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SYNOPSIS

The issue includes the following main subjects:
*x Qaitbay’s Citadel in Alexandria:

Historical Back-grouna: rthe
Citadel was established by Sultan
Alashrat Abu Al Nasr Saif El — Din
Qaitbay, who was appointed ruler in 872
A.H. -1468 A.D. Sultan Qaitbay was so
fond of art and architecture. The
Qaitbay Citadel in Alexandria is con-
sidered one of the most important
defensive strongholds on the Mediter-
ranean sea coast. It was erected in the
exact site of the famous Alexandrian
lighthouse on the eastern point of the
Pharos Island, which was destroyed
during the earthquake of 702 A.H. The
construction of the Citadel lasted for
lwo years.

Because of its great sirategic impor-
tance, the Qaitbay Citadel was cared
for by the rulers of Egypt from the time it
was constructed until the rule of
Mohammed Ali.

In the Mameluke period, Sultan @ansoh
El-Ghowry in¢reased the strength of the
garrison quartered there and provided it
with weapons and equipments. When
the Ottoman Turks conquered Egypt,
they used the citadel for defense, as
they had done in the citadels of Cairo,
Damietta, Borollos and El-Arish, and
kept it in good condition. During the
reign of Mohammed Ali, he took interest
in fortifying the country and its coasts.
Thus, he renewed the damaged struc-
ture of @aitbay Citadel and repaired its
outer ramparts. When the English fleet
bombarded Alexandria in 11 July 1882,
the Citadel was severely damaged.

In 1904, the Citadel drew the attention
of the Arab Monuments Conservation
Committee, which collected all the
documents related to the Citadel.

Architectural Description of the
Citadel: The Citadel covers an area of
17550 m2 (more than 4 feddans). The
external ramparts and the military for-
tifications occupy much of the areaq,
while the main tower lies in the west end
of the northern side.

The main tower is a huge building
composed of three floors, 17 m high. Iis
ground plan is square (30 x 30 m2].
Cricular towers are set at its four cor-
ners. The fower is constructed of large
blocks of cut limestone. The height and
plan of the three floors are quite diffe-
rent, probably due to difterent func-
tions. Most of the ground floor is occu-

pied by the mosque. The second floor
has several rooms of differing areas,
perhaps for dwelling. The third floor
contains similar small rooms seperated
by corridors. they were likely used as
storerooms for weapons and ammnuni-
tion.

To fortify the Citadel, it was surrounded

‘with two successive ramparts built of
huge stone. The external ramparts sur-
round the Citadel on four sides, and
were built to protect the structure from
the outside. The internal ramparis were
built of stone on the east, west, and
south sides of the main tower. They are
seperated from the external ramparts
by a space which ranges from 10 to 15
meters. The internal ramparts contain
series of adjoining rooms (hawassel)
used as barracks for soldiers.

*x The @Qaitbay Citadel Resto-
ration Project:

As part of the series of projects of the
EAO to restore, beautify, and develop
the sites of ancient monuments
throughoutEgypt, a program was ini-
tiated to restore Qaitbay Citadel,
including detailed and architectural
preservation work.

The preservation work accom-
plished in the Citadel included cleaning
the entire site. All the lower (hawassel)
overlooking the sea were cleaned of the
accumulated rubbish. The chambers
and passages on the three floors of the
main tower were also cleaned.

The excavation work resulted in the
discovery of a huge water cistern at the
limits of the site, parallel fo the west side
of the main fower. The cistern was used
to store potable water for daily con-
sumption by the stationed troops.

A garden was established inside the
court of the Citadel. It is watered by
modern systems of irrigation in order to
avoid the problem of water leaking to
the foundations of the building.

The electrical network was
improved. Three of the external and
three of the internal hawassel were lit,
using soft lighting units, as examples.
The corridors, garden, and external
facades were also lit; lighting was
increased outside to better display the
citadel from different angles. The cir-

cuits were distributed through thick
plastic pipes which resist moisture.

Much effort was exerted in the
detailed conserviion work of the
wooden and stone elements, which had
been badly affected by dampness and
salts.

The most important architectural
restoration work in the main tfower
included the replacement of damaged
stones in the facades and the interior,
construction of new stone batlements,
and rebuilding the dome covering the
mosques’ sahn with red bricks after a
comparative study of Qaitbay’s other
establishements. The architectural res-
toration aiso included the hawassel
over looking the sahn, the northern
defensive ramparts and the external
ramparts.

* The Graeco-Roman Museum
Renovation Project:

The Graeco — Roman museum
erected in 1895 during the reign of
Khedive Abbas Helmy Il. It initially con-
sisted of eleven halls, which were
increased to 23, due to the increase of
archealogical excavation and resear-
ches. The EAO took over the total reno-
vation of the museum to achieve
modern systems of exhibition, in order to
correct the late state.

