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among twenty two saints.

- A niche of limestone bearing
floral decorations in relief.

- Pottery with drawings in relief in
the shape of living beings.

- Dummies and ornaments of
bone on which floral elements
and inscriptions are engraved.

- A piece of parchment bearing
a congratulation on the new
year and symbolic drawings
from the 17th cent. A.D.

As for the hall of the Islamic
Period, it exhibits a collection of
ceramics, glazed tiles, glass
pieces, textile, wooden pieces
bearing floral decorations, Kufic
inscriptions some of which are
inlaid with mother-of-pearl as
doors, Koran stands and mash-
rabiyyas, weapons and metal
objects, some manuscripts the
most improtant of which is Koran
in Neskhi writing from the
Ottoman Period, stone pieces
including a marble sabil from the
Mameluke Period and a frieze of
limestone bearing geometrical
and floral decorations and Kufic
inscriptions from the Fatimid
Period.

The most improtant exhibits:

- A big gun inlaid with gilded
silver and decorated with floral
elements and shapes of ani-
mals and weapons. (Ottoman
Period).

- A glass bottle bearing decora-
tions of glass threads. (Fatimid
Period).

- A ceramic vessel ornamented
with drawings. (Mameluke
Period).

- Mosaic representing a hunting
journey. (17th cent. A.D.).

- A spoon of ivory and morganite
with incised decorations.
(Ottoman Period).

Another hall includes coins and
manuscripts from the different
periods as a collection for study.
The most important of which are:

- Bronze coins. (Ptolemic Period).

- Brass filses. (Ummayad Period).

- Silver dirhams. (Mameluke
Period).

- Golden dindrs struck in Cons-
tantine in 1277 A.H. (Offtoman
Period).

- Memcrial medal on the occa-
sion of the centennial anniver-
sary of Mohammad ‘Ali's rule
dated 1849 A.D.

- Memorial medal on the occa-
sion of the Suez Canal inaugu-
ration on November 15, 1869
A.D.

The hall of the Modern Age exhibits
some of the possessions of Mohammad
‘Ali's Dynasty represented in porcelain
and ceramic vases and pots bearing
various decorations; stationery (inkpots
and pens); metal collections including
tableware with human figures and floral
decorations in relief, coloured crystal
vessels; busts of Mohammad ‘Ali Pasha,
the founder of al-'Alwiyya Dynasty, and
Khedive Isma'il; tablets bearing inscrip-
tions in addition o some materials used
by Prince Mohammmad "Ali Tawfik.

The most important exhibits:

- Koran written by hand, ornamented with
gilded decorations and dated. 1258
A.H.

- Tablets bearing Koranic texts and some
of the Honorble Hadith.

- A royal carriage "Caléche style”, used
by Khedive Isma'il in the Suez Canal
inauguration,

- Table-cloths embroidered with silver
threads.

- Coloured crystal pots and silver table-
ware.

The Restoration, Treatment and Conser-
vation Work

The restoration work included many
collections of various objects amounting
to 4253 ones, organic or inorganic mate-
rials. They were chosen from the museums
and the monumental sites fo represent the
different historical periods. The most

PSRRI T T T . Y )l —

important collections that were restored
and treated are:

The Organic Collection

The collections of the textile and cloths
(586 pieces) dating back to the Graeco-
Roman, Coptic and Islamic periods, were
restored and treated. The colours of the
wooden objects (coffins, masks, models of
Pharaonic boats, panels, Coptic toys,
Koran-stands, doors, sotas) were treated
and strengthened. The collections of
bone and ivory (kohl sticks, surgery fools
panels, spindles’ heads) from the different
periods, were treated as well.

The Inorganic Collection
The restoration included the following:

One thousand pieces of coin of bronze,
silver and bullion; Osiris statues; incense
burners; swords; daggers; Islamic wea-
pons of different metals and ingots; 1940
pieces of stone, pottery and marble; col-
lections of glass bottles, plates and kohl
containers; ceramic statuettes; big sta-
tues; offerings tables; capitals and archi-
tectural elements dating to different
periods.

Providing the show cases with the
materials that protect the objects from the
air influences, was taken into considera-
tion.

