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SYNOPSIS:—

Subject of the Issue: The Citadel of Salah
El-Dine (572 - 579 H - 1176 - 1783 A.D.)

The Citadel is a grand city surrcunded
by great walls furnished with towers. it was
built on consecuitive stages and is formed
of two sections the northeast section (Kallet
El Gabai) was erected during the regin of
Salah Ei-Dine El-Avoubi, aond was com-
pleted by his successors El-Adel and
El-Karnal, The southeast section was cons-
fructed by varicus rulers from Salah El-Dine
fill Mohamed Ali.

Since 1971 A D. when Khedive lsmail left
the Citadel to Abdine Palace. it ceased to
be the center of pawer and administration
s it used ta ke in the Islarmic history of
Egypt. Since then elements of corruphon
accumulated and reached its worst in the
late stages; a fact which necessitated
fotal restoration in the old pars of the
citadel, and in particuiar the wolls and
fowers. An ambitious scheme for the resto-
ration and development of the Citadel,
was therefore initiated by the Antiguities
Crgonization, under the supervision of Dr
Ahmad Kadry, The first stage of resteoration
sfarted in February 41283 and ended in
August 1283, We hereby iliustrate part of
the architectural ond detoiled restoration
work clone in the northeast section of the
Citadel.

Restoration of Walls and
Towers:-

The restcration of the walls and fowers,
ir the northeast section constituted a large
patt of the first stage of development. The
damaged stores were reploced. the
foundations of the walls were strengthend.
and the gaps and kreaks were filled. The
stone battlements were built as well s
paris of the missing or dornoged architec-
tural elerments; this included the tower
El-Mokattam down till the tower
tl-Maballal in the northern area of the
citadel, and the lowers of B-Mekawssar,

El-Eimam, and El-Ramlah in the edadster
side. The restoration work also included
rearranging the inclinaiion of the sand
and rocks in front of the walls of the citadel
through digging sond and earth armoun-
fing to nearly 50.000m < inorder to accer-
fuate these walls, in addition to the resto-
ration of the inner walls seperating bet-
ween the various components of the
Citadel, lke the wall of El-Nasser
Mohomead lkbn Galowun.

«Borg Al-Turfah; is considerad one of the
greatest towers of the northeast section, os
it covers an area of Y00mZ. The tower and
its antiquities was restored for visits as
sarmple for a defensive tower from the
Ayoubid period. New discoveries proved
that the tweo inner sections of the tower are
directly linked inorder fo facilitate defen
sive action. which is contradictory 1o wha'
was published in Creswell’s references or
the Citade| {which stated that the two sec
tions of Borg Al-Turfah cre completel.
seperated).

- Mosque of Soliman Pasha

Efc[s,riyat el. Gabal) (535 H. 1141

This mosque was built by Prince El. Mor-
tady Magd el-kKhelaafa, and restared by
saliman Pasha el-Khadem, in @35H.. 1o be
the first mosgue consfructed in pure
Ctioman style in Egypt. Recently, the
mosque had recched a defaricrated
condition gnd was unsuitcble for proyer.
The restoration scheme for the monument
included phetographing all the architec-
tural elements from the inside and oufside
pefore staring the restoration work: all the
decorative glements were  studied,
redrown, and documented. The architec-
tural ond detaled restoralion inciuded
changing daomoged stones, reinforce-
rnent of foundations. removal of layer of
white painling and accurnulated smoke,

restoraticn and cleaning of marble and
wooden parts of the mosque, court, and
annexed tornbs, in oddition fo adding -
ceramics to the cupolo ond minareks in
the original style.

some of the metol accesseries used in
Sarivot el-Gabal Mosque, affer restoro-
fion.

The Oftoman iombstones of Sidi
Sariyatel Gabal, after restoration.
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Antiquities and Restoration

Egypt and no other countries of the world is distinguished for
being the cradie of human civilization. There have been raised
on its soil, effusively in succession, the lofty sights of the most
ancient civilization that hos given to man in general and to
modern scientific culture in porticular a great multitude of
achievements and concepts in the fields of architecture, arl,
religion, and science in the same manner. The material vestiges
of such civilization are lantamount to the largest natural museum
on earth, which granted Egypt such @ high-ranking cuitural and
civilzationadl place that constitutes o significant and influencing
taclor in our political, cullural, and sconomic relations alike.

Hence the grect responsibility and the big challenge we have
to tace at present, due to the fact that it is extremely important fo
deal with the cause of our archaecological legacy out of o com-
prehensive and radical viewpoint. considering that the renais-
sance of modern Egypt connot civilizationally materialize and
yield its social, sconomic, and cultural fruits save by setting the
heart of our contemporary nation on such legacy, through clos-
sing its vestiges with the world heritage, with regard to restorc-
fion, development and preservation on the cne hand, and
increasing the historical and archaeological consciousness of
our comman citizens and youths on the other.

Ever since the sestablishment of o department for Egyphian
antiquities in the fifties of the last century, and o committee tor
Arab and Istamic legacy in the eighties of the same cenlury,
fhere began, for the first fime in the history of modern Egypt, a
scientific tfreakment of our archasological heritoge, dlthough it
tock on, for purely academic recsons, a form of learning and
excavations. while restoraion and preservation of e legacy
maostly remained second in importance atsuch stage, which was
morked by a sort of alien cultural and political hegemony, that
brought about such a severe exhaustion of our antiquities of

which American and European museums boasted in the course
of the last century.

Such a cultural hegemony persisted in dominating the desti-
nies of our archaeclogical legocy uniil the egyptianization of
the Anfiquities Department, immedialely after the start of July
Revoiution in 1952.

} do not go beyond facts it | declare that restoration work was
nothing but a periodic upkeep by the very nature of the case,
quite os if was only o partial one-man job representing no com-
prehensive philosophy of restorgtion. Let it suffice you 10 know
that Egyptian nagtional museums hove not enjoyed any kind of
care since the beginning of the twentieth century until they,
together with the neglecied antiquities areas, become a cause
of public shame which was our common offliction.

Such was the deterioration of antiquilies in general and Cdiro
Isicmic sights in particular that numbers of their elements were
about to crumble, which necessitated making < sort of national
endeavour in the course of the following two or three decades,
s0 as to save the worsening sikuation.

The Organization of Antiquities has been, since 1981, in a state
of comprehensive mobilization. it has actuclly drown out o
detailed S5-year national plan in order to deveiop the main
museums, estabiish new regional museums, as well as a national
museum in Cairo for Egyptian civilization, and another museum
in Asswan for Nubion aniiquities. The plan, likewise, includes
comprehensive restoration and decordation of archoagological
areqs.

Dr Ahmad @adry
Chairman - Egyptian
Antiquity Authority

Dr. Ahmad Kadry
Editing Staff;

Dr. Shawki Nakhig

Mr. Mohammad El Hodidy

Eng. Joseph Zaki Dr. Abdelbaki tbratyim

Eng. Ahmad Gabr Dr. Ahmad Kemal
Sherif Abdetlfatah

Dr. Afia Sherif. Dr. Amo! El Amry
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