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Synopsis

This issue is dedicated to an
exclusive and comprehensive
subject which is the National
Museum of Egyptian Civilization.

The subject dwells upon the main-

phases of Egyptian history of civi-
lization planned to be repre-
sented in the new museum. Such
phases are briefly stated as fol-
lows:-

1- Prehistoric ages, due to the
fact that the main signs of Egyp-
tian history have appeared since
the human activity started on the
land of Egypt, thousands of years
before the beginning of history.

2- Pharaonic ages which
began from the thirtieth century
B.C. Such ages are characterized
by the start of political unity in
Egypt as well as the appearance
of the system of writing. In the
course of such ages, Egypt had
been under the reign of what has
been known as the ruling dynas-
ties. Administrative institutions
were established for the first time
in Egypt. Then followed the age of
Pyramids’ builders which conti-
nued for five centuries, then the
age of the Middle state, until the
age of the Empire or Modern
State, during which the cultural,
political, military, religious, and
urban influence reached as far
as Mesopotamia (Iraq).

3- The Greco-Roman age,
begins when the Macedonian
Alexander invaded and ruled
Egypt in 332 B.C. Then game the
Ptolemies who declared them-
selves heirs of ancient Pharaohs
and tried to mix the Greek civili-
zation with the Egyptian civiliza-

tion. Then came the Romans in
the year 30 B.C.

4- The Byzantine (Coptic) age,
began about 365 A.D. until the
Islamic congquest of Egypt.

5- The lIslamic age in Egypt
began in 640 A.D. up till the pre-
sent. It is distinguished by flouris-
hing of sciences, culture, and
architecture in particular. Rulers
of Egypt in the Islamic era have
been interested in buiding bar-
rages, bridges, water gauges,
mosques, fortresses, and citadels.
Egypt has become a minaret for
Islam.

Then the subject deals with the
main objectives of the project,
and the measures so far taken to
carry the project into eftect. It
says that Dr Ahmad Kadry Presi-
dent of Egyptian Antiquities
Organization has laid the foun-
dation stone on 3rd March, 1982.
An agreement has been con-
cluded with the 'UNESCO for
cooperation in establishing the
Museum, on the assumption that
international character of the
project should be maintained.

As the new museum is peculiar
to demonstrating the different
stages of Egyptian civilization, the
Organization of Egyptian Antiqui-
ties was intent on holding a
competition in which it imposed
as a condition that the competi-
tors should be Egyptian archi-
tects, who are free to have
recourse to whatever foreign
experience house they may
choose, in order to maintain the
national character of the
museum.

A number of committees par-

ticipated in drawing up the plans
of the project to be set forth in an
international competition among
specialized consultancy firms.
The competion was to be carried
out in two phases.

The 1st phase: for submitting the
concept of the project. Five suc-
cessful projects would be chosen,
in order to be referred on equal
footing to the second phase.

The 2nd phase: for submitting the
developed design of the project.

The first phase has been actually
carried out, immedately after
which the second phase has
begun. Then the Egyptian consl-
tancy firms have started to study
and develop their projects, in
accordance with the directives of
the jury members, for the purpose
of getting to the project which
represents the Egyptian distine-
tive architectural character and,
simultaneously, fulfils the tech-
nical, engineering, and aesthetic
requirements. Moreover, the
successful project should be
proportionate to its financial
allocations. The consultancy firms
have submitted their projects on
Oct. 7,1984.

The jury has unanimously
decided in favour of five suc-
cessful projects, the first of which
is briefly presented in this issue.
The designer is Dr Al-Ghazali Kas-
siebah, who managed, in his
successful project, to achieve full
integration between the museum
and its surrounding environment,
through presevation of the adja-
cent green areas, both inside

‘and oudiside-the museum as well

as its confirmation of the main
entrance of the building.

