with such a challenge, are of ihe highest scien-
tific calibre, which is almost unknown before in the
modern history of restorations. So there are scores of the
world professors, who are specialized in the most exact
fields of knowledge attached, directly or indirectly, to
such great issue of restoration, starting with scientists of
geology, petrology, pedology, remote sensing, microor-
gasims chemistry, physics, architectural and finely
worked restoration, and Egyptology which is one of the
most important scientific and academic seats in America,
Japan, and ltaly, in addition to the qualifications of Anti-
quities Organization in the field of restoration, as well as
all the fields of physical sciences related to restoration,
the most distinguished masters of restoration, and the
dean of restoration college in Rome were assigned the
task of making such studies which almost did not leave
even one gap without scientific dissection, in order that
the process of restoration and treatment may be accom-
plished to the highest and most accurate standard known.
In this framework, humidity, temperature, vibrations and
other environmental phenomena were measured, in
order to be studied and treated by the ultra sophisticated
scientific apparatuses, offered by Ghetty institute for res-

toration in the United States. The institute has also esta-
blished on the site a restorative and chemical laboratory
and equipped it with appliances imported from abroad.

In fact, the history of such tomb since it was excavated at
the beginning of this century and till now, induces us not to
stint it in such effort and such practical safeguards, since it
has remained for more than eighty years closed to cul-
tural visits. None but a few restorators and specialized
scientists did enjoy its unique sights. They considered the
phenomenon of its deterioration, complexity of its restora-
tion, the slump of its inscriptions, and the disagreement on
the methods of treatment, a full tragedy that must be left
behind. Now, and after the Organization of Antiquities
had gathered all its wills, out of our scientific and cultural
conscience in facing such a very complicated challenge
work had begun in the tomb. Then the civilized world and
international community represented in UNESCO began
to regard attentively from nearby, and to be favourably
disposed to the restorations which are at present being
done to perfection to such tomb.

The Egyptian Antiquities Organization, in dealing with
such an issue within the framework of the greater cause it
has previously undertaken to cope with, namely preser-
vation of the national heritage and saivage of its trea-
sures, truly sets about such achievement in a more dis-
tinctive way as regards the nature of the problem which
has to be studied and confronted.
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