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Synopsis

The Egyptian Museum is the
subject taken up at great length
in this issue. The subject treats
how the museum came fo be
established, the architectural
description of the museum, and
the different phases of its
development.

After the French Campaign on
Egypt had taken place, and
Resetta Stone had been disco-
vered, and the scientific des-
criptive social and archaeolo-
gical compilation well-known as
«Description of Egypt» by the
scholars of the French Cam-
paign had been published,
concern for the Egyptian anti-
quities became so great.

Excavations in the archaeo-
logical areas were, then, car-
ried out by foreign consuls or
their representatives in Egypt by
virtue of permits they used to
get from Moh. Aly, the ruler of
Egypt. When Jean Francois
Champollion visited Egypt
during the period 1828 — 1830
he turned the eyes of the ruler to
the necessity of establishing a
museum for preservation of the
ancient riches of Egypt. Then it
was decreed that consuls are
not allowed to take away any
thing of the antiquities, and the
Administration of Egyptian
Antiquities was founded, as also
a museum was established in
Cairo in 1835, for preservation
of ancient monuments.

In view of the Increasing
awareness and interest in the
preservation of our Egyptian
antiquities, the new museum
passed through various stages
of development until the exis-
ting Egyptian Museum was built
on its present site in order to put
the exhibits on proper display. It

was designed by a French
architect and inaugurated in
1902.

Architectural description:

The Egyptian Museum is
designed in the classical style,
in which the entrance is clearly
visible in the middle of the
facade, and it can be reached
after the visitor climbs up some
steps, and after crossing the
garden of the museum, amid
which there is a beautiful foun-
tain.

The ground plan of the Egyp-
tian Museum is T-shaped. On
both sides of the main entrance
there are a VIP lounge, a bag-
gage check-room, and a centre
for selling models, gifts, and
scientific books. Then the visitor
gets to the hall of distribution
and guidance, covered by a
semicircular dome that allows
natural light as well as artificial
illumination. The dome rests on
four pillars that rise as high as
the building of the museum,
which allows vertical circula-
tion between the ground and
the first floor.

Development of the Egyp-
tian Museum:

Since Nov. 1981, the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization has
embarked upon an operation to
develop the Egyptian Museum
through the purely national
efforts of its employees. Within
the framework of the compre-
hensive antiquities plan to
develop our national and
regional museums, and fo
establish some new museums
based on an exquisite view as
to both services and museum
elements, a phased plan to
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develop the Egyptian Museum
was carried out. The first phase
included, in short, the following
accomplishments:

The floors: They were made of
karara white marble (60 X 60
cm. tiles) on the ground floor. As
to the floors of the first storey,
some of which were made of 20
X 20 cm. mosaic tiles and the
others were covered partly with
vinyl tiles and partly with com-
bustible carpet, all the old
worn-out material was removed
and the floors were covered
with new vinyl tiles.

Interior and exterior pain-
ting: Walls of the Museum were
all painted in unsuitable
colours, like blue and pink.
Moreover, the walls were in a
very bad state as a result of
breaking and dustiness. They
were repainted in one reutral
colour (beige) both in the inte-
rior and in the exierior, after
doing the necessary restora-
tions for walls and decorations.

Show windows: They are
made of expensive fine maho-
gany, and covered with very
bad paints. But they have been
scratched off so as to clean
them, and then they have been
repainted, afier being treated
in such a way as to make each
show window a wooden work of
art. Their number is more than a
thousand beside some addi-
tional new windows.

Furthermore, lavatories, water
supply and sewerage system,
and electric connections all
have been repaired and reno-
vated. Thus, the Egyptian
Museum has become, in its new
shape after development, one
of the loveliest museums in the
world.
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Editorial
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INNOVATION AND RESTORATION

The word «innovation», once in a while, is men-
tioned, on describing restorations accomplished
by Egyptian antiquities Organization to some
archaeological elements, as consignificant with
such restorations, which may stir up unreal visions
and bring about confusion of both innovation and
restoration, because restorations done by the
Organization for preservation of the national heri-
tage cannot be described as innovation. If innova-
tion means an addition, be it architectural or tech-
nical, on the origin of which we have no authentic
and incontrovertible documents before detericra-
tion of the architectural element that has been res-
tored, this has nothing to do with restoration, since it
pertains to invention or incorrect addition that
keeps the monument away from its original condi-
tion. And this is the case that absolutely dose not
take place, quitex as it is a cause beyond mention
in such sense, through the all-out restorations
accomplished, during the last three years, to scores
of tombs, tombx temples and Islamic and Coptic
monuments, or to some tens of thousands of
museum pieces that have been restored on the
occasion of development of such museums. Before
each element was restored, experts had had to
consult the documents or the established historical
origin of such restorations as have been done to all
our museums and archaeoclogical sights, without
exception, all over Egypt.

The Antiquities Organization had documents on the history of
restorations that have been done since last century in Egypt both
in their various places and technical quality. Likewise, it pos-
sesses some tens of thousands of detailed and definite illustra-
tions and documents about such restoration. Moreover, the
Organization has been informed about details of the large-scale
restorations in Europe, especially those that have been done
after World War Il. Let us cite some examples in this connection.
In Egypt, fifty years ago, a French architectirestorer has rounded
out the architectural elements in the burial group of Saggara
Stepped pyramid. and even set up the outer walls of such group
which had fallen down perheps thousands of years ago. He, too,
has reconstructed the imposing structures of Al-Karnak Temple,
as also architrctural restorations were done to the Temple of the
Northen Convent in which a lot of architectural elements and

storeys had fallen down in the course of history. It goes without
saying that such accomplishments are not innovations as they
are based on the documents and well established archaeolo-
gical scientific specifications, and so long as we clearly distin-
guish between the finished parts of peculiar architectural ele-
ments and the state of the monument prior to restoration.

In Europe, likewise, reconstruction of and restora-
tions to entire citadels, historic palaces, and whole
old quarters that had been completely demolished
during World War |l, do not pass for innovation as
they are based on well-established documents and
historical and archaeological specifications. As
regards living ancient monuments in which reli-
gious ceremonies and rites are still carried out, and
which as yet fulfill their original function, such as
mosques and Islamic houses, or churches and his-
toric palaces, the restoration philosophy pursued
by restorers and architrcts of Europe and their con-
firmation of the historical character of such monu-
ments that mostly date back to the Middle Ages
and beyond, is a more liberal philosophy keeping
to the living sence and the sfill living practices, as
yet going on in such monuments. There is a neces-
sity o give the historical genuine effects of colours,
writings drawings, architectural elements, and sta-
tues, on the condition that scientific documents on
the original specifications are available and must
be kept to, since innovation here is to deviate from
such specifications, and it is a categorically
rejected invention.

The finely worked architrctural restorations, accomplished by
the Antiquities Organization, are considered of the highest
technical level, as judged by international restoration organiza-
tions, UNESCQ'S department of world heritage, and international
cenires of antiquities. And while we, in Egypt, frequently feel
obliged to restify old restorations, whether through replacing old
plaster and concrete by new proper materials, or through cor-
recting historical archaeological specifications for some
monuments, such correction, to all standardsx, does not prevent
us from cherishing a deep feeling of esteem toward those former
restorers as well as activity exerted by the committee for preser-
vation of Arab antiquities since one century ago, on both Egyp-
tian and Islamic sites.
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