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SYNOPSIS

SUBJECT OF THE ISSUE:-

«<Mamelukes Desert Monuments»

The eastern cemetry, Mamelukes
Desert, lies northeast Cairo City, and is
considered one of the most important old
archaeological cemetries. It includes 20
domed tombs, 9 of which are annexed fo
mosques. The whole archaeological
group dates back to the 15th century.

Taking into consideration the impor-
tance of Islamic monuments at the
Mamelukes Desert, The Egyption Antiqui-
ties Organization initiated a restoration
and preservation scheme for some of
these monuments. The first stage of the
restoration includes the removal of
accumulated sand and wastes around
and inside the monuments, surrounding
them with fences and green areas, in
addition to the treatment and detailed
resioration of the decorative elements
made of wood, metals, and marble.

The restoration scheme included the fol-
lowing work:

FIRST: Architectural
Detailed Restoration:-

and

- Mosque and Khangah of Farag Ibn
Barkouk: (813H - 1411 A.D)

The restoration work included the
removal of accumulated sand and
wastes behind the southeast facade and
surrounding it with a fence. The floors
were tiled with the same kind of tiles as the
original. The detoriorated parts of the
facades, inner walls, and vaults were
dismounted and rebuilt. All destroyed
architectural elements were replaced
including iron grill windows in the south-
west facade and inner court, staircases,
wooden doors in the east and west hermi-
tage (khalawi), and 115gypsum windows.

— Dome of Gany Bey el-Ashrafi: (831H
-1427 A.D).

The work included two stages; the
reassembly of upper wooden and iron

mesh windows in the dome, and the
mechanical cleaning of the dome from
outside.

— Dome of Korkomas: (947H - 1511 A.D.)

The work included assembling new iron
grills on the windows and a wooden door.

— Khanqah El-Ashraf Barisbay:

The restoration work included the
replacement of deteriorated stones, win-
dows, and doors in the facades. rebuil-
ding the ruined fences of the Khanqah
together with the mechanical cleaning of
the facades, dome, minaret, and wooden
and marble decorative elements which
were furtheron restored and treated.

— Monastery (takyia) of Ahmed Abu
Seif:-

The work included completing the
execution of the fences and the two
facades of el-Sabil according to the
archaeolegical originals, assembly of a
wooden door, iron grills, and wooden
panels for all windows on the principal
facades, and mechanical cleaning of all
stones.

— Raba’ of Sultan @aitbay: (877 H —
1472 A.D)

The work included disassembling and
rebuilding the detoriorated stones in the
facades, reassembling the wooden cei-
lings and iron grill windows of the upper
floor according fo the originals, and
mechanical cleaning of the facades.

— Mosque of Sultan el-Asharf Qaitbay
(877 H - 1474 A.D)

The work inlcuded dismounting and
reassembling the ruined parts,of the outer
and inner walls of the mosque, sabil, and
hawasil, tiling the floor of the principal
entrance of the mosque and el-Sabil,
together with the mechanical cleaning of
facades, minarets, dome, and decorative
elments.

Second: lllumination and
Embellishment:

The work included the execufion of a
new eleciricity networks for both Farag
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Qaitbay water wheel located eastnorth
of the mosque.

Ibn Barkouk and Qaitbay mosques. Huge
amounts of accumlated sand and wastes
infront of Barkouk Mosque were removed,
and’ the opened spaces around it and
Quitbay mosque were planted. Accum-
lated sand and wastes were also
removed from the water wheel of Qaitbay
which was almost effaced.

- Third: Excavations:

« Excavations in khanqah el-Ashra
Barisbay:-

The excavation work in, this site is cor
sidered the most important ene in th
areq, as il is the first complete excavatio
done in the area. Excavations reveale
the ruins of the khanqah, which wer
almost vanished.

» Excavations in the Monastery o
Ahmed Abu Seif:-

The work started by removing hugs
amounts of sand and wastes, which leat
to the discovery of the original plan of the
monument and its different architectura
elements, in addition to the discovery of
private sabil (public fountain) in the no
thern corner of the northwest facade an
some tombs in the courtyard of th
monastery.
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EDITORIAL:

Within the framework of an all-out treatment of
the cause of Islamic legacy in ancient Cairo, the
Egyptian Antiquities Organization is currently car-
ring out a pioneer achivement on Sahra'ul
Mamaluk archaeological areda, overtopping
Al-Darrassah quarter, for the purpose of landsca-
ping the whole areaq, reattaching its inhabitants
with the surrounding antiquities, and developing a
rationalized conscious relationship between the
modern Egyptian human and his legacy, o the
credit of the cause of enhancing the degree of
archaeological and historical consciousness in
general, in addition to embarking boldly on the
pressing problems of such areas, through removal
of unlawful cases of occupancy and emphasizing
the historical character of modern buildings so as
to keep them in harmony with the surrounding
antiquities.

All is being carried out within the framework of an
intensive endeavour to remove refuse and aggre-
gates, to level and pave the roads, and tc develop
gardens as well as appropriate cultural and tourisf
facilities, together with painting the modern buil-
dings adjacent to the archaeolagical architeciural
elements in a unified and suitable colour; let alone.
by the very nature of the case, the architectural
and finely worked archaeological restorations of a
complete group of antiquities including the towe-
ring religious and urban monuments belonging to
a bright era in the history of Cairo and Egypt, even
the Islamic world; namely the era of the towery
Mameluke sultans.

The core of such new conception in our dealing
with the huge challenge as represented in the his-
toric monuments of Cairo - the greatest city in the
world of the Middle Ages to retain more than five

hundred antiquities-is that the periodic or parial
resiorations no longer are a successful solution, due
to the hugeness of such civilizational challenge.
Hence the adopiion of a comprehensive restora-
lional philosophy in order ‘o preserve comple:e
archaeological groups ‘hrough cooperation of
youthful siudents, leading personalities of the
quarner direcily, and the Organization of Antiqui-
ries. in addition to laying down the firmly esta-
blished rules o develop and landscape the quarter
where such groups are situated. Our experience of
the Citadel restoriions, including both architectural
and finely worked resioration of tens of architec-
wral elements had been the melting pot in which
the principles of such comprehensive philosophy of
resioraiion and developmen! have been crystal-
lized.

Today we are dealing with Sahra'ul Mamaleek
group and the surrounding areda, and tomorrow
there begins ihe second phase in the restorations of
Salah el-Dine Citadel and especially elements of
the walls and buildings overlooking Al-Romeila
Square, logether with both Al-Sultan Hassan and
Al-Rifaa’y Mosques, as well as Darb Allabbanah
group of ancient monuments, all of which is carried
out within a framework of a complete restorational
endeauour irying fo achieve the goals and high
aspirations afforded 1o us by such a new philo-
sophy, which truly represents our national concep-
lion of a cause that no longer is possible to be
boldly embarked upon-it we are true to ourselves
and consciences — save out of such comprehen-
sive philosophy as the starting point.

Dr. Ahmed Kadry
Chairman of the
Egypfian Anfiquities Organization

Dr. Ahmad Kadry

Editing Staff:
Dr. Shawki Nakhla

Mr. Mohammad El Hadidy

Eng. Joseph Zaki Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Eng. Ahmad Gabr Dr. Ahmad Kamal
Sherif Abdelfatah

Dr. Alia Sherif. Dr. Amal El Amry
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