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« The qibla iwan during restoration.

The Architectural Restoration
Work:

The architectural restoration plan « Restoration work in the external facade of the Mosque.
included renewing the foundations,
strengthening the internal and external
walls, restoring the wall piers and the
wooden ceilings. The damaged plaster at
the top of the minaret and dome was also
removed and replaced.

The Restoration, Conservation
and Treatment Work:

* Many wooden elements were restored
as the minbar, the mausoleurn, the aba-
cuses at the top of the marble columns,
dekkat al-muballegh and the lanterns'
leaves.

* The damaged parts of the stucco geo-
metrical and floral decorative elements
in the mihrab were restored according to
the origins.

* 8 windows of geometrical decorations
were casted and consfructed in the gitla
wall.

f
!
[ |
1
i

* 150 white marble columns of different
sizes and lengths were cleaned then they
were isolated to avoid the effects ot heat,
humidity and atmosphere.

v VE



Synopsis

——— U el ———————— e ——

Restoration of ‘Amr Ibn Al ‘As Mosque

The Mosque of ‘Amr Ibn al 'As in Islamic
Fustat represents a distinguished symbol
since it is the first large mosque in Islamic
Egypt and Africa. It was founded in 21 A H.

.1 641 AD. by 'Amr lbn al 'As, the Islamic
leader, and was given several names
reflecting its imporiance and great spiri-
tual and political role in the history of
Islamic Egypt.

It is worth mentioning that the traditions
connected with this large mosque are still
prevalent in our recent life as performing
there, the prayer of the last Friday of
Ramadan "Al-Jum'a al-Yatima", the
prayer for increasing the Nile flood and
the supplications in which all the Egyptian
sects used to participate.

The Egyptian Antiquities Organization
has carried out a thorough architectural
and fine restoration covering the monu-
mental elements of the qibla riwag in
accordance with the right scientific spe-
cifications, and thus the great mosque
has regained its old historical character.

Mosque of ‘“Amr Ibn al-‘As

Built in al-Fustat in 21 AH. | 642 A.D. by
‘Amr lbn al-'As to be the first mosque in
Egypt and Africa, it was surrounded by the
buildings and houses of al-Fustat at the
northeastern, southeastern and south-
western sides, but as for the northwestern
one, there were no buildings since the
mosque overlooked the Nile then.

The mésque was of great importance in
Islamic Egypt for it was the first university,
600 years before al-Azhar mosque, where
the lessons’ circles were held for the
public, students and specialists in Koran,
language and jurisprudence.

Since the end of the Fatimid period, the
tradition of performing the prayer of the
last Friday of Ramadan "“al Jum'a al
Yatima" in this mosque has begun.

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq

Historical Background.

It was built in the shape of a rectangular
low shed of wood and palm leaves sup-
ported on columns of palm stems, stones
and mud bricks while the floor was
covered with gravel.

In 53 AH. | 672 AD. the mosque was
demolished and rebuilt by the Umayyad
ruler Musallama Ibn Mukhallad,
occupying more area. An open courtyard
(sahn) was added in front of the new gibla
and the gravel was replaced with mats.

In 93 AH. | 710 A.D., the ruler Kurra lbn
Shourayk demolished the mosque once
more and re-established it on an area of
750 m.i.e. half of its present one, and
besides, he provided it with a new
wooden minbar, a hollow mihrab and a
compartment.

In212 AH. /827 A.D. ‘Abduliah Ibn Taher,
as ruler of Egypt, added a new area to the
mosque at the southwestern side. The
mosque was provided with 13 doors then,

The mosque received much care on the
part of the Fatimids, specially, in 378 AH. |
989 A.D. under the rule of al-'Aziz Bellah
who built a fountain below the dome of
Bayt al-Mal, and in 387 AH./ 998 A.D.in the
time of al-Hakim Bi Amr Allah who built a
riwaq in the courtyard supported on
columns of stone instead of wood and
provided the mosque with a large
minbar.

A minaret was built in the middle of the
gibla wall by al-Mustanser while two
others were built by al-Afdal Shahinshah
in 515 AH. | 1121 A.D.

At the end of the Fatimid period, the
mosque was ruined as a result of al-Fustat
fire that took place in 564 AH. | 1175 AD.
Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi ordered its renewal
in 568 A.H. | 1179 A.D., and moreover, he
rebuilt the gibla and the big mihrab.

Dr Shawqi Nakhiah
Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

After al-Fustat was completely ruined
and before the french entered Egypt,
Murad Bey, one of the rulers of Egypt,
began to rebuild the mosque in 1211 AH. |
1796 A.D. He renewed the ceiling,
covered the floor with mats and provided
the mosque with lamps, the matter that
changed its features. Besides, he
changed the Iwan and the courtyard
replacing the seven rows of columns in
the gibla lwan with six ones and chan-
ging the bays to be perpendicular o the
gibla wall instead of being parallel to it.
Furthermore, he probably built the two
remaining minarets, one above the right
entrance and the other above the right
end of the gibla wall,

In the time of Khedive Tawfiq, some res-
torations were executed in the mosque in
1300 A.H./ 1882 A.D., and seventeen years
later others were achieved by the Admi-
nistration of Wakfs represented in rene-
wing the ceiling of the southern lwan and
part of the northern one, building the
walls and covering the floor with files.

In 1323 AH. | 1906 A.D. the mosgue
received much care on the part of the
Arab Antiquities Preservation Committee
followed by the Antiquities Department,
the gibla lwan was repaired and some
excavations were carried out in the
courtyard uncovering the bases of the old
columns and the foundations of buildings
dating back to different periods.

The Project of the E.A.O. for the
Restoration of the Qibla Iwan in
the Mosque of ‘Amr.

In the light of the bad state of the gibla
lwan due to natural effects and lack of
restoration, a project was determined for
a thorough architectural and fine resto-
ration covering the lwan and its decora-
tive elements including wood, marbel
and stucco.

Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim
Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy

Miss: Inas Jamal

engr. Nabil Abdessamie’
Mr. ‘Abduliah Al-‘Attar
engr. Hassan Abdelnaby
Mr. lbrahim Al-Nawawy
Mr. Mohamed Mohsen

Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr ‘Aliya Sheriff

Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha

Dr Ahmad Kadry
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