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SYNOPSIS

SUBJECT OF THE ISSUE:

THE CITADEL OF SALAH EL-DINE
(579H - 1783 A.D.)

The Egyptian Antlquities Organization
Is currantiy Inlflating an ambitious res-
foration renaissance In an aftfempt to
preserve our tHich natienal heritage. The
development and restoratlon of the
Citade]l of Salah ei-Dine is considerad
one of the first achlevements In this
field. This issue lllustrates part of the
archifectural and detalied restoration
work execuied In the southwesiern
section of the Cifadel, together with the
new achlevements executed by the
Crganization in the areaq, l.e. the Anil-
quities Gorden Museum, Royal Car
riages Museoum.. elc. It Is worth mentio-
ning that the restoration and develop-
ment of the northeas? section was fllus-
frated In a previous Issus.

Mosque of Mohammed Aly:
(1828 - 1848 A.D.)

The mosque was built during the relgn
of Mohammed Aly Pasha In the Byzon-
tine style. The restorailon scheme In the
monument Included:-

+ Cleaning the facades uptiil the end of
the minarets and removal of the saot
accumuiated on them, together with the
restoration and reassembling of lead
sheeis on the domes c<¢overing the
mosque, this work covered an area of
400m%. The smalf domes around the
court [El-Shan) were ireated and res-
tored.

+ Resloration of marble covering the
walls of the mosque trom Inside ond
oufside, and the morble ablutlon foun-
fain in the middie of the court, the work
coverod 30.000m2.

+ Restoration of the Clock’s Tower, and
the wooden cupoia and iis decorations
above the founialn of ablution.

+ The deialled restoration inside the
mosque inciuded the restoration of all
carpeis (1 6.000m2], the wooden podulm
of the orator, and the burlal ground of
Mohammed All.

Al-Gawhara Palace:- (1814 -1814
A.D)

Al-Gawhara Pailoce iles In the
southwestern part of the Cliadel. it was
srecied during the relgn of Mohammed
All an the Mameluke ruins dafing back
fo Quaitbay ond Sullan el-Ghouri. The
Organization decided jo restore
El-Gawharg Paiace after the fire which
damaged Ii serlously In 1972, The resio-
ratien scheme Inciude rebuliding the
enfrance, restoring the unique ailabaster
bathroom in Its orlginal styie. The whole
buliding was palnted in the some colour
as the original.

The developmeni aisce Included
cleaning & restoring the facades of the
Palace of Justice and the Colnage
House; speclal ¢are was given to the
londscape of the plaza Infront of the tweo
palaces.

Mosgue of El-Nasser Mohommed
(773H - 1335 A.D.)

This mosque was erected by Sulian
Ei-Nasser, In the Mameluke period. Most
of the decomitlve elements In the
mosgue had vanished by the effect of
fime especlaliy those In the wooden
cellings. The only remalning elements
are the Inscriptions on the doeme. The
restoration scheme included ail the
archlfectural and decorative elements
of the mosque:

= Restoratlon and cleaning of all
facades and fixing ceramic tlles up il
the end of the minarets In the original
¢oiours.

. U5} )l —

+ Consolidation of the foundations and
changing the dumaged siones inside
ond ouislde; together adding the mis-
sing upper ¢crensllations in thelr original
style.

» Treatment and restorallon of ail
marbie ond gronite columns covering
an area of 2000m2,

New Achlevements:

Antiquities Garden Museum:
An open museum was erecled on an
area of [9000m2). It ¢centoins Isilamic
ontiquifles, columns, poiteries, ... ete.
which dale baock fo the Ayoubld,
Momeluke, Offoman, ond Mohammed
Aly period. These Antlquities were res-
jored by the Restoration Center for
islomlc and Captic Aniiquitles. The
garden also confalns a ¢afeteria and
restaurant and a center for selling casts
and models.

Royal Carriages Museum: The
Museum contalns carrlages used by the
family of Mohammed Aly. Full slze sta-
fues were used to give a complete
impresslon of the perlod.

Excabatlons:

within the tramework of the deve-
lopment project two areas were chasen
for some soundings and excavatlons.
Excavatlons in the first areaq, sihuated In
the northem sectlan round the dome of
Sidi Mechammed Ai-Kahki, ended with
the discovery of an archifectural group
which opens directly on the discovered
streets, together with some other
Important discoverles.

