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Synopsis

The Project of the E.A.O. for Res-
toring fhe Bullding of the
People’'s Assembly and Its
Annexes

The People's Assembly is considered
one of the important historical features
that have born great connection with the
modern history of Egypt. In 1923 A.D., it was
specially planned and bullt to be the
headquarters of the Parliament. The
inaugural meeting that inciuded the
Senate and the Representatives Council
was held there on Saturday 15, March,
1924 A.D. Since then, thé building has
been a theatre for important events in the
political life of Egypt, and has become a
symbol for all the constitutional and
democratic concepts that have been an
integral part of the political heritage of
Egypt.

The architectural style of the building, in
itself, reflects both the European architec-
tural style (at the end of the 19th ¢. and the
beginning of the 20th c.) and the Islamic
effects. Therefore, it has to be preserved
including its architectural features and
elements and its artistic type.

In regard to the longitudinal and trans-
verse cracks that befell the dome and the
obliteration of the decorations, the Per-
manent Committee of Islamic and Coptic
Antiquities in the E.A.O. determined to
register the bullding as an Islamic
monument to be preserved and restored
according fo the article n. 2 of the Statute
n. 177 | 1983 A.D. concerning the antiqui-
ties protection.

The building consists of a main round
hall, 22 m. in diameter and 30 m. in height.
Above this hall is a dome with a round
part covered with glass in the center and
above it a lantern with a small shallow
dome. The dome is ornamented from the
outside with moulded decorations repre-
senting repeated units.

The hall consists of two floors each with
a balcony. The foremost part of the hall is
divided into three parts on the left, the
biggest of which is the middle one that is
flanked by two columns and between
them the emblem of the Republic and the
dias of the presidency which is 8 steps
higher than the floor of the hall that is fur-
nished with the members' benches.

The main entrance of the building is at
the southern side and is ascended to
through a marble stair leading to a cir-
cular corridor surrounding the hall. Many
wings are annexed to the hall as the Pha-
raonic hall, the rest halls of the President
of the Republic, the Prime Minister and the
Minsiters and the rest hall known as "the
queen's rest hall".

The Architectural and Fine Restoration
Work.

The E.A.O. has carried out the architec-
tural and fine restoration of the architec-
tural and artistic elements of the building
of the People's Assembly as follows:

Firstly: The Architectural Restoration
1. The Dome:

The dome's body was examined from the
outside and it was found that there were
longitudinal and transverse cracks and
splits, the matter that affected its com-
pounds and body. It was also found that
there were not any gutters for carrying
away the rain water and that affected the
walls and ceilings as well.

2. The Bullding:

The original colour of the building and its
facades was examined and the building
was repdinted in the original colour using
a kind of paint resistant to temperature
and humidity, and besides, the decora-
tive elements were restored.

Secondly: The Fine Restoration

The fine restoration work covered the
conservation, treatment, painting and
gilding of the dome and the halls of the
President of the Republic, the Prime
Minister and the Ministers in addition to
the corridors.

The restoration also included the clea-
ming and restoration of the carpets, the
restoration of the sitting set of the rest Hall
of the president of the Republic, the resto-
ration of the protraits of some of the lea-
ders of Egypt and the members bench,
and the restoration of the mosque.

The Museum of the Parllamentary Life in
Egypt

Two halls in the building have been
chosen to be prepared as a museum for

TR L il e R T S e M RIS )\-‘iSH,nJLc SRS

the parliamentary life in Egypt. That was
done in two phases.

The First Phase

— The tiles of the floor leading fo- the
museum were relpaced with others of
marble.

— The two halls were repainted to match
the exhibits.

— The electrical network of the two halls
was changed In correspondence with the
museologicl exhibition.

The Second Phase

A- In this phase, the exhibits of this
museum were chosen, the most signi:
ficant of which are some importan
documents of the development of the
parliamentary life in Egypt. All these
documents have been exhibited
inside suitable show cases in the first
hall of the museum and have been
provided with labels in Arabic.

B- Some oil paintings and portraits
representing the rule time of the
Mohammad Ali's family from his time
till Farouk | in addition to some priraits
of the leaders ot Egypt, were-restored.

C- Photos of the presidents of the Egyptian
Parliament till now, were prepared in
addition to photos of some of the kings
and Presidents who visited the Parlia-
ment.

D- The throne chair and the two candles-
ticks flanking it were resotfred and their
missing decorations were completed
and regilded.

E- One of the royal carriages known as
“al-Alay" was chosen to be exhibited
as a model of the vehicles used for
attending the sessions of the Parlia-
ment.

F- Busts of some persons that had arolein
the parliamentry life in Egypt were
chosen to be exhibited as the bust of
Mohammad Ali Pasha and that of
Khedive Isma'il. All the exhibits have
been provided with labels made of
plexiglas and written with letraset, and
besides, two tablets have been fas-
tened to the entrance of the museum
dealing briefly with the history of the
parliamentary life in Egypt.
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Editorial:

The building of the People’s Assembly repre-
sents a great national value for it is regarded as a
symbol for the democratic concepts and prac-
tices that have been deep-rooted in the cons-
ciousness of the Egyptian.

Iin accordance to the Antiquities Protection
Statute No. 117/1983 A.D., the present building of
the People’s Assembly has been registered as a
monument for all the symbols it represents and
the parliamentary events that happened there.

The restoration work has covered the architec-
tural elements, the protraits and photos, the
carpets and the artistic inscriptions and decora-
tions in which its main halls are rich.

Meanwhile, the E.A.O0. has established a

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr ‘Aliya Sherift

Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

A0 o s Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha

Dr Ahmad Kadry

museum for the development of the history of the
parliamentary life in Egypt from the time of
Mohammad Ali, followed by Khedive Isma’il until
now.

The museum embraces the documents, the
manuscripts, the protraits and photos, the old
throne chair and the royal carriage that was used
on the occasion of inaugurating the parliamen-
tary sessions and delivering the inaugural speech
in this building.

God grant success.
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