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SYNOPSIS

There are three main sub-
jects:

* Akhenaton and Monotheism.
Akhenaton is Amenhotep IV of the
Vilith dynasty who proclaimed
monotheism at a time when poly-
theism was prevalent, and the
influence of the clergy of Ammon
increased. Akhenaton called for
the god Atoun (sun halo) to be
worshipped. He designated the
new creed with the sun halo from
which rays extend ending in
palms of the hand that hold the
token of life. In the fourth year of
his reign, Akhenaton deserted the
capital city of Thebes where his
forefathers worshipped Ammon,
and chose to build a new city
named Akhet-Atoun, now called
Tel-Al-Amarna, in which no other
god was worshipped. He then
ordered the name of god Ammon
to be removed from all the
ancient monuments. The subs-
tance of the new call was
reflected in arts and letters and
became a call for full liberation
from all the old ways and tradi-
tions.

In his call for liberation of arts,
Akhenton began by himself. He
‘opened the gates of his palace
to painters and sculptors who
portrayed and sculpted him in a
purely mundane numan shape,
without idealism or ornamenta-
tion, accompanied by his family
in their ordinary life.

In the field of worship Akhenton
ordered five temples to be built
and to be dedicated to the cult of

Atoun. The main chararacteristic
of those temples was that there
have been no need for statutes of
god Atoun fto be worshipped.
Sacrifices were offered directly to
the god.

* Museum of Monotheism: In
view of the significance of
Amarna age which represented
an upswing in the history of art
and ancient religion, and within
the framework of the plan of the
Egyptian Antiquities Organization
to establish a great multitude of
provincial museums to dissemi-
nate archaeological and histo-
rical -awareness among the
masses, the Organization
deemed it necessary to establish
a museum for the Monotheistic
creed in Al-Minya governorate
where the ancient city of Tel-Al-
Amarna lies. The museum was
designed by a group of German
architects at the expense of the
German government. The Egyp-
tian Antiquitier Organization is to
finance the processes of cons-
truction and exhibition. The
museum incorporates a showing
area of 1600 m?2 in addition to @
multipurpose auditorium on an
area of 400 m2, as well as an
office building on an area of 1000
m2. The museum also includes a
restoration section, a library, a
storehouse, and a photo deve-
lopment lab.

It was taken into account that
the general shape of the museum
takes the form of cross inter-
graded pyramids, so as to repre-
sent reflections of solar rays in all
directions all day long in con-

formity with Akhenaton creed.

The Museum of Monotheism,
accordingly, is to be a cultural
and civilizational centre of
radiation in Al-Minia City, and
one of its distinguishing sights.

* Ammon Temple, Siwah: The
Egyptian oases played an impor-
tant role in the history of the
Egyptian civilization, due to the
fact that they were routes of trade
and culture conveyance through
different ages. The culture and
civilization of the Nile valley
reflected upon the population of
western oases, and particularly
religion. Hence, they built the
temples for the Egyptian gods,
and especially for Ammon, and
in the course of ancient times the
Temple of Ammon (Siwah)
became the most famous centre
of revelation and prophet-hood.
Within the plan of preparing the
Temple, the Organization did a
lot of restoration work so as to
shore up the hill on which the
Temple is situated, and to save
the Temple from collapse.

The significance of the Temple
was highlighted by Alexander
the Great who visited it in the
winter of 333 B.C. accompanied
by a group of his friends and sol-
diers, while they were marching
on the tribal track across the wes-
tern desert. Alexander was
extremely impressed by the visit,
and it was said that he had
determined by will that his body,
after death, must be buried in this
oasis in order to be close to his
so-called father Ammon.
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EDITORIAL:

MUSEUM POLICY WITHIN PROJECTS OF THE EGYPTIAN
ANTIQUITIES ORGANIZATION

Museums, in our time, hold the highest rank in giving
expression to the mind of a nation or people, through the
more advanced museum methods, and the rules of dis-
play, that present the artistic or historical matter pro-
duced by man of a certain civilization in the course of dif-
ferent ages of the national or human history, in view of the
fact that museums disseminate pulsations of awareness
and comprehension as thinking and feeling among chil-
dren, youths, and citizens, in order to confirm the national
identity and enrich the sentiment and reason with more
refined cultural contents, which are indispensable for
contemporary man within the framework of the current

universal scientific civilization.
- '\J

Starting from such definite understanding of the most
significant national role of museums, the Egyptian Anti-
quities Organization has laid down a clearly defined
museum policy, in addition to an equivalent plan for the
purpose of raising our great national archaeological
museums, viz. the Egyptian, Islamic, Coptic, and Greco-
Roman museums, besides the regional museums, to inter-
national standards concerning all elements of display,
ornamentation, and facilities alike. Likewise, studies have
been carried out fo realize the hope of Egyptian intellec-
tuals and archaeologists to establish an Egyptian national

museum, that gives our citizens a comprehensive view on

the emergence, development, and gifts of the tgyptian
civilization from prehisforic times till the age of Khedive
Ismail, in an incessant coutse which is an essential trait in
the challenging spirit of Egypriun man. Furthermore, a

-special museum for the antiquities of Nubia is to be esta-

blished in Asswan to mirror the sights of the Egypllcn
Nubian culture and history.

There also will be established in Minya city the first
museum for the monotheistic creed since the oge of
Akhenaton, as well as a number of regional musaums to
reflect the local cultures that developed in fhe f’oids of
Egypt within the framework of the Egyptian civilization
throughout all its stages of history.

Museums, subject to the authority of the Organizaton of
Antiquities, divide into archaeological, historical, and
regional museums. The First group includes the Egyptian
Museum, the Greco-Roman Museum, the Coptic Museum,

" and the Islamic Museum, all of which are called national

museums, because each of them is peculiar to a parti-
cular epoch of the Egyptian history.

As to the second group which is called historical
museums, they have been brought into being since the
July 1952 Revolution, which turned most of the palaces of
Muhammad Aly dynasty into museums, for the purpose of
acquainting the masses with the aspects of the life led by
kings and princes of that family in former times.

As for the third group, viz. the regicnal museums, they
are, according to the sense of their name, those esta-
blished or planned to be established in the provinces.
Most regional museums can be classified under the
archaeological group of museums, since one of the
objectives of their establishment is to exhibit the output of
excavations in the province where the museum lies. The
regional museums play a great significant role that
cannot be neglected. The regional museum gives the
natives of the province or the region the oppertunity to be
acquainted with their civilizations which dazzled the
world. As to the more exalted aim, it is to inform the young
generation of their descent. On the other hand, the
museums and their storehouses as well as the storehouses
in the archaeological areas being crammed full with
antiquities, make it necessary for us fo establish more
regional museums, in order to reveal the stored antiquities
and bring them out into the open so as to save them from
ruin and damage.

As far as the great projects implemented in the field of
museums, the organization has accomplished, during the
past threée years, the first phase in development of the
Egyptian Museum, and the Museum of Islamic Art, as well
as establishment of the museum of Cheops ship. The
Organization has also undertaken restoration and deve-
lopment of Gawhara Palace Museum within the frame-
work of development of Salahuddin Citadel area. It also
has established two new museums in the area, namely,
Museum of Hospitality Palace and Museum of Royal Car-
riages, in addition to development of the Coptic Museum.
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