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The main elevation of the Nubia Museum Showing the entrance.
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East bank of the river at Aswan showing the place of the Nubia Museum.
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Model of the Nubia Museum from east

exhibition units, allowing visitors to reach
any particular exhibit without having to
raverse the others. There will be a tempo-
rary exhibition area of 350 m2.

The Nubian village and cther outdoor
exhibits will occupy 39,890 m? of the site
and will alse include parking and lands-
caping Access routes will cover the rest of
the areq.

Visitor services (lecture-hall, educa-
tional services, cafeteria) have been
allocated 2,370 m?2 including 132 m? for
the documentation centre. Operational
services, (collections services, curaterigl
research, reserves, and conservation and
photographic laborafories) will occupy
1520 m*“. Administration and general ser-
vices (including security staff services,
maintenance, crating area and exhibi-
tion workshops, and mechanical and
eleclrical equipment) will require 330 m2

The exhibition design includes the fol-
lowing topics: The Ethnographic section,
Landscape plan-sketch design, Thematic
program of the exhibition, Architectural &
Exhibition program, Islamic period, Chris-
tian Nubia, The Pyramid Age, The Last
Pagans, The Merotic Occupation of lower
Nubia, The Ethiopian 25th Dynasty, The
New Kingdom, The Nubian Kingdom. The
Middle Kingdom, Early Nubian Phase and
Prehistory. Description cards related to

asd 2 agal) e 4331 Cime

the above mentioned subjects were pre-
pared. The duration from the tendering
date in June 1985 until the completion of
lask by the end of January 1897 (i.e. nine-
teen and a half months) will provide
necessary time for work execution, in the
meantime the Arab Bureau has pointed
out a socialist consultant in soil mecha-
nics, to carry out the necessary studies for
the granitercck soil. The approximate
eslimated costs are $19,332.792,

The Nubian House:

Architectural study research has been
carried out by EAO for building a Nubian
house, and through the architectural
department of the EAQ. The design
chosen was a Kenzy type, according to
the documents and pictures of the
documentation centre in Zamalek. The
cost estimation of the Nubian house is
about L.E30,000 in a duration of three
months. EAO started to execute the
Nubian house in December 1985,

Research and Documentation
policy:

The Museum will be primarily public-
oriented, but research will be carried out
at the curatorial level. This Museum will
serve visitors of all nationalities, ages, and
levels of education. Its interpretative pro-
grams will include guided tours, lectures

and audio-visual presentations, and pre-
formances by Nubian cultural groups
Publications resulting from research car-

~ ried out through the documentation

centre will serve as the basis for develo-
ping odditional public programming.
Tourist guide-books will be available in all
major languages. Students and teachers
from the Aswan area will visit the museum
to supplement their history and culture
courses.

At the professional level, the Nubian
Museum will play a central museological
role in the Aswan region.

The museum shall include also
the following exhibits:

(1) Models showing men and women
constructing a Kenuz or Fadija house with
photographs of women panting houses.

(2) A typical house plan from both Kenuz
and Fadija groups will illustrate the difte-
rences and similarities. Dioramas would
be effective showing the furnishing of
rcom interiors with men resting on the
angarebs and the women cooking over
the traditional hearths carrying zirs of
water, cleaning millet, etc and scenes of
Kenuz merchants be included in the
panoramas or dioramas.

(3) A display of Nubian costumes from
both regions could constitute a single
exhibit or could be part of other exhibits
which could include mannequins.

(4) Photos of Nubians cultivating and
perhaps some scale models of different
agricultural setting.

(8) A reconstruction of the Post Boat
“ibbosta" which used to stop al each of
the 46 districts of Nubia on its way to Wadi
Halfa and on its way back to the Aswan
port of Shillal. It was the main link between
most of the districts and the outside world.

(6) Photos and tableaux of ceremonies
and religious lile,

(7) A chronologically organized chart
should bridge the Christian to Islamic era
with such events as are well-established
historically.

[8) An exhibit of the many items made
from palm products plus photos of these
products being crafted and used, will
illustrate the importance of the palm.

(9) A large. moving model of a water-
wheel, complete with cows and a driver,
would be interesting. It should have the
typical squeak recorded.
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Nubian Museum will assemble and dis-
play material belonging to the culture
and the development of the area. The
more than 2,000 objects to be exhibited
have been chosen from other museums in
Egypt and from other sites in Aswan.

Six general exhibition categories have
been identified:

(1) Nubian Environment and its Origin (60
m2], to describe the environmental con-
ditions in the region in the years before it
was covered by the lake Nasser.

(2) Main Chronological sequence (1890
m2] to present the material evidence of
the development of the civilization in
Nubia.

(3) Ethnology (180 m2J to describe the
social structure and character of the
population of Nubia in modern times,

(4) Subject Themes (270 m2] to expose
particular themes in a monographic form
in order to provide the visitors with a
better understanding of the Nubian histo-
rical process.

(8) Nubian Highlights (600 m?) to display
outstanding works of art outside thematic
sequences, emphaszing their gesthetic
value....

Architectural and Exhibit

Design

The site chosen for the Nubian Museum
is situated in the southern part of Aswan
on arocky slope east of the Kalabsha and
Cataract Hotels. The site extends south-
west from the airpori road. It is particularly
well-situated with regard to both public
gardens and international hotels.

The architect chosen for the Nubian
Museum by the Egyptian authorities was
the late Prof. Mahmoud El Hakim, The pro-
ject prepared by him was approved by
UNESCO's Executive Committe for the
Campaign.

Certain modifications have been care-
fully developed in accordance with
exhibition program of the museum. Parti-
.cular attention has been paid to the
integration of the building into the sloping
rocky site.

