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Synopsis:

+ The Islamic Arts Museum

The Islamic Arts Museum in
Cairo is one of the richest
museums worldwide, as it
comprises some of the most
important lIslamic archaeolo-
gical pieces from Egypt and the
whole Islamic World, referring to
the consecutive Islamic eras.

The Islamic Arts Museum in
Cairo is the fourth link in the
chain of Egyptian museums
which display Egyptian History,
starting with the Egyptian
Museum, then the Greco-Roman
Museum, and the Coptic
Museum. The idea of establis-
hing a museum for displaying
the precious Islamic archaeo-
logical pieces in Egypt, dates
back to the year 1869. However,
the present museum was first
openedonthe 28th of December
1903, as a floor in the Egyptian
Book House at Bab el-Khalq.

The archaeological pieces of
art where exhibited in 23 diffe-
rent showrooms according to
their historical sequence and
kind of material. Seperate
showrooms where specified for
woods, metals, weapons, tex-
tiles, ceramics... etc. The
museum was neglected for a
long period of time, until it rea-
ched a badly detoriorated

condition, in the systems of
display, the crammed
archaeological pieces in

showrooms and stores,.... etc.

The restoration of the Islamic
Arts Museum came on top of the
projects which received great
care on the part of the Egyptian
Antiquites Organization in its
current cultural consclousness.

The first phase of the museum
restoration plan included
increasing display areas and
developing methods of display.

The display areas of the
museum were increased from a
total of 1500m’ to 4000m’. Part
of the Egyptian Book House,
which was previously occupied
by the print shop has been
added to the museum and is
now assigned for the museum
library, lecture room, restoration
department, photography
department, textiles and car-
pets showroom, and coinage
showroom. Another piece of
land, which was previously
occupied by a gas station, has
also been annexed to the
museum. The area has been
transformed into an open-air
garden for Islamic monumentzs
which covers an area of 1070m".
The garden is provided with a
cafeteria, a ticket booth, and a
gift shop.

Regarding the development
of display methods, the museum
has been furnished with new
showcases, which were espe-
cially designed according to
the type of exhibited archaec-
logical pieces. The new show-
cases are supplied with expla-
natory cards written in Arabic,
English, and French.

The plan also included the
restoration of all archaeolo-
gical pieces and the museum
building from the inside and
outside. The museum has been
provided with modern cultural
touristic facilities Including
central musical circuits, elec-
tronic fire alarm circuits, lava-
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tories, parking spaces,.. etc.
Undoubtedly, this stage of
redevelopment fulfilled most of
the urging needs of the museum
and changed it into a cultural
and civilizational center of
radiation.

x Architectural and
Detailed Restoration of Ali
Labib House, Monastery of
Taqi el-Dine el-Bastami,
and Darb el-Labana Gate:

The house of Ali Labib (Artists
House) lies in Darb el-Laban to
the north of @anibay el-Ramah
Mosque in el-Qala district. The
house was erected by el-Sharife
Omar el-Malatily at the end of
the 18th century. It has been
occupied by Egyptian and
foreign artists.

The monastery lies in the
formost part of Harat el-Laban
and constitutes together with
Darb el-Laban gate a beautiful
architectural corner. The gate
dates back to the 14th century
and could be attributed to one
of the Mamelukes houses in the
area. As for the monastery, it
was assigned, from the 413th
century, for foreign poormen.
The architecture of its present
door dates to the year 847 A.H. -
1443 A.C.

The restoration project was
inagurated in febraury 1984 and
started with a complete clea-
ning process which covered the
three monuments, and was fol-
lowed by the architectural res-
toration and the fine restoration
of marble and wooden ele-
ments.
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Editorial
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Statues’ Postures in Town Squares

Historical and archaeological statues which are
set up in the public squares display a national his-
torical conception, as also at the same time an
aesthetic monument aimed primarily ot the Egyp-
tian citizen, for whom such statues are set up in
order to evoke his national pride, develop his sense
of beauty, and augment his historical awareness,
by glorifying the heroes of Egyptian history in both
intellect and sentiment of such citizen.

Postures of such statues in the squares must be
carefully studied first in each individual case so that
the statue may be in keeping with environment, his-
toricity of the place, and the required aesthetic and
scenic harmony, so as to fulfil the considerations it
has been erected for.

In this respect, the posture of a statue replica of
Ramessis Il close to Military Officers’ Club has been
called in question, on the assumption that the
statue should have faced toward the direction of
the airport in order to receive tourist arrivals. We
should like to assert that statues’ postures in the
squares are mainly aimed at reviving the aesthetic
and national historical conceptions in the senti-
ments of peoples, thus being on the strength of tra-
ditions and archaeological realities. Hence, we do
not expect to set up the statue of such a king as
Ramessis Il for nothing more than serving the idea of
greeting the tourist arrivals. Otherwise, it would
have been more useful to put it in the Airport vici-
nity, where a sightly monument of an Egyptian obe-
lisk, as well as some small statues have already
been set up in order to make tourists welcome on
their arrival at the airport.

As to the statue of Ramessis Il on its present site
near an important square ot Heliopolis, it must face
toward his people and city, nay Egypt, and not to
the confrary, in conformity with each ftradition
issueing from conceptions of our heritage on the
one hand, and in consideration of national pride
on the other. And such conceptions are well rea-
lized by tourists and foreigners who are endowed,
in advance, with historical consciousness before
their coming to Egypt. They will feel more respect to
the historical, aesthetic, and national considera-
tions that have necessitated the statue’s present
facing toward the capital and the people.
Moreover, the statue in such posture demonstrates
the touch of loftiness and splendour of our civiliza-
tion as the last impression they get on their depar-
ture from the land of Egypt. And to reverse the statue
so as to turn its back on its people, its capital, as
well as every historical and national value, would
have been, if carried out, a mistake for which we
are answerable to generations to come. Such are
the generations we are certain that their general
historical and archaeological awareness will rise to
promising levels in the future. Furthermore, the
intensive studies pertaining to the statue erection
had been carried out in coordination with Cairo
Governorate project for construction of the new
flyover, to say nothing of the fact that the present
posture is in keeping with all the aesthetic and
sightly considerations of the statue after the project
had been accomplished.

Dr Ahmad Kadry
President
Egyptian Antiquities Organization.
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