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Synopsis

This issue includes four
main subjects:

*x Wakalat Al Ghoury:

Sultans of Egypt during the
Mameluke age were extremely
interested in building the
wakalas which were desi-
gnated for the sojourn of mer-
chants who displayed their
goods, concluded contracts,
and effected transactions. This
was due to the fact that
domestic and foreign trade had
flourished between Egypt and
other various countries of the
world, after the Mameluke rulers
of Egypt were in command of
the routes of trade between East
and West up till the discovery of
the Cape of Good Hope.

Wakalat Al-Ghoury is consi-
dered one of the most significant
wakalas established in the
Mameluke age. It includes a
hotel for overnight stay of foreign
merchants, storerooms for storing
merchandise, and places for
display of specimens of the
goods of each merchant, in
addition to a gathering place
“courtyard” where dealers
gathered together to conclude
bargains. The wakalah, in the
modern sense, is tantamount to a
complete commercial centre
encompassing a chamber of
commerce. The Antiquities
Organization carried out a full
programme of architectural and
finely work of restorations fto
Wakalat Al Ghoury as an impera-
tive necessity towards such an
important monument of Islamic
antiquities.

magra Al‘Uyoun Wall:

It is the aqueduct, incompletely
built in 1312 A.D. by Sultan
Al-Malik Al-Nasser Muhammad
ibn Qalawoun in order to supply
the Citadel with the Nile water.

It was completed by Prince
Yalbugha in 1409, and under-
went some restorations in 1505.
The water-course runs on top of
an arched wall. The source,
which is hexagonal in shape,
covers an area of 625.85 m2where
there are some arches and
water-wheels that were run by
animals to raise water from the
Nile to the canal. The present
canal is 3.1 Km. long, and is car-
ried on a lot of arches most of
which were barrel-vaulted.

Some arches were rebuilt by the
Ottoman ruler Abdy Pasha, while
some other arches were blocked
during the reign of French Cam-
paign. Still there are 271 arches.

x Drinking fountain of
Khedive Abbas mother
(Sabeel 'Umm ‘Abbas):

The Mameluke sultans and
princes were inferested in esta-
blishing the drinking fountains in
scattered parts of Cairo. The
fountain was often attached to a
mosque, and then a Kuttab,
where children learn the Quran,
was to be built on top of it. Three
drinking fountains were built in
Cairo up till the seventeenth cen-
tury, when thirty three additional
fountains were built. An equiva-
lent number of such fountains
were added in the eighteenth
century.

The drinking fountain we are
dealing with, and which is
recognized as “Sabeel umm
Abbas”, is considered among
the most lovely and perfect of
its kind. It is a unique Islamic

monument, locaied in Salibaiya
street in the vicinity of the
Citadel. It is distinguished by its
good marble as well as its
painted and gilded woodwork.

Being in such a good architec-
tural and structural condition, the
fountain was in no need of
notable architectural or engi-
neering restorations, except in
such simple parts as the floors, as
well as restoration of some inte-
rior walls in a very simple mea-
sure.

* Pick-up of Napoleon’s squa-
dron and establishing of the
Egyption national maritime
museum:

On the 10th of August 1984, the

first phase in the pick-up work of
Napolion squadron came to an
end in the waters of Abuquier
bay. Such phase had been pre-
ceded last year by researches
and studies in order to locate the
ships sunk in the bay. The studies
were conducted by a joint Egyp-
tion | French mission.
Although the first phase, which
lasted for two months, was des-
tined for removing mud from the
flagship L'orient, a lot of small
objects have been gathered up,
such as a golden spoon, the
decoration golden holder of
L'orient admiral with his inifials
wriften on it, and some gold leafs,
in addition to many bronze and
silver coins, silver plates, and
some navigational equipments.
All These objects and the like
have been deposited in a provi-
sional museum in Qayetbay
Citadel, Alexandria, as a preli-
minary step toward establish-
ment of the Egyptian national
maritime museum, which is to
comprise the picked up ships
after restoration, as well as the
most significant maritime heri-
tage of Egyptian civilization from
the very beginning up till now.
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Rationalization of Revenues and Projects
of Antiquities

No doubt the revenues sustaining the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization while it is facing the chal-
lenges in restoration and development of our
archaeological heritage, whether in the sites of
monuments, in museums, or in carrying out the new
museum projects, are considered a highly important
factor in the success of such comprehensive con-
frontations, which are being carried out, with
regard to both volume and quality, in such a
manner as to represent an all-out national con-
frontation with such heritage.

The Organization, since the beginnings of 1982
when it began to realize such comprehensive con-
frontation, has pursued a plan to rationalize resto-
ration and development expenses on the one hand,
and to raise additional revenues so as to ensure
completion of the ambitious plans on the other. The
new outlook and the technical and financial studies
have confirmed that dependence of the Organiza-
tion on its own resources as well as on the national
elements without resorting to consultative firms and
foreign companies, is considered an essential
support to rationalize expenses on restoration and
development projects.

With respect to the comprehensive restoration
and development work so far accomplished, it has
been possible, by all criteria, to save some tens of
millions of pounds in hard currency due to reliance
on such national way of performance.

Inthisconcernwe can mentionalotof comparative

examples according to the data contained in the
documents we keep in the Egyptian Antiquities
Organization.

The first phase, for instance, in the development of
the Egyptian Museum, which was accomplished in

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr *Allya Sheriff

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Ahmad Kadry
A0 Jui s

April 1982, has costed us some 750 thousands of
Egyptian pounds, whereas the costs of development
elements of the same phase had been previously
estimated by both the World Bank and the World
Museums Organization of 4-5 million dollars in
order to realize the same results that have been
accomplished by national elements in the Organi-
zation of Antiquities through their purely Egyptian
effort.

As far as Salahuddin Citadel was concerned, the
costs of nothing but the studies suggested by a
foreign company exceeded millions of pounds in
hard currency, not to mention the execution work in
such a huge project which possibly would have
costed in effect tens of millions of dollars. All such
readings, which are copied from the documents of
the Egyptian Antiquities Organization, may apply to
all development and restoration work that has been
carried out during the last three years.

On this account, the Organization regarded as its
duty to raise additional funds so that it may be able
to carry out successfully its plans of restoration and
development, in such a way as to ensure continua-
tion of such policy in the future. Therefore, the
Organization has devised a plan, in coordination
with the UNESCO, to stage a series of antiquities
exhibitions in Europe, America, and Japan, in order
to raise some income in hard currency.

Such exhibitions have, so far, yielded some mil-
lions of dollars to the Organization of Antiquities.
They are anticipated, furthermore, to yield more
than 15 million dollars in the next years according to
estimations and feasibility studies which were
conducted by the Organization in cooperation with
the museums in the respective host countries of our

exhibitions.
Dr Ahmad Kadry

President
Egyptian Antiquities Organization
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