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Synopsis:

This issue deals with only one
subject, viz. Temples of Karnak,
which are considered among the
greatest buildings constructed
by man all over the world. They
include a lot of temples, chapels
and huge pylons that were
erected by the kings of Egypt
from the Middle Kingdom, when
Amon became the state god as
Amon-Raq, for about two thousand
years until 30 B.C.

The main element of Karnak
temples is the Great Temple of
“Amon’ which is erected on a
more-than-sixty-feddan area. The
temple ‘includes some other
smaller temples for worshipping
Khonsu (god of the moon) and
Montu (god of wars), and it is sur-
rounded by a 20 m — thick wall.

The temples of Karnak, at first
sight, seem very complex, while
in fact they are not different from
Egyptian traditional temples.
Their construction had just begun
with a simple temple during the
Middle Kingdom, and then the
pharaohs of Egypt, especially
those of the New Kingdom, com:-
peted to add more buildings as
an approach to “Amon-Ra”.

The site of Karnak temples may
be parcelled out, on the basis of
the surrounding walls, into three
groups. The largest and most
important of them is that of
“Amon-Ra"”; then the northern
group belonging to Montu, the
local god of Thebes, and then the
group of Mut, wife of “Amon”,
located on the southern areaq,
and linked with the group of

Dr Ahmad Kadry

“Amon-Ra’ through an avenue of
rams. The group of “Amon-Ra” is
the main group which is built on
two axes: east/west and north |
south. Its most ancient part is the
open area behind the chapels of
Philip Arrhidaeus (brother of
Alexander the Great) and Hats-
hepsut, and between the festival
hall built by Tuthmosis IIl. Kings of
the third Dynasty have competed
to surround the nucleus built by
their forefathers with a lot of buil-
dings. They erected, two obelisks,
a hypostyle hall, and two pylons.
Then came Hatshepsut to add her
two well-known obelisks inside
the hypostyle hall, and some
chapels for “Amon”. Then came
Tuthmosis T to build the well-
known festival hall in the easterly
part of the temple. He also built
two obelisks before the fourth

.pylon. Among the other achie-

vements belonging to Tuthmosis
I is the Sacred Lake. Amenhotep
IV (Akhenaten) had previously
built a temple for the cult of Aten,
but it soon was demolished after
the failure of his revolution, and
its blocks were used in filling the
walls of both pylon IX and pylon X
of the main temple. The great
temple of “Amon" may be said to
include ten pylons, built in
several periods of history, and
enclosing some courts and halls
all of which lead to the sanc-
tuary. The most ancient of these
pylons are pylons IV and V cons-
tructed by Tuthmosis I and the
newest of them is pylon T which
now forms the main gateway of
the group.

Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq

Dr Shawgql Nakhlah
engr. Jozet Zakl

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamie*
Mr ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar

U N 0LC  ——————— e ——— |

Works of restorations and deve-
lopment:

In view of the great number of
temples and chapels built on the
Karnak grounds, some of which
were demolished by kings of the
New Kingdom who constructed in
their place other buildings of
their own, and considering the
numerous additions that took
place in the course of twenty
centuries, the restoration process
of Karnak temples is considered
a complicated process handled
in cooperation with the Egyptian
and French Centre at Karnak.
There is a complete working team
of EAO archaeologists, architects,
and restorers, who, in collabora-
tion with some French scientists,
are doing the registration work of
all elements of temples and
chapels, as well as their scientific
documentation, so as to lay out
programmes for their restoration
and preservation. A lot of such
work has, so far, been accom-
plished, on top of which is the
Karnak museum which was given
priority on the strength of a direc-
tion from Dr Ahmad Kadry, EAO
chief. Pylon IX has been comple-
tely restored in addition to the
court of the Middle Kingdom,
between pylon IV and the festival
hall of Tuthmosis TI. It was also
necessary that the restoration
and development works include
cleaning and dredging the
Sacred Lake, as well as draining
the brackish water and fungi
which were the cause of bad
smells in the area.

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘Imary

Dr ‘Allya Sherift

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy
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