Mexican architect Pedro Ramirez Vaz-
ques, has been entrusted with the design
of the exhibitions. Mr. Ramirez Vazques,
well-known in the architectural and
museum fields, particularly for his work for
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the National Museum of Anthropolgy in
Mexico City, is sure to be a most valuable
contributer to the project.

The Arab Bureau for design and tech-
nical consultations, a large Egyptian firm,
has been contracted by the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization to coordinate
and supervise implementation of the pro-
ject, including the elaboration of the
architectural working drawing, prepara-
tion of tender documents, and supervision

of construction.

NUBIA MUSEUM IN ASWAN
BASIC SCHEME FOR THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE EXHIBITION

The total creo of the site is approxima-
tely 50, GE}D m2. The building will occupy
6,655 m2 of the site.

The permanent exhibits (5,564 m2) will
be organized around a core space. The
centfral area of this core (600 m<) will con-
tain a display of outstanding pieces of
different epochs. The core also contain
some of the "subject themes'. The space
surrounding the core will serve as the
main public circulation route connecting
the environmental, chronological, ethno-
logical, and remaining "subject theme”
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Main Facade of the Nubia Museum.

effort was begun in 1964, and represented
a great battle and thrilling fight against
fime and in the 1960s many Nubian tem-
ples were removed to new locations in an
act ot international coopergtion unpre-
cedented in the history of archaealogy.

The project of the “Nubia
Museum

The Nubia Museum, to be established in
Aswan, is conceived as a public-oriented
inshitution devoted to the presentation of
the rich Nubian cultural heritage. It will
deal with the region of Nubia defined in
geographic. ethnic, linguistic, and cul-
tural terms, and will cover the history and
geology of Nubia from the first traces of
human presence In the region to the
construction of the High Dam. It will also,
through its documentation centre, sup-
port researching on Nubian cultrue,
Additionally. it will serve as the leading
museclogical centre of the Aswan region

Background and Objectives

The International Campaign to save the
monuments of Nubia, particularly the
removal from their original sites and
reconstruction of the temples of Abu
Simbel and Philae, focussed the attention

‘v of the world on Nubia and its cullure

during the 1960s and 1970s.
Objectives of the Nubian Museum are:

(1) to present the Nubian culture heritage,
primarily through archaeclogical collec-
hrons, including ethnolegical material.
(2) to reflect the specificity of the Nubian
population througheut history in anthro-
pological, socio-economic, cultural, and
artistic terms, using an interdisciplinary
approach.

(3) to interpret Nubian culture for students
and wisitors to Egypt, and to educate
future generations of Nubians about their
history,

(4) to relate Nubian history and culture to
the history and culture of Egypt.

[5) e play a central role in museology in
the Aswan region.

(6) to serve as a documentation and
research centre on Nubian culture for
scholars from all countries.

Role of the UNESCO

Since UNESCO provided substantial
support to the International Campaign to
save the monuments of Nubia, it was
logical thatl the organization conclude
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these efforts by supporting the develop-
ment of the Nubian Museum in Aswan.

Consequently, the General Conference
of UNESCO, in its 21st Session in Belgrade
in September-October 1980, resolved fo
request technical and financial support
from member states, interested institu-
tions, and public and private foundations
for the establishment of the Nubian
Museum in Aswan (and the National
Museum of Egyptian Civilization in Cairo),
as well as staff training facilities. In March
1982, UNESCO launched an international
appeal for funds, Working parties of
Egyptian and UNESCO experts prepared
the specifications for the architectural
and exhibition designs of the Nubian
Museum,

Exhibition concept and policy

The Nubian Museum will display prima-
rily archeological collections, objects as
well as documents, up to Islamic period,
and also ethnological material. The dis-
play will take into account the particular
features-geographic, sociological, cul-
trual, etc.... of the region.

Intended to become the central
museological institution of the region, the

S
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THE NUBIA MUSEUM

Mr. Ibrahim al-Nawawi-Eng. Joseph Zaki-Dr. Wafa al-Ssediq

. General view of the museum. The stepped terraces and curved plan insure integration between the building and the euvironment

(nature of the site).

Nubia, the area south of the 1st cata-
ract, was from the earliest times regarded
as belonging to Egypt by right. Apart from
forming a buffer zone at the southern
frontier, it was a region through which
exotic African goods reached Egypt, and
an important source of gold minerals and
wood, but also of valued recruits for the
Egyptian army and police force.

The crude OIld Kingdom methods of
exploitation consisted of raids aiming at
bringing back captives and cattle. In the
Middle Kingdom the area under direct
military control, exercised through a
series of strategically placed fortresses,
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extended fo the 2nd cataract. During the
New Kingdom the Egyptian went beyond
the 4th cataract; in Lower Nubia many
rock-cut temples were built, dating chiefly
back to the reign of Ramesses Il. In the
Late period Nubia produced a royal
dynasty, the 25th of Egypt, but after an
unsuccessful encounter with the Assyrians
its Nabatean rulers withdrew to the 4th
cataract, ceased to take an active inte-
rest in Egyptian affairs and developed
their own, Meroitic culture. A number of
temples were built in the northern part of
Lower Nubia during the condominium of
the two cultures in the Ptolemaic and

Early Roman Periods. When plans were
drawn up to build the High Dam across
the Nile at Aswan, it became apparent
that a very large part of the archaeolo-
gical inheritance of ancient Egypt in
Nubia was threatend with destruction. The
sites of towns, settlements and cemeteries
were in geartest danger, particularly as
most of them were unexcavated and
many had never been satisfactorily iden-
tified. All the Nubian monuments located
between Aswan and 300 kilometers to the
south, needed to be protected, or moved
to another secure place, beyond the
reach of the rising waters. This relocation
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A wooden box inlaid with ivory from the fifth or the sixth entury A.D. SNl all g O e el gabe i e B gaie
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