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SYNOPSIS

There are three main subjects:

prominent in the tomb.
1 Development project of the

The walls of the tombs were

valiley of

the kings:

The subject deals with restora-
tion and reinauguration of the
tombs of the valley for the first
tirne since they were disco-
vered in 1817.

Due to the fact that this area is
world famous as one of the
most imnportant tourist attrac-
tions, the Antiquities Organi-
zation has exerted iiself to
restore and preserve the
tombs of the area through its
compiehensive plan to pre-
serve our ndational civiliza-
tional legacy.

The valley of the kings lies in a
rocky arid aiea in Wesltemn
Thebes, for which reason il
was chosen by kings of the
New Kingdom {18th, 1¢th, and
20th Dynasties) to build their
tombs in.

The discovered tombs have so
far reached 62, all of which
are similar as to their archi-
tectural elements which are
linked with the ideological
thinking of the ancient Egyp-
tian in his envisagement of the
heredafter.

As an example, there is the
formb of Ramessis i, founder of
the 1%th Dynasty and grand-
father of Ramessis the Great.
The enfrance to the tomb
leads to a stagircase, a ramp
and a second staircase at the
end of which lies the burial
chamber, coloured grey as a
background to the scenes.
Deep interest in Maat, god-
dess of truth and jusfice, is

Ramessis | is seen, to the right
of the visitor, accompanied by
the gooddess offering wine to
Nefertum son of Ptah in the
triad of Memphis. On the west
wail, the solar bark is pulled
by four figures with the god
Atum slaying the evil serpent
Apopi underneath.

Restoration project of the
tomb of Pabasa:

Pabasa was one of the high
officials who served under
King Psamitik I. founder of the
twenty - sixth (saite) Dynasty.
The decorations on the walls
and pillars, with their still
vividly coloured religious and
daily life scenes. Pabasa can
be seen seated at a table
receiving offerings from his
son with @ representation of a
pet gazelle holding a lotus
flower by its mouth. Under his
seat, there are scenes of the
funerary procession and pil-
grimage to Abydos. The tomb -
now restored and prepared
for sighiseers - is of great
importance among the
Theban monuments and «
good example of its period in
Egyptian civilization.

Development of the anclent
town of El-Kab, and prepara-
tion of the fown to be one of
the tourist aftractive areaqs in
Upper Egypl. Ei-Kab town
dates back to the later phase
of the neolithie age. It con-
fains monuments that belong
to different periods, the most
important of which are the
tombs of the noble.

sooty and haunted by bats.
Therefore, the tombs have
been cleaned. Fasiness of the
colours has been established,
and the entrance has been
architecturally restored and
then the tombs have been
illumingted. A road has been
made to connect the tombs
with the tempies.

Furthermore, work is currently
going on to build a rest house
and a cafeteria with a tourist
garden. There will also be
buill an office for admission
tickets as well as three car-
parks.

* Tomb of Pabasa - the Upper buildings

of the tomb after Restoration

AR



EDITORIAL:

Cases of Restorations and Antiquifes

The Archaeological restorations, both architec-
tural and finely worked, which have been carried
out by the Egyptian Antiquities Organization during
the last thirty months are so huge and comprehen-
sive that they distinguish such a rather short period
by a special national charateristic, the echo of
which are currencily reverberating across local
and world circles of cuiture and information, which
refiect the significant indications of the heritage
achievements that have been accomplished in the
field of restoration and preservation of our national
archaeciogical legacy.

Creat deeds usuaily bring up vortices of serious
views and questions among people. A stream of
concern on the nationat ievel have been brought
out, being a phenomenon that we cannot but give
our blessing to, and see in it an upswing in the cui-
tural, historical and archoeological consciousness.

In spite of such a positive impulse in our cuitural
life, we cannot bul notice among such serious
concerns the grave lineaments of unscientific
aftempts to spoil the restorations that have been
carried out in such a manner os there has never
been one before throughout the history of Antigui-
ties Organization, since it was established in the fif-
ties of the last century. Such are attempts that can
be traced to some unknowns who are unabie to rise
to the new experience which has surpassed them,
with all what it represent of sclentific objectivism,
collective work, ethical vaiues, and falthfuiness to a
great cause,

Or they may be a result of individual struggles in
which the cultural field unfortunately abounds. Or
they may have been inspired by the ltalian rapa-
clous company which had been seeking to capita-

lize on the tragic condition of the Citadel befcre res:
toration in a purely commercial business. Hence, no
wonder such negative criticisms have centered on
the lofty achievement of Salahuddine Citadel in
particular, as well an the unigue youthful experience
that had accompanied the hercic restoration work
for the architectural and artistic elements of the
Citadel in its earlier stage, not fo mention other res-
torations which are not less of significance, or qua-
lity. whether in the Islamic, Coptic. or Egyptian anti-
quities, which are being carried out in full swing all
over our Egyptian Archaeological places, let alone
the restoration of thousands of archaeological
pieces and masterpieces of anclent art on the
occasion of developing our museums. All of such
work have been performed in an exquisite manner
which is unprecedented at any rate in the history of
the Antiguities Organization, as if the Citadel were
the only activity of the Organization during the last
years, which reflect the desperate aim of such par
tial atternpts.

Actually, such criticisms lack. right at the outset.
the simplest rules of criticism. Besides, the so call cri-
tics do not indicate plainly the nature of such criti-
cisms and their locations in the various sites of resto-
ration. Rather they carry on general words that are
not clearly defined, which dispossess such criticisms
of any value or meaning worthy of scientific discus-
sion. Furthermore, some of such -criticism contain
naive aftacks which are short of any scientific
objectivism, as on the other hand they reflect the
partial personal motives behind them.

Dr. Ahmad Kadry
Chelf of Egyplian
Antiqulitles Organization

Dr Ahmad Kodry Dr Wato® Assiddieq Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim
Mr Mahmoud ef-Hodidy Dr $Shawql Nakhlah Prof. Hazem Ibrohim
Dr Mohmoud Abderrazeq engr. Jozef Zak| Prof. Ahmad Komal Abdul Fottah
Dr Amal ol-'imary engr. Ahmaod Gabr Sheriff aroh. Nora Al-Shinnawy
Dr ‘Allya Sherdff engr. Nabli Abdessamie* arch. Hono’ Nabhon
\o Mr ‘AbduRich Al-'‘AHiar orch. Huda Fowdy






