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tomb, the iwans, the minaret
the entrance of the mosque,
the patio, and the rooflight,
in addition to cleaning all
the coloured ornaments
and inscriptions.

* Al-Mahmoudiah Mosque:

It was established by
Mohmoud pacha, ruler of
Egypt on the part of the
Ottoman State, during the
reign of Sultan Soliman ibn
Sultan Seleem.

Construction of the
mosque was accomplished
in 1567 A.D. . It has four stone
built fa¢ades, with the
dome overtopping the east
facade. The main entrance
door of the mosque lies on
the southern elevation. The
building is full of Islamic
finely-made ornaments and
decorations. The interior of
the mosque takes the shape
of a large square hall, the
“side of which is 19.75m. In its
middle there are four
arched columns of red
granite, carrying four large
arches which surround a
skylight. In the east wall
there is a simple prayer
niche with no ornaments, as
well as a wooden mimbar
close to the niche.
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Gawhar Allala Mosque and School

* Imam Allayth ibn Sa‘d ’s
Mosque and Tomb:

Al Imam Allayth (94 - 175
A.H.) was one of the famous
Egyptian jurisprudents and
theologians. His domed-
tomb is located in Cdairo’s
lesser cemetery. The tomb is
square in shape, and the
dome stands in its middle
supported by marble
columns on which there are
Quranic inscriptions. Under
the dome there is a marble
structure inscribed with the

Quranic verse “Al Kursy”.
Around the structure there is
a wooden stall inlaind with
ivory and pearl oysters. On
the western side of the exis-
ting mosque there is a
detached minaret.

Due to the high degree of
humidity which led to the
mouldering away of the
walls and wooden elements
of the monument, it has
become in a very bad state,
that necessitated doing
comprehensive restorations
to both mosque and tomb.
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Synopsis:

This issue comprises four
main Islamic archaeolo-
gical monuments, namely;

Al-Rifa‘ey Great Mosque,
Gawhar Allala’'s Mosque
and School, and

Al-Mahmoudiah Mosque,
and Imam Allayth ibn Sa'd’s
Mosque and Tomb.

* Al-Rifa‘ey Great Mosque:

The mosque is ascribed to
Sheikh Aly bin Shbak who is
buried therein, and des-
cends from Al-Rifa‘'ey, one of
the great muslim celebrities
of faith. lts construction took
approximately twenty five
years, and it was inaugu-
rated in the year 1912.

It is considered one of the
more widely known mos-
ques built in the twentieth
century, due to its fine
ornaments and excellent
workmanship. The interior of
the mosque covers a land
surface of 6500 m2, inclu-
ding an area of 1767 m?2
dedicated for prayers. As
for the burial ground and its
annexes they occupy the

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘iImary

Dr *Allya Sheriff

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Ahmad Kadry
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rest of the land surface.
Entrances of the mosque
are tremendously high, and
surrounded on both sides
with marble - clad columns.
On the west facade there is
the royal entrance which is
finely ornamented with
various kinds of marble,
muqarnasat, and colourful
inscriptions of Glorious
Quranic verses. The tomb of
King Fouad lies at the right
side of the entrance, and
the tomb of his mother is
close to his. Both tombs are
ornamented in the manner
of Islamic architecture.
Due to the above-
mentioned significance of
the monument it has been
taken care of, and it was,
accordingly, restored in all
aspects of restorations, so
that the mosque might
regain its meritorious shape.

* Gawhar Allala Mosque
and School:

It is"a whole building on
top of a hill in the vicinity of
Salahuddin Citadel, cons-

Dr Wafa' Assiddleq
Dr Shawgql Nakhiah
engr. Jozef Zakl

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabll Abdessamle*
Mr 'Abdullah Al-‘Attar

tructed by an Abyssinian
named Gawhar Allala who
was a manservant in the
service of Al-Ashraf Barsbay,
until he became an influen-
tial man. It was built in the
year AH. 831, in order to
fulfil the function of both a
mosque and a school, in
addition to its being a
“Khangah’, ‘namely, a
house for acts of devotion as
well as leading a Sufi way of
life.

It is composed of a Sahn,
(patio) with four iwans (par-
lours), the largest of which is
the iwan of Qiblah. There is
a Sabil (Public drinking
fountain) overtopped by a
kuttab (Quran memorisation
school) in the north east
corner of the patio. It
includes, too, a domed
tomb for Gawhar Allala,
and hermitages, in addition
to storerooms. In view of
the deteriorated state it had
got to, there has been a dire
need for complete restora-
tions to be done to the
monument, especially, the
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