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SYNOPSIS

Subjects of the Issue:

+ Cheops Boat:

The discovery of Cheops Boat is
considered one of the most
important archaeological dis-
coveries in the Modern Age, ever
since the discovery of King Tout
tomb. In the 26th of May 1954, two
rectangular pits were discovered
north of the Great Pyramid, one of
which contained this boat.

The 1224 wooden pieces cons-
tituting the boat were carefully
arranged in 13 layers according
to the principal sections of the
boat. The wooden pieces were
lifted, chemically treated, res-
tored and reassembled in a very
complicated operation which
took over 25 years of hard work.
Cheops boat is considered one
of the hughest archeaological
boats (43.4 m long, 59m wide,
1.78m. deep). It is composed of
four main parts, the prow, the
captain cabinet, 5 oars on each
side, the principal cabinet, and
the helm.

There are two difterent con-
ceplts regarding the function of
the boat. The first believe that it is
a solar bark to be used by
Cheops in his eternal trip. The
second opinion believes that it
was the funeral boat which car-
ried the body of the Cheops in his
frip to Abydos before it was
buried at Giza.

* Different Types of Boats used
by the Ancient Egyptian:

The ancient Egyptian used
boats in most of his daily-life
activities. The types of boats used
could be generally divided into
Daily-life Boats and Divine Barks.

Divine Barks are symbolical
boats. They were either gods
barks to be placed in the sacred
part of the temple and used in
transporting the statue of the god
from one temple to another on
the shoulders of the priests, or
Solar Barks to be used by the King
in his trip to the hereafter.

The Daily life Boats were used in
nile transporiation, for tranpor-
ting rocks from the south to north,
or in trading trips to Bont City...
etc. They were also used in hun-
ting trips and in funerals for
transporting the body of the King
to the wholly temple and finally to
his burial pit.

* Cheops Boat Museum:

After the boat was restored and
reassembled, it was decided to

build a museum on top of the pit
inwhich it was discovered. There
was great contradictions against
constructing a building in this
particular site.. so close to the
great pyramid. Thus, the archi-
tect designed the structural ele-
ments from concrete and steel
beams while all the facades were
fransperant double glass 24mm.
thick.

,The museum took the form of a
Huge ship. The discovered boat,
and the pit constitute the basic
part of the museum. It is com-
posed of a main entrance lobby
and a reception hall leading to
the main display hall, which con-
tains the boat. The boat is sur-
rounded by a gallery on three
levels to permit the visitors to see
the boat from all directions. The
ground floor also contains 5 dis-
play galleries used for exhibiting
phoios and small archaeolo-
gical pieces. The design
depended entirely on natural
illumination inorder to avoid any
technical complications due to
the use of electrical circuits.
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EDITORIAL:

Face to Face with the Stored Antiquities

Stored antiquities and curiosities constitute one of
the difficult problems that face the Organization of
Antiquities and those who are in charge of it. Since
December 1981, when the Organization of Antiquities
mobilized all its potentials to implement its national
plan in order to bring new life into the Egyptian cul-
tural legacy, the problem of the stored antiquities and
curiosities, whether in museums or in archaeological
areas, has been an object of great concern on the
part of the Organization. Such a problem is almost
equivalent in importance to the comprehensive
development achievements in museums and
archaeological areas, as well as the great restora-
tions of the antiquities and curiosities contained by
such museums and areas.

It is worth mentioning that most of the stored anti-
quities and curiosities were found in a state of very
bad decline. Some of them were even found
smashed. Such antiquities were either thrown under
the open sky year in, year out, facing the powers of
erosion which were extremely to their detriment, or
unscientifically stored in unfit storehouses thus being
subject to the harms of dampness and stacking.

When the Organization made its paln to face the
ptoblem it took account of the following:

First: to ease off stacking of antiquities and curiosities
in storehouses, in order to start developing such sto-
rehouses in the desired scientific manner, and to turn
them into more organized storehouses so as to give
learners and specialists the opportunity to become
easily acquainted with the antiquities they deal with in
their studies.

Secondly: to bring the priceless antiquities and curio-
sities out into the open, and exhibit them in order that
the public may have the chance to see them for the
first time, and to be informed of some important
aspects of the successive Egyptian civilizations.
‘Thirdly: Bad storage, due to the fact that it had not
been scientifically managed, had caused damage to
some monuments. Through stocktaking, it was possible
to find some scattered pieces, bring them together,
finely restore them, and have them entered in the
scientific arhaeological register, in such a way as had
not been followed before

Dr Ahmad Kadry

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

V0 o e Dr ‘Allya Sheriff

The Organization of Antiquities has started to deal
with the problem since the beginning of 1982. Due to
lack of space here, it is quite sufficient to demonstrate
the matter briefly as follows:

1- The Egyptian Museum:

Exhibition has been reconsidered in such a way that
gave the opportunity to bring out some of the stored
curiosities to be exhibited in the showrooms. Further-
more, it was decided to stage periodic shows in the
museum for the curiosities that have never been dis-
played before.

2- The Islamic Museum:

The Organization had managed to get additional
rooms in the adjacent public library so as to have the
chance to lay before the public almost a thousand
pieces of textile (Egyptian - Persian - Turkish), in addi-
tion to two wardrobes, twenty carpets of various kinds,
and four brass chandeliers (Mameluke - Turkish), all of
which were stored and have never been displayed
before. Morecver, they have regained their glamour
after restoration.

3- Salahuddine Citadel:

Development and restoration work in the Citadel has
given us the opportunity to release an enormous
quantity of the stored antiquities which were moved
on to the Citadel where they were finely restored.
Likewise, we have had the chance to reopen
Al-Gawharah Museum and exhibit the curiosities that
had been stored in.

4- The Coptic Museum:

Thanks to reopening of the old pavilion in the Museum,
as also application of modern ways of display all over
the Museum, there have been released hundreds of
the priceless archaeological pieces belonging to the
coptic era.

Thus, the plan made by the Organization to esta-
blish two museums for civilization both in Cairo and
Asswan, as also the tendency to establish regional
museums are but an objective obviation of such a
problem. The airport Museum is a contribution to this
direction

Dr Ahmad Kadry.
President of Egyptian Antiquities

Organization.
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