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Synopsis:

In this issue there is a treatment
of Saggara monuments. The area
of Saqgqgara is a part of the official
cemetery of Memphis, which was
the first capital of Egypt, and
which continued in the course of
Egyptian history to hold a high
rank among Egyptian cities; after
the capital was carried away
from it.

Saqgqara area lies at a distance
of about 20 km to the south of
Cairo. It is rich in both the exca-
vated and the still-unexcauatec
monuments, some of which date
back to different periods of the
history of the ancient Egyptian
(3100 - 2780 B.C.) It contains many
pyramids and tombs dating back
to the age of the ancient
kingdom. Among the most
important and famous monu-
ments of the area is the stepped
pyramid, known as the pyramid
of Zoassar, named after the first of
the kings, of the third dynasty. It
constitutes the first experience of
man to use stones instead of
unburnt bricks in building.
Moreover, it is marked by its
stepped shape in addition to the
unique architecture characteri-
zing its annexed buildings.

Among the excavated monu-
ments dating back to the fifth and
sixth dynasties, there were the
pyramids of Unas, Titi, pipi |, pipill.
In addition to the pyramids of the
kings, there were excavated

several tombs of individuals and
princes, spreading around those
pyramids. The walls of the tombs
were ornamented with coloured
scenes representing pictorially
the daily life, and with religious
transcriptions.

There are, too, in Sagqara area
a whole cemetery dating back to
the Modern kingdom. One of its
important tombs is that of Hor —
Mohib which he built when he
was a commander of the army.

The tomb of Zoassar took the
form of a large stepped pyramid,
in the vicintity of which there was
built a large funeral temple. Both
the Pyramid and the temple were
surrounded by an-outer wall. It
was designed and constructed
by the eminent architect
Emhoteb in his capacity as the
chief architect of the state. He
took the initiative in originating
the unique architecture he
creaed in the large funeral
complex of Zoassar. Emhoteb, by
such huge achievement of art,
moved from the age of building
in adobes (unburnt bricks) to the
age of stone-building with deco-
rations and distinguished geo-
metrical shapes. Since that time
the Egyptian state began a
policy of architectural expansion
which has been a reason of the
greatness of the Egyptian nation,
represented in many of the Egyp-
tian antiquities.
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Due to the importance of the
monuments on Saqgara areq,
the Egyptian Antiquities Organi-
zation has undertaken a careful
and comprehensive plan of res-
torations. Restorers used limes-
tone material which is the same
as the material use in building
those monuments. In addition to
restorations done to the walls and
completion of the columns, work
is stil underway beginning with
cleaning and defining the main
elements to be restored in the first
phase fo the height of 1.5m. Res-
forations, too include replace-
ment of the fallen stones at the
facades of some tombs, doing
fine restorations to the drawings,
engravings, and inscriptions, with
emphasis on re-exposing their
original radiant colours.
Moreover, all the roads leading
to the monuments and their sur-
rounding area are being beauti-
fied. The access of the area was
levelled and provided with car-
parks. There will be established a
cultural centre and some other
tourist facilities, so that the area
might have room for the entire
tourist movement. The electrical
network was changed, and seats
were put for the visitors. The area
was supplied with two prefabri-
cated lavatories, in addition to
two power generators each with
the capacity of 100 K.V. to be
operated in case of power shut-
down, during visits to the tombs,
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