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AL MAWAL NWES:
* The Center of Planning & Architec- / y
tural Studies (CPAS) received a — el

nomination from the 1983 Aga K T “).'- v
Khan Award for Islamic Architec-

ture, to present its building for the

international  competition which

takes place in Geneva, Switzerland.

CPAS building was designed by Dr.

Abdelbaki Ibrahim and considered

as an example for the contemporary

Islamic architecture in Egypt.

* The Center received an invitation
from the Social Services & Com- @B._H \J” J’""‘J‘ U‘”

mercial Buildings Dept. in Abu
Dhabi to compete in an interna-
tional competition for planning one
of the central locations under deve-
lopment in the city of Abu Dhabi.

The project will be expanded on two
sides of main streets, 2172 km. long, /
on 36 hictar area. It is basicly resi-

dential with center services for the - .=
whole city, including hotels, admi- () Jrmmmemri O £
nistration buildings, car parks. The

compelition program includes the

planning of the surrounding area of

the project,

* All working drawings, tender

documents, and bill of quantities for g
the National Rice Institute (NRI),
Ministry of Agriculture’s project
with the cooperation of the United
States of America International w
Development (USAID) have been

duly presented by the Center. The

project is in the city of Sakha, Kafr
El-Sheikh, on an area of 10 feddans.

It consists of a research center,
laboratories and training center, = U.‘.Lt.:‘_._s,.;
lectures and ineetings hall, appart- C_'—‘,v
ments for experts and laborers seed

cleaning and testing station, sto-

rages, workshop and repair buil-

dings, green and net houses, power

house, sewage pumping station and

water tank, besides infrastructure

networks.

tuJ‘-—- Gt :)—"""-
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The work in Casablapca by Candilis’s
team was taken up by other architects
who continued constructing housing
schemes for the masses. Among them
was a young Swiss architect, Andre
Studer who, in collaboration with the
architect Jean Hentsch, designed his
own type of housing for the city of
Casablanca in 1953 which was built in
1954-1955. (19) One of the best solu-
tions of the time, Studer’s scheme was
for housing low income Morocean
families. Basing his design on the
Islamic way of living as well as on
older forms of housing dating back to
Pharonic Egypt, he came up with
several alternatives which respect the
privacy of the user in his apartment
and on his balcony, a crucial conside-
ration for apartment living in multiple
story buildings.

The work in Casablanca by Candilis’s team was
taken up by other architects who continued
constructing housing schemes for the masses.
Among them was a young Swiss architect, Andre
Studer who, in collaboration with the architect
Jean Hentsch, designed his own type of housing
for the city of Casablanca in 1953 which was
built in 1954-1955. (19) One of the best solutions
of the time, Studer’s scheme was for housing low
income Moroccan families. Basing his design on
the Islamic way of living as well as on older
forms of housing dating back to Pharonic
Egypt, he came up with several alternatives
which respect the privacy of the user in his
apartment and on his balcony, a crucial consi-
deration for apartment living in multiple story
buildings.

Studer’s «habitat marocain» in Casablanca has
one additional element which distinguishes it
from the large scale housing schemes of Candilis
and Mauri: the inclusion of shopping facilites,
This comes closer to the Moslem way of life
where there is no seperation between housing,
shopping, administration and religion. Even
though Studer overlooked the necessity for
narrow pedestrian streets with shade, his hou-
sing was a step in the right direction. (20)

French architects went on to make other contri-
butions in North Africa between the post world
war Il period and the independance of Morocco,
Algeria and Tunisia, (21) During those years the
architect Roland Simounet built a number of

housing schemes which increasingly have
become models for low-rise and terrace housing
in many parts of the world. In a recent article he
succinctly stated the basis for a realistic attitude
toward solving the problems in the Third World:
«The shantytown is the primordeal urban tissue.
It contains all the germs of life, as opposed to
the de-humanised constructions which greatly
increase the slum potential.» (22)

Simounet began his first housing scheme in
North Africa in Orleanville in 1956 and in 1957-
1959 he constructed a terraced housing scheme
in Djenan el Hassan, Algeria which remains on
of the mosl convincing solutions in the field in
any part of the world. On a hilly site, Simounet
constructed 200 units for a transient population
which reflects the same type of North African
building traditions found in the housing in
Medinine, Simounet created a building type
where one enters from above and proceeds down
into honeycomb housing and public patois. The
economy which imposed repitition of the limited
number of elements once again proved to be a
great advantage in the continuity of the whole.

Simounet built another group of low-cost hou-
sing in El-Biar, Algeria shortly thereafter follo-
wing the concept of Le Corbusier’s simple
vaulted spaces which closely resemble old
masonry fechniques. In 1958-1961 Simounet was
commissioned to build a total community in
Timgad which includes a business center, admi-
nistration buildings, Moorish baths, town hall, a
mosque, schools, sports facilities, an experi-
mental orchard, communal stables, a cereal
store and a large hotel, all in close proximity to
the old Roman town of Timgad.

