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$tatue of Ramessis Il

In Osris shape.

Wadi el-Subu’a Area:

Wadi el-Subu’a archaeo-
logical area lies at a dis-
tance of 140 K.m. to the
south of Asswan. It includes
the temple built by Ramessis
I and named Bar Amon,
that is, the house of the god
Amon dedicated to his ser-
vice in addition to serving
the son god Ra Hor Akhty
and Ramessis I himself.
Wadi el-Subu'a Temple has
been translocated to its new
locality at a distance of
about 4 K.m. to the west of
the original place, after
being broken up and
reconstructed according to
its architectural plan, fol-
lowing the rise of the water

One of the decoration after restoration.

It shows Ramessis Il giving sacrifices.

level at lake Nasser.

Restorations done to the
temple:

The work site has been
furnished, as from the first of
November 1985, with the
necessary equipment, and
the work has actually
begun in December 1985 by
photographing the temple.
All the drawings and ins-
criptions were cleaned,
after the soot had been
removed. Then the coloured
inscriptions inside the
temple were washed with
water mixed with pure white
alcohol. Moisture and salts
in some parts were elimi-
nated by applying com-

presses made up of clean
sands and Nile silt. The
background of the
coloured decorations was
strengthened through the
splits. Then, the splits were
stuffed with mortar of the
same colour. The new and
spoiled restorations were
removed, and external res-
torations were done to the
pylon and statues. The
cement mortar between the
joints was removed, res-
tored, and refilled with
cement and sand mortar.
Such are only a sort of the
difficult scientific processes
of restoration work that were
done to the temple of Wadi
el-Subu'a.
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Synopsis

e )\_"iﬁ]\,nJLC N e 3

Restoration Project of the Nubian Rocky Temples

Historical backgruound:

The pharaonic kings, as
from the age of the Modern
Kingdom, hewed out rocky
temples for their gods in the
region of Nubia, after they
had completely conquered
it up to the fourth cataract.
Amenhotep lll, well-known
for being fond of building
the huge temples, such as
Luxor Temple, hewed out
the first of the rocky temples
at Nubia, viz. the small
temple at Wadi el-Subu’a
consisting of a front pylon,
followed by a court and a
hall, and then the Sanc-
tuary. It was dedicated to
service of one of the local
gods. Amenhotep IlI was
then followed by King Hor-
moheb who hewed out a
small temple at the hill on
the east bank of the Nile. Its
walls were decorated with
oblation scenes. It is one of
the rocky temples which,
during the christian eras,
became churches, and

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr ‘Aliya Sheriff

Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha

Dr Ahmad Kadry

N0 o e

(Wadi el-Subu’a Temple)

some of its walls were
covered with saints’ picto-
rial representations, and the
ceiling was painted with an
illustration representing
Christ. The most important
parts of the temple were
translocated and delivered,
while the remaining parts
were left fo be submerged
by the water of the High
Dam lake, because of the

difficulty to deliver the
whole temple.
The most famous rocky

temples of Nubia are those
dating back to the reign of
king Ramessis Il. (See the last
issue on Abu Simbel tem-
ples). His temples surpassed
the Nubian temples altoge-
ther. Among them are (Beit
Al-Wali) temple, which is ar
small temple built to the
south of Asswan at a dis-
tance of 55 K.m. It was trans-
located directly to the south
of the High Dam, near the
temple of Klabshah. Such

Dr Shawqi Nakhiah

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabil Abdessamie’
Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar
engr. Hassan Abdelnaby
Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy
Mr. Mohamed Mohsen

temple was dedicated to
the devotional service of
Amon Ra and some other
gods. There was also the
temple of (Garf Hussein)
which was partialy deli-
vered. It was dedicated to
the devotional service of
Prah as well as some other
local gods. It is one of the
semi-rocky temples, due to
the fact that its front part
was built out of sandstone
while the other part was
hewed out in the rocks. As to
its architectural formation it
combined that of the
temple of Wadi el-Subu’a
and that of the large temple
of Abu Simbel.

The Egyptian Antiquities
Organization has drawn up
an all-out plan to restore
and develop the archaeo-
logical areas where such
rocky temples are located.
The work group has already
finished doing restorations
to the temples of Abu Simbel
and Wadi el-Subu'a.
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Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy

Miss: Inas Jamal
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