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The north aspect of the north forification showing the main gate befor restoration.

due to the fact that both the
citadels were built on two eleva-
tions: the north is larger, more
detailed, and still retains a lot of
its architectural elements. In the
central plain between them there
were built the storehouse, the
rooms, and the mosque. Both of
the citadels and the central plain
were surrounded by an outer wall
parallel to the Gulf coast, on its
east and west side, with six fowers
which give directly on the waters
of the Gulf.

The walls of the north fortifica-
tions, in which towers were inter-
posed, become higher at the
upper ends of the north eleva-
tion. Looking to its horizontal sec-
tion, we find that there is an east
and west wall meeting together
at the main entrance facing the
north. Such walls were interposed
by square 2-or 3-storey towers,
which are crenellated on three
sides so as to control all direc-
tions. It was noticed that the east
wall is completely forn down,

except for a tower to which is
annexed a dovecote for homing
pigeons. The north fortifications
are considered a complete
defensive unit with unbroken
walls, although they are built on
two levels, with a view to the ter-
rain of the hill. There is a second
entrance on the southerly side.
The north fortifications include
several buildings for different
uses, including rooms for over-
night stay, and others for storing,
as well as the Kitchen and the
oven. As to the water reservoir, it is
dug into the rocks close to the
north entrance. Near the second
entrance there is a large water
container. The bathroom lies
close to the water container and
it consists in three rooms; two of
them for hot bathing and the third
room for undressing. In the cen-
tral area between the north and
the south fortifications, there lies a
mosque.

Restorations and Development:

According to the scientific

study conducted by the Sector of
Muslim and Coptic Antiquities, it
was necessary to carry out exca-
vations and cleaning of the
various parts in order to facilitate
doing restorations, which con-
centrated on the north fortifica-
tions, the mosque, and some
parts of the buildings in the cen-
tral plain. A plan was made to
remove the rubble that covered
the Citadel floor, as well as the
rocky blocks that fell from the
walls. Accordingly, a lot of the
architectural elements have
been discovered, in addition fo
the planning of some parts which
were unknown before. There was
explored the course followed by
the soldiers inside the Citadel, as
also their lodgings, kitchens,
ovens, and means of fresh water

supply.

Due to the importance of such
ancient Islamic monument, an
immediate and comprehensive
plan has been formed to pre-
serve and develop it.

v VE



e\ ) o) L

Synopsis SALAHUDDIN CITADEL OF PHARAOH’S ISLAND

Salahuddin Citadel was built
on Pharaoh'’s island in '‘Agaba
Gulf so as to be a strong outpost
to protect land and sea routes
between Egypt, Syria, and Hejaz,
as well as an advanced naval
base to safeguard both ‘Agaba
Gulf and the Red Sea against the
Crusaders. Salahuddin the Ayu-
bite began to duild the citadel
after he had defeated and
repelled the Crusaders in 1170
A.D. The Citadel has continued,
throughout the age, to play an
important part in the conflict
between Muslims and Crusaders,

as the most significant advanced
warning position, and one of the General view of the north fortification showing the facade of the bathroom, and the

few fortresses that joined a direct nourishment rooms in tthe central part, as well as the fowers after resloration.

war against Crusaders. It has
played, too, a vital role in pro-
tecting 'Agaba Gulf, the Red Seaq,
and Hejaz area from falling
under the domination of the Cru-
saders. The Citadel continued to
play its role during both Mame-
luke and Turkish reigns in defense
of the east Egyptian borders, and
particularly the Egyptian pil-
grims’ route. During the Turkish
reign, it was used as residense for
the Egyptian garrison.

The Citadel Planning:

It consists in north and south
fortifications, each of which con-
sists in a separate citadel that
can play its role independently if

one of them had been belea- The east side of the island, appear to the right the towers of the north forification, and in
guered. The terrain of the island the middel the buildngs that have come up dring excavations, then *he south forifica-
has been ideally made use of, tion.
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