This newly created community for 2500 to 3000
people offers a variety of housing which consists
of horizontal and vertical blocks containing
duplex and semi-urban flats. (23)

While the French architectural contribution in
North Africa was part of colonialism, it was also
an important step toward the creation of new
building types for the Islamic population.
Because there is no clear line sepérating the two
opposing facts, architectural evaluation remains
problematic. It is, however, significant that
George Candilis, Roland Simounet and other
architects active in those years have since been
commissioned in other parts of the Third World
to help solve comparable problems, The pionee-
ring work of these architects has been continued
in recent works in North Africa by other archi-
tects, such as the Spanish architects Ricardo
Bofill and Emili Donato, by the Algerian archi-
tects H. and A. El Miniawy and the Moroccan
architects Elie Azagury and Jean-Francois
Zevaco, (24)

SYNOPSIS

THE SUBJECT OF THE ISSUE: Deals
with the agglomeration of big cities. The
problem appears in crisis of transportation,
infrastructure networks, housing and all other
crutial services, beside the shortage in energy
and poluted environment. The efforts given to
solve these problems are in vain, because of the.
big projects in the central areas, such as repla-
vement of villas with high buildings, and the
filling of open spaces and vacant lands with
major projects, and finally the policy of building
new residential satellite fully depending on the
big cities.

The PROJECTS OF THE ISSUE: The

| first project is the International Congress

Center, Berlin which is designed by Rolf Schuler
& Ursulina Schuler-witic, The building consists
of 80 meeting halls, comprises 100-5000 persons,
which facilitates the organization of confrences
meetings, concerts, parties, plays, all together in
one time. The building is connected to the
exhibitions ground by a link with journalism
center equiped with the most technological

! equipments. It consists of T.V. studios and

broadeast to enable publishing the events inside
the Center directly all over the world.

The second project is Hyatl Regency Wood-
field, Schaumburg, Illinois, U.S.A. designed by
Skidmore Owings & Merrill, (5.0.M).

This businessmen’s hotel constitutes the
central element of the first phase of a sprawling
commercial and office complex under imple-
mentation in a rapidly expanding Chicago
suburb. This 485-room hotel is designed to
provide a focal point for business and social
activities within the complex. The hotel building
is of four floors. The rooms are spread around
four interior court-yards of different character
and purpose. d

THE TECHNICAL ARTICLE: Written

by Dr. Soaad Mahir about the Islamic Art and
its origin. The article deals with the three reli-
gions’ belief (Christianity, Jewess, and Islam),
and their impact on Art. The Islam had not
neglected the Art as the Jewish did, and had not
used it in its religious customs as the Christians
did, but took what adapted the new religion and
left what against it, and added the Arabic taste
until at the end compiled a kind of ormaments
known to the Europeans as Arabesque.

THE PERSONALITY OF THE

ISSUE: Is Dr. Abdel Fattah Al-Mousli, Prof. |
of Architecture, Alexandria University. Prof.
Al-Mousli was graduated from Ein-Shams
University in 1956, and had long educational
experience in Beirut Arab University. Dr. |
Al-Mousli calls for the proper control of the |
architectural profession in order. to give local '
architgcture its unique character,
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«HOUSES AND HOUSING IN THE CONTEXT OF ISLAM»

Part II:

The Contribution of French Architects and the Housing

Concept in North Africa.

The colonial policy of apartheid in the
50's and 60’s in North Africa bad to be
confronted by French architects and
planners who, in spite of this, success-
fully realized large scale building preo-
grams in several parts of North Africa.
The necessity to construct housing for
the masses after World War IT brought
into reality the use -of industrial
methods which were far more effective
in North Africa than in Europe where,
at the same time, the destruction of the
war also necessitated large scale plan-
ning and urban renewal. French North
Africa became a field of experimenta-
tion for several groups of architects
whose successful results should have
been used as models in other parts of
the world.

The building task then, as now, was
the construction of attached dwellings
and compounds for the masses,
incorporating the Arab life style,
which would in turn give the occupants
a sense of identity, In an attempt to
solve this problem the architects built
many forms of housing including:
housing built in very high densities
with multistory buildings to accomeo-
date the large number of people in big
cities, houses grouped in one or two
stories with the use of open spaces
between the houses; housing units
grouped in much larger numbers and
integrated into the topography of a
given landscape.(13)

The most important architects in
North Africa engaged in housing in
those years were George Candilis, Alex
Josic and Shadrach Woods, in colla-
boration with the firm ATBAT anc

Vladimir Bodiansky.(14) Most of the
members of this firm were earlier col-
laborators of Le Corbusier on the
Unite d’habitation in Marseille, which
was begun in 1947 and completed in
1953, the group came to Africa in 1949
when a branch of ATBAT-Afrique
was opened in Tangier, directed by
Georges Candilis and Shadrach Woods
who worked under the guidance of
Vladimir Bodiansky. The first years of
the firm, which moved to Casablanca
in 1951, were dedicated to the pro-

blems of Morocco and realistically

solved many of them by building
schools, hospitals and, primarily,
housing for the masses. One of the
members of the firm, the American
architect Shadrach Woods, was
already aware of the differences bet-
ween Moslem and European archite-
ture: «The European dwelling is
extravert, oriented toward the outside
world, and loaded with mechanical
equipment. The moslem dwelling in
introvert, inward oriented, and gene-
rally has little mechanical equipment.
The tropical house is a open well ven-
tilated structure.» (15) It is worth
noting that zll the architects in this
firm profited from the contributions
they made in Morocco and their expe-
riences in general in North Africa by
later using their works in these coun-
tries as models for mass housing pro-
jects in France and other parts of the
world.