M e ‘ £



Editorial
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Egypt and Civilization

The idea of establishing a national museum for Egyptian civi-
'ization has proceeded from a sense that we are in duty bound
o reconsider the manner of preserving our meritorious archaeo-
ogical riches and giving them their due right to distinction and
reverence, because Egypt is altogether the richest country of the
world in its deep-rooted and extended civilization, for which it is
well-known since time immemorial. The distinguishing marks of
Egyption civilizational history have sprung up since human acti-
vity flowed on the land of Egypt, with its developments passing
through relative stages that continued for thousands of years.
Each stage was different from the other with regard to its span of
time, its manpower, its civilizational levels, and nature of the fac-
tors that heralded Its beginning as well as that of the factors
which foreshadowed its end. Every phase of our civilizational
history bore on its predecessor, paved the way for its successor,
and they were consecutive among themselves without interrup-
tion, :

Scientists of antiquities have established through investiga
tion, excavations, and studies, the truth that it was a rich and fer-
tile civilization, which still requires a great deal of sincere
search, endeavour, and perseverance from its Egyption sons. -

The Egyptian Antiquitles Organization has taken it upon itself
to exert all efforts so as to protect our national archaeological
heritage, and inculcate cultural awareness in both sentiment
and intellect of the Egyptian citizen, in such a way as to inform
him of his great heritage, and induce him to preserve it. And
such is a positive impulse in our cultural life in which we see a
blessed breakthrough in the interest of enriching both sentiment
and intellect of every Egyptian. Accordingly, there has emerged
the need fo establish a comprehensive national museum of
Egyptian civilization, the visitor of which can acquaint himself
with the natire of our civilization from times of old up till now, by
an unbroken representation that takes place through faultiess
and suitable choice of curios and artefacts, as well as display of
illustrative figures demonastrating the main trend of our history in
the course of years, and sfressing its continuity, its steadfastness
against forelgn influence, its power of absorption, and its unity as
a whole.

Such national museum is to give a total picture of Egyptian

civilizational movement, since the existing historical museums of
Egypt are specialized museums. Each of them is peculiar to some
historical and temporal stretch of time, such as the Egyptian
Museum, the Greco-Roman Museum, the Coptic Museum, and
the Islamic Museum.

The National Museum will offer its visitor good cpportunity for
seeing and heeding the entire story of the Egyptian civilization
from the pre-dynasties age, and passing through the Pharaonic,
the Greco - Roman, the Coptic, the Byzantine, and the Islamic
ages, as far as the present time. All that is to be seen in one and
the same place which is to be designed In the most recent
manner of museum display. To establish such a large museum
will be quite an event to invigorate the Egyptian culture toward
which the world harbours all esteem and regard.

International experts of architecture have expressed their
desire to participate in designing such a huge project. However,
opinions concurred that the project must be Egyptian as far as
design and execution are concerned, in order to be suitable for
the individuality of the National Museum, planned to be erected
amid the largest Egyptian cultural complex on Al-Gezirah
grounds of fairs, The Egyptian government will contribute to the
project what it has got of proceeds from the Egyptian antiquities
exhibitions currently established abroad, in addition to aids
extended by specialized international corganizations, at the
head of which is the UNESCO that provides for the preservation of
human heritage and its riches.

Hence, the general objective of building such a stately
museum can be briefly stated in displaying the individuality of
Egyptian civilizational achievements and its meanings, in the
approprigate form and within its natural historical framework, in
order that the new museum may complement and support acti-
vities of the other before-mentioned specialized museums and
their likes of various cultural organizations,

Dr Ahmad Kadry
President of
Egyptian Antiquities Organization.
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Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy Dr Wafa’ Assiddieq Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq Dr Shawql Nakhiah Prof. Hazem Ibrahim
Dr Amal el-‘imary engr. Jozef Zakl Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Faftah
Dr ‘Aliya Sheriff Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy
Mr. Atef Ghonem. engr. Nabll Abdessamie* arch. Hana’ Nabhan
Mr 'Abdullah Al-*Attar arch. Huda Fawzy

Dr Ahmad Kadry
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