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Al-Sebo’a Tower.

excavations resulted in discovery
of the main Ilwan of the palace,
then the westerly large lwan, then
the durquqg'ah in the middle of
which there is an octagonal
fountain, and then the easterly
lwan.

All the walls of the palace from
the inside were covered with
varieties of decorations which
confirm the artistic richness of the
palace. That is why a detailed
and comprehensive plan was
laid down for doing complete
and fine architectural restora-
tions to the palace.

2. After the Egytpian Antiquites
Organization had finished up
devloping the Egyptian Museum,
Islamic Art Museum, and Sala-
huddin Citadel in Cairo within
the framework of its paln for
museums development and
antiquities restoration, such
phase fell to the share of both the
Coptic museum, and the suspen-
sion church in Old Cairo.

While work was going on in the
architectural restorations done to
a little church located in the
vicinity of the suspension church

there has been discovered under
the mortar layers some remnants
of fresco wall paintings unknown
before. A plan was immediately
put to treat, restore, remove, fix,
and re-fit such paintings in their
place, after having restorations
done to the walls of such church.

Historical background:

The Virgin Mary Church, known
as the suspension church, is one
of the most important and most
ancient Coptic and archaeolo-
gical churches in Egypt, dating
back to period between the fifth
and the eigth centuries after
Christ. It was given such name for
it was built on one of the two
remaining towers of the monu-
ments of Babilyon fortress. The
church is considered one of the
most ancient churches in the
world where Christian rituals and
rites were performed. It is
believed that the church of Saint
Mark, which is close to it and on
the walls of which fresco pain-
tings have been discovered, is
more ancient than the suspen-
sion church as it dates back to
seventeen centuries ago.

Nature of the paintings disco-
vered:

There were discoverd three
fresco pdaintings. The first of them
is 2.05X1.65m and represents pic-
torially Christ's moment of nati-
vity, the Virgin Mary, Salome the
cousin of Christ, Youssof
Annaggar, a group of angels in
the heavens, and two pastors. In
the altar close to the place of
such painting, two other pain-
tings have been found represen-
ting a number of saints. It must be
said that such way of painting is
considered the first of its kind
used in decorating the churches
before iconographic paintings
were used.

Colours:

The paintings were coloured in
the fresco method which main-
tained their safety, continuity,
splendour, and permanence up
to now, by using blue, orange,
red, yellow, green, white, and
black colours, and inscripions
were written in black and white
colours. All such colours have got
their particular sense within such
formation.
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Synopsis

This issue deals with two topics:
The first is a restoration project for
fresco paintings in the Church of
Saint Mark, and the second is the
restorations done to ALABLAQ
palace in Salahuddin Citadel,
Cairo.

1. Al-Ablaq palace, which was
built by Al-Nassir Muhammad Ibn
Qalawoun, represents the prin-
cipal seat of government in Egypt
for long periods during the reign
of the Mamelukes. Close to
Al-Abalaq palace, Al-Nassir
Muhammad built some other
palaces and restored the Iwan
(House of Justice) where he used
fo sit on grievances, on Mondays
and Thursdays. However
Muhammad Ali demolished the
upper parts of such buildings
and filled them up with earth to
the present level at which he set
up some of his new buildings. The
EAO has undertaken on 21.7.1985
some earth probes that soon
grew into full excavations after
vestiges of huge walls had come
into view. Excavations covered
an area of 45m x 30m, where a
staircase was found, on the sou-
thern part, leading downstairs. A
roofless corridor has also been
discovered. Continuance of
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