The center of building activity for Candilis,
Josic and Woods was in Casablanca, the largest
city with the Fastest growing population in the
couniry at that time. The firm
designed a type of dwelling which respected the
Islamic way of life; that of communication bet-
ween neighbors and at the same time complete

privacy for the individual family. The fact that
the privacy of open and enclosed spaces in the
single family house was expanded to multi-story
dwellings gives special significance to the work
of this firm who translated the Islamic way of
life into architectural Form. «The typical
Maoslem house consists. of a series of rooms for
various purposes around an open court. The
courl gives light and ventilation to the rooms
and serves as a general purpose space.» (16)

The firm, again respecting the Arab archilec-
tural tradition, chose the old Moslem house as a
maodel for their Moroccan housing study of 1951
which was executed in the Carriers Centrales
quarter in Casablanca in 1952/1953. The diffe-
rent housing types, later used in several cities
such as Oran, Saida, Algiers and Sidi-Bel-Abbes
were.:

1. the two and five story Nid
d’Abeilles type

2. the Semiramis block type with outside
access galleries

The plan included shops on the ground floor in
some of the apartment blocks, and the user was
allowed the freedom to determine the plan of his
own apartment within the structural limitations.
The dwelling units are composed of several dif-
ferent types: linear blocks with balconies on one
side and open corridors and individoal apart-
ment entrances on the other side; tower blocks
with a central staircase and balconies on all
sides; and low rise housing wunits with
courtyards. All together these various types
shape the residential quarters in an interrelated
complexity. Unlike the traditional Arab quarter,
where there is little space between the units, the
wide spaces in this structure still reflects the
spirit of the modern movement, specifically Le
Corbusier whose street concept was diametri-
cally opposite to the traditional and contempo-
rary Arab reality. (17) An argument for the
limited budget the architects had to work with is
that instead of being an obstacle, it actually
enhanced the structural clarity and purity of the
design and plan. Further argument for this
theory came from another architect and planner
working in the same years in France and Tunisia,
Yona Friedman, who saw scarcily as a positive
element. (18)
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Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

THE FORMATION OF THE ARCHITECT

This subject has been discussed in the meeting of SVA in 1965 with the
participation of the author by a paper refering to the formation of Egyptian
architects. In the same period the schools of architecture in France and Italy
have been critisized by their students and consequently several changes took
place in the syllabus of these schools in 1967. This was the year of architec-
tural education reform.

At the same time local schools of architecture tried to change their syllabus
but on a very limited scale. The schools are still as departments in the Faculty
of Engineering. The changes in the context of subjects came within the per-
sonal interest of the teachers who were influenced mainly by western theories
and ideas. The conflicts in teaching theories and ideas were reflected on the
formation of local architects and consequently on their architectural products
which distroyed the unique charcter of Arab towns.

Unfortunately the call for architectural values origin came mainly from the
outside and not from the inside of the Arab world except for few Arab archi-
tects. It is noticed that Western architects became recently more interested in
Islamic architecture while many local schools of architecture do not give this
matter the same interest, This is the result of the prevailing cultural situation’
affecting the urban seen in the Arab world.

The local schools of architecture differ from others in the world by giving
the different architectural subjects in large dozes at the same time whether in
design theories, town} planning, working drawings, building science and
technology. The student in all cases cannot have the time to digest all these
subjects. Moreover, the great number of students attending the architectural
education without the proper prequalification adds more difficulties to archi-
tectural education and consequently to the formation of thé“architect. Mass
architectural education, therefore, should have different approach to cope
with the current situation. The classification of students at an early stage in
the architectural education according to their talents is necessary.

On the otherhand the formation of the architect is affected by the lack of
local architectural books and publications. Students as well as professors are
bound to western references. Postgraduate studies, on the other side of the
picture, are affected by this situation. The dissertation in M.A. or Ph. D.
degrees deals with general subjects and became mere conrpilation of literature,
data and graphics. The research work does not answer the needs of the
national development programs. The gap is very clear between what the stu-
dent gets at school and the practical life. On the otherhand architectural and
planning studies undertaken by the execulive bodies do not reach the hands of
students or their teachers.

From the social point of view{t is difficult to disconnect architecture from
the social and cultural values of the community, and its economic capabilities.
The information media can play a very important role in this context. The
population in the Arab world should be aware of their architectural heritage.
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