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* @ueen Nofertiti Kissing her daughter Merit-Aten (from Tell el-Amarna)

columns, and then two square
corridors in the middle of which
there was a podium for oblations.

* The Large temple of Akhe-
naten:

Akhenaten built in Tell el
Amarna two temples, one of them
is the main large temple in the
middle of the city. It is a colossal
building from which nothing
remained except a few vestiges.
But we can identify its architec-
tural elements through the rem-
nats of its ruins and foundations,
as also through the inscriptions
illustrating it on the walls of some
tombs in Tell el-Amarna, from
which it seems that the temple
was a new type different from the
temples of other gods. It was built
in small stone blocks on an 800 x
300 m areaq, surrounded by a
huge wall. In the middle of the
west wall, there was a gate in the
form of two big pylons. It is worth
mentioning that the temples of
Aten were marked by being roo-
fless, in order to let in the rays of

the sun as the incarnation of
Aten.

* Stelae:

There were fourteen stelae,
eleven of which were cut in Tell el
Amarna on the east side, and the
others on the west side. They were
erected in order to demarcate
the city of Tell el Amarma. They
carried inscriptions illustrating
both Akhenaten and Nofertiti with
their children while serving the
god Aten.

* The Rock Tombs
el-Amarna:

in Tell

They fall in two groups. The
north group consists of six fombs
including that of the so-called
Huya, a high-ranking officer in the
royal palace; that of the
so-called Meryre I, the royal
scribe; that of the so-called
Ahmos, the superintendent of the
royal palace of Akhenaten; that
of Meryre |, the high priest in the
temple of Aten; that of the

so-called Pentu, a royal scribe
and head of employees, and that
of the so-called Panehsy. The
south group comprises 13 fombs
including that of the so-called
Paren nfer, the royal artisan, that
of the so-called Tutu, master of
ceremonies in the royal court,
and that of the so-called Mahu,
commander of the police, in
addition to the tombs of some
other important people including
the so-called Iby, Ra Musa,
Nekhtpa Aten, Nefrkhbruhr, May,
Suty, Any, Pa Aten m Hap, and Ay.

* Architectural Restorations and
Development of the Tombs:

In view of the historical signifi-
cance of Tell el Amarna areq, Dr
Ahmad Kadry, EAO chief, has
enjoined the necessity of looking
after the area, and supplying it
with the necessary tourist facili-
ties, so as to facilitate making
visits to it, after being finely and
architecturally restored, and
paving the roads leading to its
archaeological sights.
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Synopsis

Tell el Amarna:

The city of Tell el Amarna lay at
a distance of 11 Kilometres to the
south of the existing town of Mel-
lawi on the east side of the Nile. It
was called Akhetaten (The
Horizon of Aten) at the time when
it was established by Akhenaten
as the capital of his reign. There
seems no doubt that Akhenaten
founded his capital where there
had never before been a city, on
new ground, as he claimed on
fourteen boundary stelae which
were cut in the desert cliffs on
both sides of the river. The city
embraced Akhenaten’s royal
palaces, temples of Aten, houses . _
of his viziers, as well as several g '8 ‘ : 1 1
tombs cut in the cliffs. * The names of Akhenaten completely destroyed during the fight against his religious

ition.
* The North Palace: revolution

It was built on the north outskirts
of the city. Its ruins and founda-
tions still exist. The plan of the
palace contained the large
outer court in which the main
gate of the palace lay, the altar
court, quarters of the cattle, the
great columned hall, and the
throne room. The palace has
been in large part excavated,
and was surrounded by a double
wall. Its north entrance led to a
spacious court surrounded by
colossal statues for both Akhe-
naten and Nofertiti. On the south
of the court there was an ascen-
dant ramp leading to a large
hall, the ceiling of which was
propped by forty eight columns
standing in 4 lines, and flanked
by two long corridors. In each
corridor there were twenty four

* Detail of one of the drawings in Akhenaten Tomb after restoration.
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