The Cultural and Tourist Services

- A tourist cafeteria has been established
for presenting soft drinks and gquick
meals.

- The museum garden has been provided
with distinguished monuments.

- The garden has been provided with
pergolas with seats.

- The museum has been provided from
the inside and the outside with gui-
dance boards and labels in Arabic and
English for presenting the historical
information and the tour line.

- A room has been established for selling
the tickets and the museum guidebook.

- A check office has been established
beside a gift shop for selling the repro-
ductions, the scientific books and the
video cassefttes concerning the
museums and monumental sites.

- The museum has been provided with a
hall for delivering lectures and showing
films to the visitors and pupils. This hall
can be used after the closing time
through an outer door opening into the
museum’s garden.
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* The royal carriage used by Khedive Is mail in the Suez Canal inauguration.

including the Predynastic Period,
the Old Kingdom, the Middle
Kingdom, the New Kingdom and
the Late Egypuan Period that
marks the end of the Egyptian
Dynasties.

These objects are represented
in collection of royal and persons
statues; offerings tables; gods
statues; some adornment mate-
rials as perfume vessels and kohl
containers and their pencils;
funerary paintings; some statio-
nery as colour brushes, pen-
cases and papyri; pottery bea-
ring Hiratic and Coptic inscrip-
tions; canopic jars and sarco-
phagi in addition to a collection
of neckalces and other collec-
tions that cover-the sides of the
religious and mundane life
during the Pharaonic Period.
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The most important exhibits:

- A statue's head of alabaster of
King Menkaure (or Mycerinus)
who built the Third Pyramid at
Giza. (Old Kingdom).

- A false door of limestone,
usually placed in the offerings
room. (Old Kingdom).

- A statue of Osiris, one of the
most important deities in the
Ancient Egyptian Periods.

- A double statue of a man and
his wife of coloured limestone.
(Old Kingdom).

- A statue's head of god Amun of
limestone. (Middle Kingdom).

- A granitic bust of King Ame-
nemhet lll, the greatest King of
the Xl th Dynasty. (Middle
Kingdom).

- A statue's head of Queen Hats-
hepsut of rose granite, in the
shape of the Sphinx.

Papyruses bearing religious
texts and messages in Ancient

Egyptian language writings
(Hieroglyphic, Hiratic, and
Demotic).

The third hall of this floor is for
the objects of the Graeco-Roman
Period which include collections
of the coloured statuettes of
Tanagra; lamp handles bearing
decorations representing Greek
myths; collections of coins, glass
and textfile; heads of statues of
men and wemen in addition to
the coloured gypsum masks.

The most important exhibits:

- Pottery for keeping the ashes of
the deads.

- Terra-Cotta statues of
“Tanagra", used as offerings or
gifts for the deads and buried
with them. They were also used
for ornamentation.

- A papyrus bearing a message
in Greek language 342 B.C.

- Statues of marble and limes-
tone showing the artist's skill in
using the dissection proportions
of the body.

The upper flootr: is for the objects
of the Coptic and Islamic periods
and the Modern Age.

The hall of the Coptic Period
includes a wonderful collection
of textile, manuscripts bearing
coloured decorations repre-
sented in floral elements and
shapes of birds and animals,
coloured icons bearing the sights
of the Virgin and the Christ,
wooden pieces with decorations
relief, bones ornamented with
human figures, pottery and bowls
with coloured drawings and
other objects that represent the
aspects of life in this period.

The most improtant exhibits:
- An icon representing the Christ



R e B s _)\351\,:&\3 P = S

Port Sa’id National Museum

General Historical Introduction

Since the dawn cf history, Egypt
was greatly characterized by
natural and human qualities that
enabled it tc creat the first civili-
zaticn in the woerld.

The distinguished situation cof
Egypt, the fertility of its land, its
great Nile River, and the ancient
Egyptian whe was always cha-
racterized by endurance and
sclidity greatly affected in esta-
blishing the civilizations and rea-
lizing the stability en this kind
land.

