











Urbanism

‘Urban development is a major. issue in

- contemporary  societies, ‘whether eastern or
western. Governments all over the world pay
tremendous attention to the issue, and large
portions of their budgets are spent on new
towns. new neighborhoods and new housing
projects and frontiers.

The rapid development in industrial

activities in particular has led to complex social,

economic, technical and political transformations
that have affected the values and the physical
form of cities, towns and villages. |

There is no doubt that the industrial nations
have  surpassed the Muslim world in material
development. They have established
standards based upon formulated values in
almost all aspects of human activity, including
that of urban development. The product has
been settlements which completely follow these
values and standards, and which in some cases
have been suitable for their environments.

Also, there is no doubt that some material
standards have crucial importance, such as
health regulations that require cross ventilation
-and penetration of sun rays, as well as potable

*

clear.

water and sewerage control. Modern building
methods and materials have their major role in
this development. ,

Important inventions such as the autombile,
enabling the city to expand horizontally, and the
elevator, enabling it to expand vertically, have
only added to the complexity of the urban
situation in Muslim and non Muslim ‘countries
alike. | _

The Muslim nation facing this situation has
to examine both it's past and present history, as
well as that of other nations, in order to benefit
both its future generations 'and humanity at
large. :

Muslims  believe that Islam is a
comprehensive way of life and that the Sharia
(Islamic Law) presents all the basics which

~define guidelines for man in this life. It not only

reveals the way between man and his Creator,
but also the relationship between man and man,
and that between types of societies.
- The questions to deal with here are:
~ (a). Are there elements in the Islamic
Sharia which refer to urbanism?
(b) Were the settlements in '.the_
Muslim world affected by these -
elements?
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