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Synopsis:

This issue deals with only one subject,
viz. restoration and development project
of the Islamic city of Rasheed (Rosetta).

Histerical background:

It is learnt that Rasheed joined the
Muslim community at the hands of ‘Amr
ibn Al 'Ass after Alexandria had been
conguered in the year AH. 24, It was the
then-coptic ruler of the city who con-
cluded peace with 'Amr ibn Al ‘Ass and
paid the tribute to Muslims. Then the
churches remained just as they were for
those who continued to be Copts. Com-
panions of the Messenger of Allah (peace
be unto him) deemed it pleasant to live in
Rasheed, So they settled it where they
built houses and constructed mosques.
The pick of those venerable companions
(may Allah be pleased with them) were
buried in Rasheed.

Ancilent houses in Rasheed

Rasheed contains a large group of
Islamic buildings; the largest group after
that of Cairo city. There are twenty two
ancient houses, mosques, a public
bathing house, a mill, a gate, a citadel,
and the remains of an ancient wall, Those
buildings date back toe the OChHoman
period , except Qayetbay citadel, the
remains of the wall, and the gate which
date back to the Mamelukes.

Of the most significant monuments of
Rasheed there are: House of ‘Uthman
Agha Al Amseely - Mill of Abu Shaheen

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadldy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-*imary

Dr ‘Aliya Sherlff

Mr. Atef Ghorem.

Dr Ahmad Kadry

‘io Y e

-House of Hasseebaj Ghazal - House of
Almayzouni - House of Thabit - House of
‘Assfour- House of Al Qanadeely - House of
‘Arab kully.

The most important mosques in the city
are: 'Aly Almahally mosque and Al
‘Abbasy mosque. And then we have the
public bathing house of ‘Azzouz and
Qayetbay citadel.

Restorations under way in Rasheed: In
the framework of the plan adopted by
Egyptian Antiquities Organization (EAO) to
restore and preserve both Muslim and
Coptic monuments all over Egypt, a plan
has been drawn up for doing full archi-
tectural, finely-made, and technical res-
torations to the ancient monuments of
Rasheed.

Architectural restoration included the
main following jobs: treatment of all
cracks and completion of all buildings
according to the archaeological and
technical standards — mortaring the
interiors of all houses in the same way as
mentioned before — making stone floo-
ring on concrete pads in some houses —
covering the rooftops with a cement |ayer
— mounting new stairs instead of the
faulty ones — completion of the iron
incomplete windows of the houses.

Moreover, all the sanitary and electrical
works were completely done to all the
monuments.

Dr Wafa’ Assiddleq
Dr Shawgl Nakhiah
engr. Jozef Zaki

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamie*
Mr ‘Abduliah Al-‘Attar

Restoration, preservation, and treat-
ment works:

1- Timber: Due fo the surrounding condi-
tions of high humidity, mycoses, and
woodworms most of the timber elements
have putrified. So, dll the timber elements
were technically freated, so as to give
them their original shape, in addition to
giving the coleured timber elements their
criginal celours.

2- lvory elements were cleaned with g
mixture of alecohel and water, and then
were dried up, and insulated with a spe-
cific material, so as to solidify some of the
weok parts affected by the fungi and
insects.

3- Marble elements: Full technical resto-
rations were done to marble constructions
including a lot of Turkish and Arabic ins-
criptions in many ancient houses of the
city.

4- Metal ¢lements: all the metal elements
(iron and copper) were finely mended,
completed, and finely restored.

5 All the stone, faience, ceramic works
were cleaned, chemically treated,
washed and then were repasted to the
walls.

Due to its grear importance as a histo-
rical monument, Qayetbay citadel was
given a special and full amount of care
and attention as regards all the parts in
need of restoration and preservation.
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