That paved the way for crea-
ting an artistic life that pro-
duced many arts in which Egypt
was rich and which were trans-
mitted to many naticns of the
world. The museums in Egypt and
in the countries all cver the werld
embrace the Egyptian antiquities
frem the different periods.

As Port Sai'd is reckened cne of
the passages thrcugh which the
Egyptian civilization was trans-
mitted to the werld, it is suitable to
be the entrance of the light she-
wing the artistic sides in the diffe-
rent pericds of Egypt beginning
with the Pharacnic Periced fol-
lowed by the Graecc Roman,
then the Coptic, then the Islamic
and ending with the Mcdern Age.

Port Sa’id City

Port Sa'id is a city of great his-
tory as the historical facts confirm
that it replaced the harbour of
Pelouz in the Archaic Period.
Near it, there were two Egyptian
cities of great fame; "“al-Pharma”
and "Tanis"”.

Port Sa’id National Museum

Port Sa'id is one of the impor-
tant cities because of its great
history and unique situation as it
lies at the northern mouth of the
Suez Canal through which the
boats and ships, crossing the
Canal from all over the world,
pass. That made of Port Sa'id a

-tourist attraction center for a

great number of visitors and
foreigners beside the Egypfian
visitors who visit the city daily,
especially after its conversion
into a free zone. Therefore, it was
necessary to establish a museum
to embrace the heritage of the
city and collections of objects
from the different periods.

In accordance with the most
improtant aims of the EA.O.
which is spreading the archaeo-
logical, historical and national
consciousness, the E.A.O. esta-
blished this national museum tfo
include various collections of
objects from the different Egyp-
tian periods from the Predynastic
till the time of Khedive Isma'il and
collections of the excavations of
Tanis monumental city that lies to
the southwest of Port Sa’id. The
number ofobjectsexhibited in the
museum amounts to over 6000
pieces.

The National Museum of Port
Sa'id is characterized by its
unique location and large area
and includes an open museum
where a collection of large
monumental pieces from diffe-
rent periods is exhibited.

The building consists of a
basement and two floors, the
basement is for the sections of

photography, restoration and
museum services. The ground
floor is for the objects of the Pha-
raonic and Graeco Roman
periods while the upper floor is for
the objects of the Islamic and
Coptic periods and the Modern
Age till the end of Isma'il’s reign.

The Preparation of the Museum

The preparation of the museum
needed much work and many
arrangements. The basement
and all the windows and
entrances have been secured
and protected with curtains of
treated steel integrated into the
design of the building and the
halls and dall the main and
branch passages have been
provided with different alarm
and security devices as the
closed television circuits.
Moreover, the showcases have
been designed according to the
technical and security specifac-
tions.

The Scientific Documentation

The objects have been pro-
vided with labels, photographed
in white and black and in colours
and precisely described. The
description has been registered
and microfilmed.

The Exhibits of the Museum

The ground floor: includes three
halls, two for the Pharaonic
Period and one for the Graeco-
Roman Period.

The first two halls exhibit the
objects of the Pharaonic Period
covering a long histerical period
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Editorial:

Undcubtedly, the establishment of a national
museum in Port Sa'id was the hope of the archaeo-
logists as this impertant city lies at the mouth of the
greatest navigation rocute that cennects many cen-
tinents.

Therefcre, it has been very necessary that this
museum exhibits the story of the Egyptian civiliza-
tien from the earliest periods till the time of Isma’il in
the last century, aiming at presenting, for the visiter,
a thercugh view of the antiquities of this civilizaticn
during its pericds; the Ancient, the Graeco Roman,
the Ceptic and the Islamic in additicn tc the
Mocdern Age.

If this museum realizes the cultural aims of the
foreign tourism, it alsc fulfills an impcertant mission
fer the Egyptian ycuths and citizens threugh preme-
ting the histerical censcicusness and deepening
the cultural roots of the contemperary Egyptian
perscnality. This aim is net less in nobleness, if not
more, than any other aim of this great establish-
ment.

Ged grant success.

Dr. Ahmed Kadry
Chairman
Egyptian Antiquities Organization

lE.A.O.] * The southern elevation.

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy Dr Shawqi Nakhiah Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Dr Amal el-‘imary engr. Nabil Abdessamie’ Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
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