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* The marble floor of a Christian stail in

antiquities on the other.

* Rock Tombs at
Aswan: Aswan (Elephan-
tine) was the main city in
the first province of Upper
Egypt throughout the Pha-
raonic History. It was thus
chosen because of its
geographical secure loca-
tion, as the first cataract
southward was considered
a rocky barrier that pro-
tected it against attacks.
Archaeological - excava-
tions indicate that this
region had been inhabited
since the beginning of the
Age of Dynasties. There
has been discovered a
group of primitive statues
dating back to such
period, as well as some

archaeogical pieces
dating back to the age of
the Dynasty VI and the
Middle kingdom. Among
such antiquities there is
the chapel which was
dedicated to glorify
Heka-ib, an official of the
Middie Kingdom.

The cemetery lies on the
rocky hills on the west
bank of the Nile. The tombs
have some carvings on the
walls. The most ancient
tombs date back to
Dynasty VI. The stelae set
in the rough walls as the
only decoration of poorer
chapels appear to belong
to a later time during
Dynasties IX and X. The
tombs were cut into the

the Roman House at Marya

rocks, and some of them
are considered family
tombs. Among the most
important of them are
those belonging to Mikho,
Sabni, Harkhof, and Set-ka
of the Gld Kingdom, and
those belonging to
Sa-renput |, of the Middle
Kingdom.

The decoration of the
rock-cut tombs is interes-
ting as containing ele-
ments of a new style, with
an increasing use of paint.

Historically significant as
they are, the rock tombs at
Aswan were not consi-
dered among the tourist
attractions of the areaq,
due to its difficult acces-
sibility and its being
infested with hundreds of
bats and poisonous
insects, so much so that
their mere mention was
extremely frightful to the
tourists. Hence it was
necessary to look after
such area in order to
encourage tourists to visit
it. A lot of restorations have
been done to the tombs,
and the whole area has
been aesthetically lit at
night, which resulted in
disappearance of insects
and reptiles.
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Synopsis:

Synopsis:

In this issue we have got
to take up the following
subjects:

* Ancient town of
Marya: the ruins of the
town date back to the
Greco-Roman age, and lie
to the southwest of
Alexandria at a distance
of 45 Km. Among the most
important visible remains
of the town is the area
known to archaeologists
as‘‘The port’’ which was an
ancient Roman remar-
kable harbour, consisting
of three limestone-built
quays, and extending from
the southern edge of Lake
Mariot into the water (now
dry). Lengths of the quays
are comparable to those of
the existing harbours of
Egypt and other Mediter-
ranean ports,

The University of
Alexandria has discovered
in its excavations along-
side the Southeastern part
of those quays the remains
of a I2m-wide, stone-paved
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" One of the walldrawings restored by EAO, at Aswan tombs

Roman sireet. It has been
also found out along the
southern sidewalk that it
had been formerly roofed
so as to protect pedes-
trians from both the rain
water and the heat of the
sun. Behind the sidewalk
there were discovered the
vestiges of some unique
Roman stores, the planning
of which indicates that
they weré places for frade,
stay and living at the same
time. In addition to the
stores there are significant
remains of a winepress, a
Roman house, and a
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Roman cemetery. Due to
the climatic conditions
and the agricultural and
urban development in the
region, preservation and
restoration of the remains
of the town is a compli-
cated question. Accor-
dingly, the Egyptian Anti-
quities Organization has
conducted comprehensive
studies in order to draw out
a working plan, and to find
out the most appropriate
solutions to cope with the
agricultural development
requirements on the one
hand, and to protect the
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