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Abstract:

The quality of residential environment is an indicator to the city quality of life. Creating a
better residential environment is all about planning and designing better quality
neighborhoods where people can have a sense of togetherness and get involved in
matters that concern the management, maintenance and planning of their
neighborhoods. Detached dwelling units alone do not necessarily guarantee any good
residential environment. Meanwhile, most of the developing countries as in Egypt have
witnessed a permanent conversion of the city and society as a result of the unguided
growth of deteriorated areas within the traditional urban plots, where the historical and
cultural heritage of individual countries and of the world is concentrated, as the main
result of the failure of governmental agencies and local bodies working in the field of
housing supply to provide the low-income families with an affordable shelter.

Accordingly, we need to see both problems and policies in the context of the national
and local urban development mechanism. Policy makers and Planners may operate in
the private, public or nonprofit sector; all need an understanding of how the formal and
(usually) informal housing process work and how policy influences the operation of the
market, both intentionally and in unintended ways. The question, in which this paper
tries to find an answer, is in what way more attention can be given to develop more
innovative approaches in integrated development of deteriorated residential areas as an
approach for housing affordability for poor communities. To answer this question, a
better understanding is needed for the different aspects of creating a good residential
environment. Discussing the issues of responsive residential areas and examine the
factors affecting residential land use change. Revitalization of decayed neighborhoods
and planning and designing of new residential settings will also be dealt with. At the
same time the research focus on highlight new approaches of planning and design,
taking into consideration socioeconomic factors together with issues related to
aesthetics, safety and sustainability.
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