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Restorations done to the
Monastery:

An integral scientific plan to restore the
archaeological sights of St Catherine
Monastery was drawn up within the fra-
mework of the Egyptian Antiquities Orga-
nization plan to restore the ancient
monuments of Egypt in all their historical
epochs.

Architectural restorations were done to
the principal church where the thin sheets
of bread tin covering the roofs were dis-
mantled and removed, and the roofs
were re-covered with sheets of lead in
accordance with the technical and
archaeoclogical principles, in order fo
prevent rain water leakage. With regard
to the Fatimid mosque and its minaret, the
old roof made of timber and reed was
removed and re-built according to the
building methods during the Fatimid era.
The old floor was removed, and replaced
by a better floor made of limestone tiles.
The roof of the mosque was insulated, and
a 10 ¢ skirting-board was fixed inside the
wall. The walls were fortified. the wooden
staircase of the minaret was fortified too,
as also a crescent was put on the top.

As to the building of the squeezing press
a concrete ballast was made on the floor,
which was also insulated fo prevent mois-
fure leakage to the walls. The destroyed
parts were re-built with the usable old
stones, or with new stones of the same
guality. An outer wooden door was fitted
according to archaeological scientific
rules. In addition to that, a lot of finely-
worked restorations were done to most of
the elements of the §t Catherine Monas-
tery.

Restorations done to the mosaic
floors on tel Farama, North Sinai

Al Farama is the Arabic name of an
ancient Town situated at a distance of
35km on the northeast of the existing
Alkantara town, and clese to the Mediter-
ranean coast. It was the most important
fort fo defend the Nile Delta from the east.
It has been recorded in History that Al
Farama was the field of some important
military batfles, including that which
occurred between the Muslims' army
under the command of 'Amr ibnul ‘Ass,
and the Roman army in January 640 A.D.
There are the remains of fortifications,

* The third floor in its final form.

temples, citadels, and some other archi-

tectural elements from the Roman era.
Furthermore, it has been found, during
excavations on the north east of the
citadel a swimming pool of the Roman
period. It has had three floors paved with
mosaic work. In the very centre of one
floor, there is engraved a phrase in
ancient Greek which means “"Good Luck
to the Founder of the Swimming Pool”. The
three floors lost sporadically large areas,
which stand in need of restoration. Before
the start of restoration work all the piaces
had been recorded with drawings and
then photographed. Moreover each

piece had been depicted in writing as
seen by the naked eye. Then the process
of cleaning began, after which the
mosaic pieces were removed in a highly
technical method so as to maintian the
significant value of such work. Afterwards,
the three mosaic floors were relocated
from the site of discovery to the section of
doing restoration to the antiquities of
Lower Egypt in Zagoazig, where the work is
to be completed. Thus the three floors
have been restored and polished, and
became ready for display on whatever
site the EAO finds appropriate for the
purpose.
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Synopsis

Restoration Project of St Catherine Monastery,
South Sinai
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The worldwide famous St Catherine
Monastery lies at an altitude of 2242 m at
the foot of Mount Moses, in a distinguished
piace which is sanctified by followers of
the three revealed religions. Moses,
peace be unto Him, received tablets of
the Ten Commandments there. And
around the Burning Bush, at which Moses
saw a fire, St Catherine Monastery was
built. St Catherine lived in Alexandria
during the reign of the Roman Emperor
Maximinus, who severely tormented her,
because she declined to apostatize from
christianity, until she was martyred in 317
A.D. The Monastery is surrounded by a

- great granite wall with towers at the cor-
ners. It looks like the fortresses of the
Middle Ages. The main entrance is on the
west side, but it has been closed and it is
now unused. The present entrance is on its
left. Difference in the shapes of building is
an evidence that they were raised in dif-
ferent pericds. Empress Helena, mother of
Enperor Constantine, ordered a Monas-
tery to be built including a church named
after Virgin Mary at the Holy Bush, and
then in the 6th century Emperor Justinian
ordered that a church be built on the
same holy site. It was named Transfigura-
tion church. But ascription of the Monas-
tery and the church to St Catherine hap-
pened in the next periods. Of the original
buildings, there remain only paris of the
wall and a part of the church, which the
rest of the buildings we see at present
belongs to later perios. The principal
buildings of the Monastery are the great
church, church of the Burning Bush, a
Fatimid mosque, and a library in addition
to the monastic cells, an oil press, two
flour mills, granaries, and provisions
stores, kitchens, and a number of wells.
There is a large garden outside the walls :
of the buildings. » A general view of the east resthouse outside the Monastery

during restoration.
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