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Synopsis:

Archaeological Review,
in this issue, takes up four

great Islamic ancient
monuments:
1- Sultan Hassan’s

Mosque and School.

2- Al Imam Ashafi‘ey’s
Dome.

3- Qanibay Al-Rammah’s
Mosque.

e Sultan Hassan’s
mosque is considered one
of the greatest mosques in
Egypt, and even of the
greatest mosques of Islam
altogether. It is polygonal
in shape, and covers an
area of 7906m. It is 150m.
long, 68m. wide, and
37.7m. high.

The article treats in
detail the history of the
monument, its distin-
guished characteristics, its
architectural restorations,
and electrical and lighting
works.

e Al

Dome:
Al Imam Ashafi‘ey came to
Egypt in the Year 814 A.D.
He was buried in Cairo’s

Imam Ashafi‘ey’s

lesser cemetery without
having a building on his
grave until Salahuddin Al
Ayyoubi has had, in 1176
A.D., a tomb to be built on
the grave, in addition to a
school close to it. The
existing dome was built in
1211 A.D. by Sultan
Alkamel Mohammad. It
contains cn ornamented
wooden sarcophagus of
Imam Ashafi‘ey. The plan
of the dome isa 15 M. X 15
M. square, and the walls
are 2.75 m. thick. The neck
of the dome is round with
16 arched windows for
lighting and ventilation.
The interior of the dome is
full of marvellously
coloured ornaments. In the
framework of the 5- year
plan for doing restorations
to Islamic and Coptic
ancient monuments, the
Antiquities Organization is
currently doing compre-
hensive restorations to the
dome, including restora-
tions to the architectural
elements, as well as
treatment and restorations
to the ornamental ele-
ments of the dome.

e Qanibay Al-Rammah’s
Mosque:

Qanibay Al-Rammah
was one of the Mameluke
rulers of Egypt. He built this
mosque where he was

‘buried in the year 1515

A.D. It is a domed mosque
with a minaret, to which
are annexed a school and
a public fountain. It is
considered one of the
suspension mosques, since
it is based on crossarches
supported by square stone
piers forming rooms and
cellars under the mosque.
The dome is of the type in
which the greatness of
Mameluke domes mani-
fests itseif. The mosque as
well as its annexes are
richly decorated with
Quranic inscriptions and
oriental ornaments.

An architectural resto-
ration plan was drawn up
in keeping with the
archaeological originals,
and according to both
technical and archaeolo-
gical elements. The work is
still in the beginning, and it
is expected to be accom-
plished within two months.
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Editorial

Egyptian School

The Egyptian school of restorations dates back to the last
century. There is no doubt that the restoration activities, which
have been pursued during both the last and the present cen-
tury, have contributed to establishing the basic expertise of
architects and restorers, and even restoration workers in the
course of the last decades. Features of the Egyptian school in
the finely worked architectural and archaeoclogical restora-
tions have crystallised during the last few years in the crucible
of the massive projects of development and doing restora-
tions to our heritage. The selective concept of the modern
Egyptian school of restoration means, right at the outset abi-
dance by the general scientific principles of restoration; as
well as the scientific data in all fields of sciences related to
such fleld of applied and theoretical knowledge. It also
means ablidance by the international charters raised for
consideration by internctional cenires of restoration or
UNESCO, in order to define the concept of preserving human
heritage, as well as the general framework of such concept.

Thus, under the international charter for antiquities’ pre-
servation and restoration, such general rules have been
established as follows:

1- The fourth article «Maintenance» which provides that
maintenance should be carried out according to a policy
that combines both continuity and perpetuity.

2- The twelfth article «restoration» which provides that any
replacement for the missing parts should be in keeping
with the ancient monument as a whole, though it must be
distinguishable from the original part, provided that resto-
ration does not result in falsifying evidences of both history
and art.

And then the selective vision of the Egyptian school follows
in the necessity to define the way of dealing with the monu-
ment; taking into consideraticn the specific, historical, tem-
poral, and artistic differences in our archaeoclogical heritage,
as also such differences in technical metheds, building mate-
rials, and elements of paints, colours, and inscriptions. Like-
wise, we have to consider the difference in the environs of the

I L e

of Restorations

monument as well as difference in historical times. All such
differences prescribe to us that we have to deal with the
monument in each case separately, taking everything into
cosideration. The school's selectivity, in itself, tends to enrich
restoration expertise, just as it is a custom by which Egypt, in
particular, is distinguished, in view of the fact that Egyptian
antiquities date back to prehistoric times, and then the Egyp-
tian Pharaonic, then the Greco-Roman, then the Coptic, then
the Islamic Age with its various phases until almost the end of
the last century; as on the other hand, the Organization of
Antiquities is keeping in touch with international scientific
centres in the field of heritage restoration and preservation;
such as experts of UNESCO, Department of Human Heritage,
ICROM, ICROMOS, and ICOM.

Such factors and others were behind the restorations car-
ried out by the Organization, during the previous peried, at the
highest level in nature and quantity, by all scientific and
practical criteria. Out of such scientific starting-point, and in
the period from January, 1982 up till now, the plan drawn up
for the period has been exceeded, and the targets have been
realized in both bulk and adequacy of restoration and deve-
lopment, so much that we can, right at the outset, be sure, of
the general conditions for our archaeolgical heritage on the
sites, in museums, and in storerooms. Not only did the Organi-
zation content itself with such achievement but it also began
to rectity mistakes of the previous restorations, whether
through replacing the mortar and concrete employed, by new
mortars frue to modern scientific specifications, or through
correcting the historical and archaeological specifications
for some of them. Such is the correction that does not prevent
us from harbouring deep respect and deference to circums-
tances of work, a century ago, for those former restorers.

Dr Ahmad Kadry
President
Egyptian Antiquities Organization
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Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy Dr Wafa’ Assiddleq Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq Dr Shawql Nakhlah Prof. Hazem Ibrahim
Dr Amal el-‘Imary engr. Jozef Zaki Prot. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
Dr “Allya Sherlff Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy
Mr. Atef Ghonem. engr. Nabil Abdessamie’ arch. Hana' Nabhan
Mr ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar arch. Huda Fawzy

Dr Ahmad Kadry
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