An uninterrupted circulation was
achieved according to the chrenolo-
gical sequence and development,
through connecting the east and west
wings of the museum building. The
museum is now composed of four basic
sections, the historical section reflecting
the history of Alexandria, the sculpture
section, the pottery section, and the
coins section.

The restoration scheme included
fine restoration of archaeological col-
lections of different kinds; textiles,
stone, marble, potiery, metals, giass,
etc.., architectural restoration, and
renovation of the electrical network and
main entrance.

The architectural restoration
included replacing all concrete floors
cement and mosiac tiles with «karara-»
white marble, removing old plaster, and
laying off new plastering for an area of
about 12000 m2. 120 new show cases
were constructed, and 500 aluminium
windows were assembled to give the
museum back its appropriate appea-
rance.
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HISTORICAL AWARENESS
AND THE YOUTH

The hopes pinned by the European West on the results of the
First World War have faded away in the atmosphere of the
economic crisis which had become aggravated in the thirties
of the present century. And there have appeared new schools
of historical thought that announced the death of History to
mankind. A pessimistic wave has, then, pervaded both poli-
tical and cultural life alike. Oswald Spengler’s hypotheses on
the death of civilizations in Europe, and those of the school of
Instrumentalism, in the United States, on the absurdity of His-
tory, both represented the darkest philosophies known by the
schools of historical thought, possibly since the Greek age,
that have emptied human history of its advantage. Despite its
attempt to assume an academic posture, it did not take long
before it re-vacated its position for traditional optimism of the
schools of history that have issued from the Hegelian phiio-
sophy since the last century, re-infroducing a renovated view
stressing the concepts of unity and advantage of history, as
well as the incessant progressive development of man’s
intellectual and material fundamentals throughout his long-
extended historical journey.

Such modern Hegelian schools began to adopt methods
ranging from ldealism to Materialism in their interpretation of
the significance of history. They have, completely or nearly,
agreed on the significance of man's role, together with his
historical awareness, in realizing a promising future for the
peoples. Such methods, that have enriched historical learning
in a manner unprecedented in historical studies, have
assumed a firmly - established pesture in the academic cen-
tres and the local or international eultural circles, in spite of
manifestations of the international crisis and struggles. The
UNESCO has embraced such a view in the conference on cul-
tural policies which convened in MEXICO in 1982. And the
recommendations were adopted on the importance of main-
taining the national identity of the Third World peoples, as
well as the need to be aware of the movement of history as a
necessity to face the challenges of our time and render suc-
cessful the social and economic development plans for such
peoples, through enriching both sentiments and intellects of
that human being, who is buslly engaged in realizing his
material and spiritual esteem by such plans.

The renaissance of the European West has been realized,
after the Dark Ages, through returnto the classical springs of
the Greeks and the Romans, considering they constitute the
traditional cultural structure of the European continent. And
the conscious resumed its progressive development throug-
hout history. There have issued from Europe gifts of modern

Dr Ahmad Kadry

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

10 o Dr ‘Allya Sheriff

Wesiern clvilization in arts, philosophy, logic, law, political
sciences, history, and mathematics. Likewise, the so-called
archaeological revolution in the sciences of antiquities has
broken out, since the beginnings of the nineteenth century,
when the writings of the classical historians on the ancient
civilization of the Near East, particularly in Egypt and Babylon,
gripped the imagination of the pioneers in the new field of
archaeological learning. The real start was deciphering of the
cryptic characters of the ancient Egyptian language by
Champollion, and both the Babylonian and Sumerian langu-
gages in ancient Iraq. Since then, philological researches and
scientific excavations have been following in concentrated
succession, so as to give us in the end a huge quantity of
archaeological documents forming clear archaeological
records of mankind in both their geographical and temporal
dimensions.

In sum, we can follow more clearly, in such archaeological
records of mankind, manifestations of the incessant progres-
sive course of development in history. And this is fo'be done by
setting apart the pure material part of such develoment from
the technique of stone implements in prehistoric ages, then
the technique of metals especially the bronze, up till the ele-
venth century B.C., when man succeeded in utilization of iron,
and then the civilization of the engine since the age of indus-
trial revolution in Western European civilization. From all this
we can derive definite conceptions on the significance of
historical awareness, as well as the necessity to stimulate it if
we are to scrutinize the movement of history. In truth, cultural
equilibrium is the direct result of historical awareness which is
to realize sentimental and intellectual integration between
the past and the present, and remove accumulations of mis-
conceptions that vex our feelings and may, sometimes, impel
us to exagerate or, perhaps, to lose our trust in some data of
our historical reality.

According to the famous Egyptian historian Ali Mubarak,
weakness of Muslims and nations of the Orient is due to their
neglect of historical sciences. Such a view is still stumbling,
after some hundred years, despite the necessities of national
comprehensive planning within the framework of an infensive
cultural and educational endeavour to raise the level of his-
torical awareness of our youths and citizens, considereng it as
the most important national cultural cause in our time.

Dr Ahmad Kadry
President of Egyptian
Antiquities Organization
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