Excavailons In the second areq,
sltuated around the entrance door to
Sulah Salem Avenue ended with the
discovery of one of the huge walis Inside
the Citadel In the area which had baen
occupled by milltary forces workshops.
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EDITORIAL:

e 15 0 0 L ——

A View of Antiquities
and Restoration Causes

Egypt, and no other countries In the worid, is distinguished for
being the cradle of the human civillzation that has consecutively
developed on its soll in the course of history, and which is put on
record by the towering sighis of the most anclent clvilization on
earth. The material remnants of such clvilizatlon, be # existent
above the earth or undemeath it, In museums or in stores of
anfiquities, and which represent incessant successive ages
extending from prehistory up #iill the last century, are considered
as the biggest natural museum all over the worid, which granted
Egypt its momentous cultural and civillatlonal prestige.

This Is to demonstrate the grea! responsibiiity we have to
shoulder and the huge challenge we are to face at present, In
vilew of the necessity to deal with the cause of our archasclo-
gical legacy on the basls of a radical and comprehensive plan,
especlally when most of our prestiglous monumentis so deterlo-
rated that their sight has become a cause of pubilec shame that
was felt by ail of us. Thus, If was necessary to faunch, in the
¢ourse of the next iweo aor three decades, a national endevour as
a sort of soilvation. A defalled natlonal 5-year plan has been
actually worked out to develop the main museums, 1o establish
new ragional museums, and to do ¢comprehensive restorations to
the archaeclogical sighis. During the last two years since Jan.
1982, we have been past the plan made tor such phase, and the
desired targets have been reallzed both In quaiity and in quan-
Hity.

I am quite interested in this regard e broach briefly some
clearly defined poinis of vew as foliows:

1- Sin¢ce our nallonal archaeologlcal legacy Is, as a natlonal
weaith, of the greatest importance to the future of our cultural,
tourist, and economical life, the brisk performance, currenty
carried out by the Egyptian Antiquities Organization Is quite
necessary and must be pursued, due to the fact that we are In
raal danger of losing most of the elements of such legacy,
especially In Islamic Cadiro, It the average performance
departs graduaily from what Is going on at present.

Dr. Abmad Kadry
Mr. Mahmoud E) Hadidy
Dr.Shawki Rakhla

Editing Staft:

Eng. Joseph Zaki
Eng. Ahmad Gabr Sherit
Dr.Alia Sherif.

In order to go beyond underdevelopment and to ¢ope suc-
cessfully with the soclal and economic probiems of our time,
there must be a kind of integratlon beiween such legacy and
our confemporary generations. Hence the necessity to
reconsider the nationail curriculums of education with regard
fo the subject of History and Antiquities.

Cultural and archaeoigical travels, being the backbone of
foreign European tourism, especlally in Egypt, must be
encouraged through inauguration of new archasological
areqs, museums, or sights, by maintaining the efforts of resto-
ratlons and development as well as rendering of more cultural
and tourist services.

The future of the cultural movement in Egypt depends upon
the capocity of modern Egypilan populace for belng favou-
rable to an advanced and comprehensive artistic culiural
resurgence, the elevation of the public level of historical ¢ivi-
lizational consclousness, and the role of the State in this res-
pect, because history, as cogltations and sentiments, Is the
origin of ali such arls.

The wide-scale restoratlons achleved as yet by the Anfiqultles
Organization at the least rafionallzed expense, prove that
rotlonalization is a national necesslty that must be empha-
slzed.

The current expetience of the Antlquilles Organization, des-
plte the blg expiolts that have been accomplished so far
within lis framework, Is liable to abortion iIf 11 is overcome by
powers of frustration and traditional hindrances that black Iis
way. Hence the nessity to study such obstacles so as to be
¢ertain of the necessary continuity of the experience within a
purely natlonal framework.

Dr. Ahmad Kadry
Egyptian Antiquities
Organization Chelf

Dr. Abdelbakl Ibrahim
pr. Ahmad Kamai Abdelfatah
Dr. Amal El Amary

Eng.Hassanain Mehamad
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