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EDITORIAL:

Archaeological restoration work which is partly architectural and partly finely
worked, as well as development work of museums are tantamount to the history of
the ancient monument that must be recorded with all its niceties, and with open
declaration of its fundamentals for generations to come, within the framework of
efforts exerted to preserve our national legacy of ancient monuments. There have
been a lot of archaeological restoration work in Egypt in the course of ancient his-
tory. Such work, as was only natural, was not out on record, nevertheless it is, as an
example, of great significence when carrying out any present scientific restorations.
Hence it may be of the greatest importance to have modern archaeological resto-
rations recorded and published so as to put all specialists to the full picture of
achievements accomplished in this respect, for the sake of scientific research on the
one hand, as well as to prepare a comprehensive book for the future on the other.

Egyptian Antiquities Organization has found its object of desire to publish in this
connection on the pages of «Alam Al-Benaa» magazine due to its specialization in
architecture at both scientific and academic levels, its widespread readership both
in Egypt and abroad, and the possibility of publishing excerpts in a foreign lan-
guage in addition to Arabic. The pursued requirements of both recording and
spreading are thus equally realized.

In fact, ther are numerous world schools of restoration as well as numerous spe-
cialized centres that carry out researches in such a significant field of restoration
activities. All of them are in close scientific touch with Egyptian Antiquities Organiza-
tion, with which they compare notes. Thus the Organization keeps always in touch
with he latest theories and ideas in the world of restoration. It has pursued a plan
that depends on selecting such an appropriate philosophy of restoration that must
be followed toward each monument apart from others; in so much that restoration is
in the service of the monument without freezing up ata certain conceptthatmay not
sometimes be the ideal one. That is a sort of necessary pliancy in the Egyptian
legacy in view of the huge differences concerning history, ages, materials and
architectural style of the elements of such heritage extending from pre-historic ages
until the last century.

The Egyptian school of restoration represented in the Egyptian Antiquities Organi-
zation with its concept of slectivity has been greatly esteemed and appreciated by
international centres of restoration; especially after the great restorative achieve-
ments it had accomplished in the Citadel, the Egyptian Museum, the Islamic
Museum, the Coptic Museum, as well as many other ancient Islamic and Egyptian
monuments.

Scientific publication of restoration work on the pages of «ALAM AL BENA» maga-
zine, is apt, as far as we can judge, to play an important role not only in realization of
the afore-said objectives, but also in augmenting the archaeoclogical, historical,
and restorative consciousness with all people including specialist, engineers, resto-
rers, and even the common readers, who are attracted by the legacy and its related
architectural, artistic, and aesthetic contents.

Dr. AHMAD KADRY

SYNOPSIS

SUBJECT OF THE ISSUE:

The development of the Coptic
Museum and resoration of its archeolo-
gical elements, together with the
archeological area surrounding the
museum at Masr Adima: A huge effort
was exerted in the framework of a com-
perhensive plan initiated by the Egyptian
Antiquities Department for the develop-
ment and restoration of the archeological
museums all over Egypt, under the super-
vision of Dr. Ahmad Kadry, President of the
department, in co-operation with Eng.
Joseph Zaki, Mr. Mounir Basta, and Dr.
Shawki Nakhla.

The Coptic Museum: The museum has
reached lately, a detoriorated condition
which necessitated a rapid interference
by specialized experts. The development
and restoration scheme included the
structural and architectural restoration of
the Old Wing (1915), the New Wing (1947),
the Roman Tower. exterior gardens, and
facades, together with the fine restoration
work of the displayed archeological col-
lections. The development scheme also
included the establishment of new buil-
dings to fulfil the increasing needs of the
museum and its visitors; these included a
cafeteria, a ticket booth, and a gift shop.

Roman Castle of Babilyon: The huge
castle was built during the Roman rule in
98 A.C. Part of the Mo'alaka Church and
the Old Wing of the Coptic Museum are
built on top of the Roman Castle. The res-
toration work done here included sfruc-
fural treatment by injection and strutting,
together with the replacement of
decayed stones.

El-Mo’alaka Church (the Hung Church):
The Church, which dates back to the 4th
century, is so called because it was built
on fop of the Reman Castle. It is famous for
its unigue method of construction, as it is
constructed on a wooden floor made of
palm cleaves. The basic part of the resto-
ration scheme was directed to the struc
tural elements of the church which were
deeply affected by subterranian water
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