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SYNOPSIS

FOUR MAIN SUBJECTS

* The Obelisk of Ramessis II,
opposite Cairo International Air-
port. A histrorical and scientific
review of its importance among
the Egyptian obelisks. The report
dwells upon the strenuous efforts
exerted by the experts of the
Egyptian Antiquities Organization
in relocation, restoration and
re-erection of the obelisk in its
present site.

The obelisk was moved away
from Tanis (Governorate of
Shargia), where there are siill
some other obelisks. The Antiqui-
ties Organization is considering
to relocate one of them to be
re-erected in front of the National
Museum planned to be esta-
blished in Al-Jezira grounds
(Cairo).

+ The Obelisk of Heliopolis
(Matariya). It is also known as the
obelisk of Sesostris |, which is all
that remains standing of his
temple at Heliopolis. The article
demonstrates the history of the
great monument which dates to
the age of the Twelfth Dynasty,
circa 1940 B.C. Heliopolis is con-
sidered as the source of the idea
of obelisks since the dawn of his-
tory. It was the capital of the thir-
teenth region of lower Egypt. Ifs
importance is also attributable to
its being an ideological centre.

The idea of a universal god that
had created the world and all
living things goes back to the
ancient doctrine of Heliopolis.

* Museum of Cairo Interna-
tional Airport which was recently
established by the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization in coo-
peration with Cairo International
Airport Organization. It is an exci-
ting record which gives the Egyp-
tian as well as the foreign guests
a general view of the elements of
the Egyptian civilization. It gives
them, too, a cultural incentive to
be more informed of the exploits
of such civilization. The new
museum is especially useful for
the guest who had not got time
enough to visit the main national
museum. The Antiquities Organi-
zation thus offers him a chance to
cast a quick glance on the
achievements of the ancient
Egyptian throughout history and
prehistory. The museum is a
reflection of the great culture of
man in Egypt and an epitome of
his civilivizational and intellec-
tual advancement.

* The Tombs at Beni Hassan: The
first stage of development work.
Such tombs constitute one the
most important archaeological
areas on the eastern side of the
Nile, at Al-Minya governorate.
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They are 39 tombs, the history of
which dates back to the Middle
Kingdom (2134) 1778 B.C.) The
report deals also with the scien-
tific efforts achieved as yet to res-

- tore, clean, and illumine four

tombs within the framework of a
comprehensive plan to develop
the whole area of Beni Hassan.

The newely developed tombs
are:

A) The tomb of Amenemhat no. 2
who was a ruler in the reign of
Sisostris I, who was the second
king of the twelfth dynasty (1972-
1928 B.C.). It consists of a loggia
the roof of which rests on two
octagonal columns. Behind
them, there is a vaulted entrance
hall and the gate of the tomb. The
entrance leads to the main hall
which is supported by two lines of
columns, with two columns in
each line.

B) The tomb of Khum-hotep no. 3,
who was one of the rulers in the
reign of king Amenemhat Il (1930-
1895 B.C.).

C) The tomb of Bakt no. 15, a ruler
in the reign of the eleventh
dynasty (2134-1991 B.C.).

D) The tomb of Khety no. 17 which
belongs to another ruler of the
same dynasty.

eV E



Editorial

Obelisks are one of the symbolic characteris-
tics of the Egyptian civilization that have been,
since the dawn of history, connected with helio-
latry and the philosophy of the genesis of exis-
tence taught in Hellopolis university, the most
anclent centre of learning In the history of man.
Just as they were aiso linked with the Pyramids,
the Egyptian temples, as well as the spiritual,
artisitc and political life, In the same manner
during the ages of that civilization.

The Greeks, and the Romans after them have
been so enamoured of the aesthetic and abstract
values In such towering embiem of ancient Egypt
that the Romans had, since the time of Emperor
Augustus In the first century of the Christian era,
taken away some tens of those obelisks fo Rome
and Byzantium. There have been raised in Rome
such a great collection of more than eighteen
obelisks, eleven of them at least are relocated
from Egypt, that it has been named the «CITY OF
OBELISKS~. The French did also move away during
the reign of Mohammad Aly and king Louls Phi-
lippe 1832 A.D. an obelisk that was set up In the
Place de la Concorde, the greatest of Paris
squares. In London, too, there was raised, In the
last century, an obelisk in Trafalgar square on the
bank of river Thames. There has been oo an
Egyptian obelisk in Central Park, New York, since
the beginning of the century.

Such great obelisks that are planted In the
greatest of European and American squares give
lofty evidence for the greatness of Egypt’s civiil-
zation, at the same time when Egyptian squares
and capitals are deprived of them, except the
Obelisk of Hellopolls (Matarlya) which Is situated
in a place far away from the eyes of the people,
and the Obelisk of Ramessis Il which Is situated In
Al-Jezira grounds, and which has become, after
the erection of Cairo Tower In its vicinity, In an
aesthetic state Incommensurate to Its value as a
sight. Moreover, such state does not give the cul-
tural and aesthetic Impression to Cairo people.

Dr Ahmad Kadry

Mr Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-'Imary

Vo wwpe Dr ‘Allya Sheriff

1 1 ¥ T —————————————

Since a complete, well-defined and manifest
national policy and philosophy was drawn up
towards our national archaeological heritage, it
has been the duty of the Egyptian Antiquities
Organization, within the framework of such view,
and for the sake of raising the level of the citizens’
public historical awareness, and adoning our
capitals with some towering monuments of our
heritage connecting the past with the present, to
embark upon implementation of some plan In
order to realize such obviously significant
national goals.

The Organization has actually relocated an
obelisk of Ramessis Il dating back to the tweifth
century B.C., from the vicinity of Tanis, where
there have been some broken obelisks thousands
of years ago, to the open square of Cairo Inferna-
tional Airport. The obelisk was restored as a pre-
liminary step toward its setting up on a raised
platform, shaped as the front of an anclent Egyp-
tian temple, and surrounded by a more-than - 20
feddans public garden. It was so designed In
order fo greet some seventeen million persons,
both Egyptians and foreigners, who use the air-
port throughout the year, according to the statis-
tics of Cairo International Alrport Organization.

An exact «412m» replica ofRamessislistatue has
been recently made In order to be set up at
nearly the beginning of the airport road to be the
last monument seen by those who depart from
Egypt through Cairo Infernational Airport. Ano-
ther exact «5m» replica of another statue of
Ramessis Il is to be set up at a distance of some
hundreds of metres from the site of the new obe-
lisk facing the arrivals coming to Egypt through
the Airport.

We can establish the fact that what has been
accomplished within the framewerk of such plan
Is confirmation for the role of modern Egypt by
sefting Its obelisks up as fine aesthetic sights, just
as was done by both Europe and America, as also
fo pride ourseives upon the archaeological
explolts reflecting the gift of the Egyptian inge-
nuity of which land such obelisks went out to
adorn the most important capitals of Europe and
America Just as this obelisk Is now adorming our
Egyptian capital city.

Dr Wafa’ Assiddleq

Dr Shawgl Nakhiah

engr. Jozef Zakl

engr. Ahmad Gabr Sheriff
engr. Nabll Abdessamie*
Mr “‘Abdullah Al-‘Aftar

Prof. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Faftah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hana' Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy
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