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Synopsis:

This issue deals with three of the
main temples of the Ptolemaic-
Roman Period in Upper Egypt:
Temple of kom ombo, Temple of
Edfu, and Temple of Esna.

* Kom ombo and its temple:

Kem ombo lies at a distance of
about 850 km to the south of
Cairo, and 50 km to the north of
Asswan city. It is distinguished by
its temple, built at a distance of 2
km southwestward. Kom ombo
did not become an important
city until the Ptolemaic period.
The world-wide renown of the city
is due to the fact that it is the seat
of the double temple of both the
gods Horus and Sobk.

Construction of the temple took about
four hundred years, during the Pltolemaic
period, and its architectural elements
were completed in the Greco-Roman
period. Such a long stretch of time cons-
truct of the temple had had stopped
several times as a result of the revolutions
that broke out in Upper Egypt against
such occupying and ruling foreigner.

The Pharaohs of the New kingdom had
built a temple for the god Sobk on its pre-
sent site, where we know that Amenhoteb |
and Tohatmus Il had made restorations to
the temple. It is known, too, that Ramessis
Il had added annexes to the temple, But
the place began to be booming during
the Ptolemaic period, in the reign of Pto-
lemus VI, while the decorations of the
temple were completed during the
Roman. period. We see in the temple, too,
the same qualities of other Egyptian Pto-
lemaic termple as to design, architecture,
and ornamentations, but this temple had
had a special characteristic as a result of
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local worship in this areq, since people
fhere worshipped two local gods Sobk
and Horus. Consequently, the temple was
divided info two sections, each oi which
was dedicated to worship of one god.

* Temple of Edfu:

Edfu city lies half-way between Luxur
and Asswan. Its main temple was dedi-
cated to worship of the god Horus. It was
constructed, during the Ptolemaic period,
by different kings in the course fo ninety
years. This temple is considered the most
completely preserved of the Ptolemaic
temples, nay all the temples of Egypt. The
temple was not constructed all at one
time, rather, it was built and arnamented
by generations. Never the less its parts
constitute a balanced architectural unit.
It was surrounded by a huge wall of mud-
bricks, some parts of which still exist.

The temple is formed by an imposing
sfructure leading fo a spacious open
courtyard, and at its back there existed
the main temple surrounded with a great
stone wall. It consisis of a parlor for pro-
minent personalities, then a hall of
columns, then oblation halls, then a
parlor for the holy of holies. All such parts
are situated along one and the same axis.
The interior parts of the temple are edged
with small rooms and two staircases. The
temple has had a number of doors con-
necting its halls, so as to allow the clergy
moving from one hall to another without
the necessity of approaching the holy of
the holies.

Developing and restoration:

The first phase of developing and resto-
ring the temple of Edfu has been finished.
Priority in this phase was given to com-
prehensive lumination of the temple in
addition fo lighting it aesthefically at
night, because the temple was pitch-dark
most of the day, especially in the interior
halls, and holy of the holies.
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The eroded floor tiles of the open
courtyard have been replaced too, after
the stone blocks, found in the floor, had
been liffed and removed. Two first-class
lavatories have, also, been built within the
framework of the plan of the Organization
to develop the area and supply it with the
necessary facilities.

* Temple of Esna:

Esna, in the ancient Egyptian
times, was named lonite or
Tasent. And in the Greek time it
carried the name Latopolis,
which meant the town of fish,
where fish was sanctified and
buried in a special cemetery,
lying west of the town. The Temple
of Esna, which was dedicated to
worship of the ram god Khnum
and some other gods that were
characterised by their mysterious
power, lies in the centre of the
Town at a distance of 200 m from
the Nile. In view of the heaps of
rubble accumulated in the
course of historical epochs, the
Temple was found lying at a
depth of 9m from the ground sur-
face of the existing town. The
walls of the Temple are deco-
rated with religious inscriptions.

It was utilized during the Coptic
ages, which resulted in accumu-
lating layers of soot that covered
inscriptions and decorations, in
addition to increase in moisture,
That is why it was necessary fo
undergo a comprehensive pro-
cess of restorations, cleaning,
and lighting.
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