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Synopsis:

When the Revolution of July 23rd, 1952
confiscated the jewelry collection related
to the family of Mohammad Ali, this
jewslry was not considered in light of its
rele in Egypt's natinal heritage. Now,
however, President Hosny Mubarak has
issued the decree 173 of 1986 proclaiming
that these jewels are to be displayed in a
museum located in the palace of Fatma
el-Zahra’ in Alexandrla.

The choice of the palace of Princess
Fatma el-Zahra’ in Alexandria to be a
museum for the jewelry of the Mohammad
All's Family was based on the fact that she
was a member of this family and that her
palace is considered a fine work of archi-
tecture and art as well as being contem-
porary with the pieces exhiblted.

Mohammad Ali's Family

Mohammad Ali came to Egypt in 1800
A.D. He was an officer in the Turkish army
during fighting the French and then he
became o commander of the Albanian
troop after the French had retreated from
Egypt. In July 1805 he was appointed by
the Egyptian leaders as ruler of the
country. Mohammad Ali died on August 2,
1849, and was buried in his mosque In the
Citadel of Salah el-Din.

Ibrahim Pasha was given the rule of
Egypt by his father on April 14, 1848.
Although he ruled for only four months
before dying, he was an unusual ruler. He
wdas trained as a politician as well as a
soldler.

Ibrahim Pasha was succeeded on the
throne of Egypt by Abbas Pasha |
{1849-1854 A.D.). During his rule, he built o
railway between Cairo and Alexandria.
He was followed on the throne by Sa’id
Pasha, son of Mohammad All (1854-1843).
Sa'id Pasha had served as an army officer
along with Abbas Pasha |. He was also the
first Egyptian to serve as admiral of the
Egyptian fleet. During his rule he gave the
architect Ferdinand de-Lesseps permis-
sion to dig the Suez Canal on November
30, 1854 and the digging was begun in
1859.

Then Khedive Isma'il, son of Ibrahim
Pasha, came to the throne of Egypt and
ruled from 1863 to 1879. It was during his
reign that the Suez Canal was opened in
1869. He was responsible for the construc-
tion of several buildings which have since
become historical monuments. He also

built several schools and teaching institu-
tions. Khedlive Isma'il was very generous
to his ¢hildren, particularly in giving
wedding presents. His son Khedive Tawfik,
ruled after him until 1892, During his reign
Egypt had excessive financial problems
which led to the foreign interference in
Egypt's affairs. This helped the sparking of
the 'Orabi Revolution which began in
1881 marking the beginning of the English
occupation.

After Khedive Tawlfik, his son, Khedive
Abbas Hllmy Il took the throne and ruled
from 1822 until 1914. The most important
cultural contribution of his reign was his
interest in the preservation and conserva-
tion of Egypt's ancient monuments. The
First World War started and Turkey aligned
itself with Germany against the Allied
Countries. At this point, England declared
itself guardian over Egypt. Then Sultan
Hussein Kamel, son of Khedive Isma'il, took
the throne in 1914 and ruled until 19417,
when 1936 King Fu'ad | began to rule
Egypt.

For the first time in the history of
Mohammad Ali’s ruling family, Fu'ad took
the title “King’' but he issued the first cons-
titution for the kingdom of Egypt on April @,
1923 and estabished the first parliament,
These changes took place as a result of
the Sa'd Zaghloul Pasha Revolution of
1919. Then Fu’'ad’s son, King Farouk |, took
the throme from 1936 to 1952,

Description of the Palace

This palace covers an area of
approximately 4185 sg.m. and consists of
two wings, one on the east and the other
on the west. The eastern wing is com-
posed of two large rooms and a hallway.
The western wing has two stories. The
bottom floor has four large rooms, a hall
and a bathroom. The second floor has
four large rooms connected with three
bathrooms. The bathroom walls are
covered with ceramic tiles with pictures of
people and plants.

The palace also has a basement with
three rooms, a kitchen and a bathroom
meant for the servants. The palace corri-
dors and rooms are filled with numerous
fine paintings. its walls and ceilings are
decorated with fine paintings including
landscapes and depictions of historical
events. The floors of the palace are of
teak, mahogany and oak framed with
cedar, rose, and Turkish walnut.
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ROYAL JEWELRY MUSEUM

Many steps had to be taken in order to
convert the palace intfo a museum, First of
all, the architecture and art work of the
palace had to be restored. Then display
cases had to be designed which would
not only fit the jewelry but the style of the
palace as well. These cases alse had to
be filled with the most modern security
devices.

A- Architectural Restoration

The palace had to be repainted in its
original colours, inside and outside. Then
the detailed architectural elements on
the outside of the palace had to be res-
tored and conserved. After that the
marble had to be restored and con-
served. The roof had to be made rain-
proof.

B- Fine Restoration

All the elements of the palace needed
careful restoration. This was due to the
fact that it had never before received
regular conservation care. Some of this
work included:

s Strengthening, treating and conserving
all the wood in the walls and floors after it
was examined scientifically to ascertain
that it did not have termites.

* Changing some of the wood, especially
in the floors of the rocoms near the bath-
rooms where humidity had affected the
wood. This was done after the floors had
been taken up and the surfaces below
treated against humidity.

+ Cleaning and treating all the metal sta-
tues in the entrance of the palace and the
garden.

* Treating the colours of the walls and
ceilings to prevent fading.

Contents of the Museum

The palace was divided into ten halls for
the jewels of the family of Mohammad Ali.
Most important of these displays are:

A collection which belonged to
Mohammad Ali, the head of this family.
These pieces include a golden snuff box
plated with glazed enamel and bearing
his name.

Golden watches and glazed enamel
pictures of Khedive Isma'il and Khedive
Tawfik.

Jewels which belonged to King Fu'ad.

A collection of jewelry which belonged
to king Farouk and queen Nazly.
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Editorial:

The presidential decree 173 of 1986 proclaimed
the conversion of the palace of Princess Fatma
el-Zahra' into a jewelry museum for the pieces
belonging to the family of Mohammad Ali. The
Egyptian public and educated people alike have
eagerly awaited such a museum.

Under the extended protection of the law 117 of
1983, these jewels have been considered as part of
the political and national history of Egypt since the
beginning of the last century.

El-Zahra' palace which was chosen to house this
collection is also important because it belonged to
a member of the Mohammad Ali's family. Fatma
el-Zahra' was a princess in this family, and grand-
daughter of Ibrahim Pasha, son of Mohammad Ali.
The palace itself is considered a jewel of architec-
ture and art.

In fact the decree of President Hosny Mubarak
carries a great deal of weight in the Egyptian cul-
ture, as it reflects the importance given fo these
monuments by the governument. This decree
places Egypt's monumenis in the best possible
position to be preserved and protected, and has
made possible the bringing to light of htis jewelry
collection after its three decades in darkness.

In this museum these jewels will be displayed for
the Egyptians and foreign visitors adding a new
artistic attraction among the museums of Egypt.

God grant success.

Dr. Ahmed Kadry
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